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Leaning into
our strengths
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published for LCMS congregations, after having been de-

veloped from 1998 through 2004 (and beyond), and having
been adopted by Synod at the 2004 convention. The two years
from 2004 until publication in 2006 were spent in fine tuning,
final editing, and layout of the pew edition, as well as the
further preparation of accompanying resources, including the
Hymn Selection Guide (CPH, 2006).

As a member of the Lectionary Committee of the LSB Proj-
ect, I had the privilege of working with others on that guide,
including two members of the Lectionary Committee, three
members of the Hymnody Committee, and Rev. Dr. Paul
Grime, who was director of the entire project. That collabo-
rative effort proved to be an invigorating, thought-provoking
and rewarding opportunity to consider carefully the entire
LSB hymn corpus, to clarify the place and purpose of hymnody
within the context of the weekly Divine Service and over the

It’s been 20 years this fall since Lutheran Service Book was
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course of the entire church year, and to
explore the legacy of historic Lutheran
hymn writers.

I grew up with an interest in and love
for the hymns of the church, although
it is fair to point out that the hymns I
enjoyed as a child are not among my
favorites now. Maturing preferences
aside, the fact is that the combination
of God’s good gift of music with the
poetic confession of His Word makes a
powerful impression on those who sing
— and those who hear — the wealth of
hymnody that has characterized and
distinguished the Lutheran church
from the very beginning.

Martin Luther himself led the way and
set the example with his many com-
positions (not only texts, but in many
cases tunes as well). Others followed
after him, including Philipp Nicolai,
Paul Gerhardt and Johann Hermann
(commemorated on Oct. 26). Johann
Sebastian Bach solidified and ad-
vanced the Lutheran church’s reputa-
tion as “the Singing Church” with his
weekly cantatas based upon the great
chorales by these men and others.

Lutheran pastors, theologians and
cantors recognized that hymns have the
capacity to function in a multiplicity of
ways, not only doxologically — to the
praise and glory of God, by confessing
who He is and what He has done on

the basis of His Holy Scriptures — but
also kerygmatically (proclaiming the
Gospel) and catechetically (teaching the
faith). The best of Lutheran hymns are
faithful and orthodox “sermons,” as it

See MESSAGE, page 8
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DISTRICT NEWS

Rev. Logan Davis was ordained and installed as associate associate pastor), Dale Ward (Cornerstone specific ministry
pastor of Cornerstone Lutheran Church, Carmel, on July 19. A pastor), Gary Miller, Paul Borg, Scott Giger (Cornerstone senior
recent graduate of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Pastor Davis pastor), Logan Davis, Jacob Hercamp, Dave Shadday, Shawn
will serve the Indy site and as director of Outreach. Hecksel (Cornerstone specific ministry pastor), Dan Schumm,

Pictured are, from left, Revs. Kevin Thomson (Cornerstone Dr. John Tape, Dr. Mark Schumm and Stephen Skov.

(B {54 ) [ i
Rev. James Gramzow was ordained and installed as pas- Pictured are, from left (below) Dennis Huntington, Colin Duling,
tor of Emmaus Lutheran Church, Indianapolis, on Aug. 1. Tim Benzinger, Brian Westgate, Jacob Hercamp, Doug Irmer;
Pastor Gramzow is recent graduate of Concordia Theological (middle) James Gramzow, Dr. D. Richard Stuckwisch; (top) Kurt
Seminary, Fort Wayne. Ebert, Seth Mierow, David Shadday and Gary Schultz.

Rev. Chad Eckels was installed as
chaplain and theology instructor of Trinity
Lutheran High School, Seymour, on

Aug. 2. The service was held at Redeemer
Lutheran Church, Seymour, a South

Central Association for Lutheran Education
congregation. Pictured are, from left, Revs.
Jimmy Rodriguez (Seymour Circuit visitor),
Joshua Haugen (Trinity theology department
chair), Chad Eckels and Andrew Currao
(Redeemer senior pastor).
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Rev. Travis Hartman was ordained and installed as pastor of Richard Kolaskey, Kyle Richardson and Eric Erkkinen, and
Faith Lutheran Church, Madison, on July 26. Pastor Hartman Gabiriel Pedigo (crucifer); (top) Revs. Michael Blodgett, Jared
is a recent graduate of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Tucher, Dr. D. Richard Stuckwisch, Travis Hartman, Dr. Joseph
Wayne. Omolo (archbishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in

Pictured are, from left, (below) Revs. Mark Hesse, Aaron West, Kenya, and Pastor Hartman'’s father-in-law) and John Stebbins.

Rev. Adam Nieting was ordained and installed as associate Adam Nieting, Mark Nieting (Adam’s father), Dr. John Pless;

pastor of Suburban Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, (back) Steve Voelker, Dr. Walter A. Maier lll, Roger James,
on July 26. Pastor Nieting is a recent graduate of Concordia Joe Fichtner, Dr. Cameron MacKenzie, Ray Holman, Dennis
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne McFadden, Dr. Ryan Tietz, Bill Barlow and Alex Duff (Suburban

Pictured are, from left, (front) Revs. David Griebel, Bill Bethlehem assistant pastor).

Mueller (Suburban Bethlehem senior pastor), Peter Brock,

Institute headed to Mequon

It's time to mark your calendar for the 2027 LCMS Institute
on Liturgy, Preaching and Church Music, set for July 12-16,
2027, at Concordia University Wisconsin (CUW), Mequon,
Wis. The theme will be “Holy Week” and will encompass
Palm Sunday to Easter and everything in between.

The LCMS Worship Institute brings chancel, loft and pew
together to sing Christ’s great work of salvation. Watch for
more information to come.
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Rev. Matthew Alan Machemer was ordained and installed as
associate pastor of St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne, on Aug. 2. Pastor
Machemer, who also has a Master of Church Music degree,
previously served as associate cantor of Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne. His father, Mel Machemer, served as the
organist for the service.

Pictured are, from left, (first row) Revs. Adam Nieting, Michael
Salemink, David Griebel, Peter Cage, Matthew Machemer,

Dr. D. Richard Stuckwisch, Josemon Hoem (St. Paul’s senior
pastor), Dr. Geoff Boyle, Matthew Wietfeldt, Dr. John Pless;
(second row) Dr. Paul Grime, Dr. Scott Bruzek, Jon Rusnak,
Kevin Mann, Ralph Schmidt, Dr. Don Wiley, Jeff Kazmierski;
(third row) Dennis McFadden, Mark Steiner, Dr. Carl Beckwith,
Jacob Koehler, Michael Blodgett, Dr. Timothy Quill, Dr. Timothy
Puls, Kevin McGladdery; (fourth row) Roy Olsen, Dr. Benjamin
Mayes, Dr. John Nordling, Dr. Todd Peperkorn, Douglas Punke
and Dr. Tom Sabel.

Nineteen servants representing four congregations recently
earned their basic Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT)
certifications after completing a training held at Emmaus,
South Bend. LERT trainings empower volunteers to safely and
effectively serve in the wake of natural disasters, providing
them with the skills and certification necessary to be accepted
for service in a disaster response zone.

Mery for taffected daster

Interested in becoming LERT certified? See all of the upcoming
Indiana District LERT trainings and deployments at lems-lert.
org. Scroll down to “View All Districts” and find your way to
Indiana. Click the “Become a Fan” link to receive updates. You
may also contact Bethany at bethany.neumann@in.lcms.org
for information about scheduling a training near you.
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Martin Luther
statue,

| Concordia
Theological
Seminary,
Fort Wayne

Strong in the Lord

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on
the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against
the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against
the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly realms. Eph. 6:10-12

As we approach the celebration of the
Reformation, we are reminded of the
significant threat the devil, the world and
our sinful flesh pose. “Though devils all
the world should fill, all eager to devour
us” goes Luther’s famous hymn. Certainly,
the old evil foe does what he can to twist
and obscure God’s Word in our hearts and
minds. I've always found C.S. Lewis’ The
Screwtape Letters to be a vivid depiction
and stark warning of how constant and
conniving the devil’s attacks are. I encour-
age you to read it if you've never done so.

Nathan Wingfield
District Executive
for Christian
Education

How necessary it is to have well-trained

pastors and teachers, rooted and grounded in the Word

of God. Through faithful instruction in all that Christ has
commanded, the Spirit works faith in the heart to resist the
devil’s schemes. When we depart from the faithful preaching
and teaching of Christ crucified and of justification by grace
through faith in Him alone, we put ourselves and our pupils
in danger. All that we preach and teach must be centered on
this material principle, for our struggle is against powers that
only Christ Himself could defeat. We are not to be strong on
our own. We are to be strong in the Lord, in His mighty pow-
er and in His Word that created the heavens and the earth.

As we give thanks for the faithful confession of the reform-
ers this month, we are right to thank and praise God for
the faithful pastors and teachers He has given. So also we
should earnestly pray that He would continue to provide
more workers for the harvest. He Himself has commanded
us to pray for this (Matthew 9) and He will certainly cause
all things to be done for the good of His church.

RSO Spotlight

Cross Connections Counseling
Cultivating connection,
restoring hope

Cross Connections Counseling in Fort Wayne partners
with the LCMS to extend its mercy, education and mis-
sion outreach. The heart of its ministry is to provide con-
nections focused on personal growth; healing and hope
through affordable Christ-centered, professional coun-
seling; community; education; support; and training.
Cross Connections offers in-person and online individual
therapy for children and adults, couples and families.

Beginning in 2005 as a counseling ministry in the base-
ment of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, Cross
Connections became its own ministry in 2009, serving
multiple Lutheran congregations in the area. The ministry
was founded by the late Rev. Tom Eggold, and his wife,
Kathy, and Tom served as the first executive director.

The ministry currently has a staff of 15 and partners with
dozens of congregations in the area.

Its counselors, who have master’s degrees, are uniquely
prepared to walk individuals through life’s challenges.
They will share God’s Word and pray with clients, and are
committed to seeking God’s truth together with them.
The counselors combine empirically based practices and
theory with God’s hand to provide holistic therapy for
bodies, minds, and spirits.

Cross Connections seeks to eliminate the barriers that
hinder individuals from receiving the care they need.
First, it is paneled with major insurance companies to
help provide accessible care. Second, through the support
of generous donors and grants, Cross Connections offers
free and cost-reduced therapy. Lastly, Cross Connections
is honored to partner with pastors and congregations in
providing care for their members. Pastors connect for
accountability, prayer and financial support while main-
taining client confidentiality.

Cross Connections seeks to provide resources beyond the
counseling room through an annual summer art thera-
py camp for teens; participating in community mental
health initiatives; providing speakers for workshops and
events; working with local mental health advocates;
maintaining resources; and offering various retreats and
support groups as needed.

You can connect by calling 260-373-0213; emailing
kirkreber@crossconnectionscounseling.com or visiting
crossconnectionscounseling.com.

Cross Connections Counseling
4618 East State Blvd.; Fort Wayne, IN 46815
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Faithful Voices, Servant Hearts

Youth lead and serve

o, ® 7

display at the 69th Regular Con-

vention of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, held July 18-23 in
Phoenix. Active youth participation in
the “Sing, Pray and Keep His Ways”
initiative brought vital energy, music
and service to the gathering.

The future of the church was on full

at LCMS co

nvention
-

IN PHOTOS: (Left)
Rev. Dr. D. Richard
Stuckwisch,
Indiana District
president, offers
the Sacrament to
a youth servant
during opening
Divine Service

of the LCMS
convention at the
Phoenix Convention
Center. (Above)
Youth sangina
choir.

Administered by LCMS Worship, this
five-year project aims to deepen chil-
dren’s faith by involving them directly
in the music, liturgy and hands-on
service of the church — instilling a
lifelong devotion to Christ and His
Gospel.
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Under the direction of Jonathan
Busarow, executive artistic director
and director of concert choir and
chamber singers of the Fort Wayne
Children’s Choir, a cohort of 55 chil-
dren from across the nation rehearsed
and performed 13 challenging musical
pieces, including a piece attributed to
J.S. Bach, along with two descants.

Nine boys carried torches, banners and
crucifixes during the opening Divine
Service. Nine girls prepared and later
reverently cleaned communion vessels
for 25 communion stations, serving
about 2,000 worshipers.

Extending their ministry beyond the
sanctuary, the children assembled
200 care packages containing water,
sunscreen, cooling towels and hand-
drawn messages of faith for La Mesa
Ministries, which supports individuals
experiencing homelessness.

Throughout the convention, the youth
engaged in five dedicated devotions
focused on the comfort and hope

of Christ’s resurrection, directly
carrying out the initiative’s core goal
of intentionally passing the faith to the
next generation through active service
and song.
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PRAYER LIST

WEEK OF OCT. 4
Circuit 8 — Fort Wayne-East
e Ascension, Fort Wayne
e Christ, Woodburn
e Concordia, Fort Wayne
e Emanuel, New Haven
e Gloria Dei, Fort Wayne
e Martini, New Haven
e Prince of Peace, Grabill
e Promise, Fort Wayne
o St. Paul-Gar Creek, New Haven
o St. Peter’s, Fort Wayne
e Zion—Bull Rapids, Woodburn
RS0: Lutheran Community Home,
Seymour
LCMS DISTRICT: Southern

WEEK OF OCT. 11
Circuit 9 — Decatur

¢ Bethlehem, Ossian

e Emmanuel-Soest, Fort Wayne

o Faith, Roanoke

e [mmanuel, Decatur

¢ New Hope, Ossian

e Peace, Berne

e Prince of Peace, Hartford City

e St. John-Bingen, Decatur

o St. John—Flatrock, Monroeville

o St. Paul-Preble, Decatur

o St. Peter, Decatur

e Zion, Decatur

e Zion—Friedheim, Decatur
RSO0: Lutheran Family and Child
Services of IN/KY, Indianapolis
LCMS DISTRICT: Southern lllinois

WEEK OF OCT. 18
Circuit 10 — Lafayette

e Grace, Lafayette

e |utheran Church of Our Savior,

Monticello

o Redeemer, West Lafayette

o St. James, Lafayette

e St. James, Logansport

e St. James, Reynolds

o St. John, Rensselaer

e St. John, Rochester

e St. Luke, Rensselaer

e St. Matthew, Delphi

e Trinity, Goodland

e University, West Lafayette
MINISTRY: Lutherans For Life
LCMS DISTRICT: Texas

WEEK OF OCT. 25
Circuit 11 — Kokomo
 Christ, Anderson
e Emanuel, Arcadia
e Emanuel, Tipton
* Good Shepherd, Kokomo
® Grace, Muncie
e Lutheran Church of Our
Redeemer, Kokomo
o St. James, Marion
o St. John's, Peru
o St. Peter, Huntington
e Zion, Kokomo
 Zion, Wabash
RSO0: Lutheran Life Villages,
Fort Wayne
LCMS DISTRICT: Wyoming

Anniversaries (50 andover) )

Calvary, Indianapolis
Steven and Jodi Swinford, 53, Oct. 20

Calvary, Plymouth
Jim and Mary Stuckmeyer, 54, Oct. 6
Jim and Nancy Baldwin, 57, Oct. 17

Christ, Woodburn
John and Kathy Wiesehan, 54, Oct. 21

Michael and Marcia Hammond, 50, Oct. 23

Concordia, Greenwood

Allen and Albi Distler, 72, Oct. 5

Kevin and Becky Horn, 50, Oct. 9

Mike and Jeri Pardieck, 52, Oct. 13
Philip and Sharon Caruana, 54, Oct. 14

Cornerstone, Carmel

Deryl and Chris Benz, 57, Oct. 3
Gloria and Ronald Lawson, 56, Oct. 3
Mike and Mary Keever, 50, Oct. 16
John and Barb Shankel, 56, Oct. 31
Larry and Joann Strickler, 60, Sept. 3

Howard and Holly Green, 56, Sept. 12
Doug and Mal Munz, 51, Sept. 13

Doug and Shirley Dougherty, 53, Sept. 15
Steve and Margie Magnusen, 50, Sept. 25
Donald and Roseanne Moffatt, 74, Sept. 27
Roger and Reita Vandrey, 60, Sept. 29

Emanuel-Dudleytown, Seymour
Lee and Barbara Cunningham, 61, Oct. 23

Emmanuel, Tell City
Randy and Carol Lautner, 51, Sept. 6
Russ and Debbie Christensen, 51, Sept. 13

Epiphany, Westfield

Alan and Sharon Thompson, 59, Oct. 14
Ted and Pam Herring, 55, Oct. 16

Brian and Gigi Miller, 54, Oct. 28

Grace, New Albany
Bill and Connie Goebel, 64, Oct. 20
Bill and Sue Boyd, 53, Oct. 27

Immanuel, Seymour

Joe and Donna Wente, 61, Oct. 2
John and Pam Fox, 52, Oct. 12
Glen and Carlana Able, 58, Oct. 13
Tom and Laverne East, 56, Oct. 16

Redeemer, Seymour
Mickey and Marcia Hudson, 58, Oct. 19

Shepherd of the Hills, Georgetown
Verle and Linda Johnson, 56, Oct. 21

St. James, Lafayette
Thomas and Jane Crouse, 63, Oct. 6

St. John, Lanesville
Oscar and Mary Ann Blank, 61, Oct. 23
Forrest and Saundra Conrad, 67, Oct. 24

St. John-Bingen, Decatur
Don and Norma Boenker, 56, Oct. 9
Jack and Diane Clear, 56, Oct. 10

St. John-Farmers Retreat, Dillshoro
Duane and Jane Ohimansiek, 52, Oct. 13

St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne

Dan and Sharon Smith, 50, Oct. 2

Phil and Ivy Gray, 55, Oct. 10

Virgil and Phyllis Brockmann, 66, Oct. 15
Emory and Susan Craver, 54, Oct. 28

Trinity (Decatur Road), Fort Wayne
Bob and Sharon Hollis, 62, Oct. 3

Marvin and Cathy Conrad, 70, Oct. 13
John and Jeannie Diemer, 53, Oct. 20
Delbert and Carolyn Conrad, 66, Oct. 23

Trinity-Darmstadt, Evansville
Ron and Nancy Korff, 66, Oct. 15

Zion, Woodburn
Paul and Charlotte Korte, 65, Oct. 20
Gene and Gladys Thiele, 66, Oct. 21

Zion—Friedheim, Decatur
Stan and Ann Furhmann, 50, Oct. 9
Loren and Karen Gallmeyer, 57, Oct. 11

Bi rthdays (90 and over) )

Calvary, Indianapolis
Lois “Jean” Cravens, 92, Oct. 22

Concordia, Greenwood
Ray Everson, 92, Oct. 17

Cornerstone, Carmel

Sandy Thompson, 90, Oct. 12
Mary Lou Priebe, 93, Oct. 26
Joyce Bradshaw, 95, Sept. 1
Carroll Scheer, 91, Sept. 13

Phil Burck, 90, Sept. 21

Phillip Minton, 97, Sept. 26
Norman Kanwischer, 96, Sept. 30

Emmanuel, Tell City
Shirley LaGrange, 91, Sept. 29

Immanuel, Seymour
Lois Copeland, 93, Oct. 3
Harold Goecker, 92, Oct. 10
Clarice Williams, 92, Oct. 26

Lutheran Church of Our
Redeemer, Evansville
Betty Walker, 94, Oct. 2
Jean Templeton, 95, Oct. 27
Opal Hartman, 97, Sept. 17
Juanita Martin, 95, Sept. 20

Our Shepherd, Avon
Rev. Al Hellert, 90, Oct. 25

Redeemer, Seymour
Josie Engleking, 93, Oct. 15

St. James, Lafayette
Mary Ancil, 95, Oct. 16
Charlotte Adkins, 93, Oct. 19
Jeanie Truelsen, 91, Oct. 31

St. John-Bingen, Decatur
Ruby Brinkman, 92, Oct. 25

St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne
Mary Nichols, 90, Oct. 7

St. Paul-Preble, Decatur

Barb Bulmahn-Stork, 90, Sept. 25

St. Peter, North Judson
Beverly Skibbe, 94, Oct. 3

St. Peter’s, Brownstown
lleen Nehrt, 91, Oct. 12
Ray Younger, 96, Oct. 12

Trinity (Decatur Road),
Fort Wayne

Cathy Conrad, 90, Oct. 21
Suzanne Springer, 92, Oct. 26

Trinity (St. Mary’s Ave),
Fort Wayne
Claren Beck, 93, Oct. 14

Zion, Woodburn
Dorothy Schaper, 92, Oct. 18

Zion-Friedheim, Decatur
Marvene Buuck, 91, Oct. 4
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Stewardship

N

I found myself -
working in my F e
preteen and
teen years. I
did a morn-
ing paper
route and, in
the summer,
mowed lawns.

Some weeks,
Ken Schilf

I had more
money than I Emmanuel,
knew what to Fort Wayne

do with. That’s

when my grandfather sat me down
and taught me about a foreign
word — stewardship.

1 Peter 4:10 comes to mind these
days:
As each has received a gift, use
it to serve one another, as good
stewards of God’s varied grace.

I remember saying to him, “But
grandpa, I worked for that money.
It wasn’t a gift.” He said that was

Getty Images

true, but the lawnmower and bike
I used were gifts. In fact, what do
we have that is not a gift flowing
from God’s grace? He means for us
to use all these gifts in service to
our neighbor.

The chief way we serve one
another is by supporting the
church’s work, bringing more

of God’s grace to more of God’s
people. That’s what it means to be
a steward!

Ilearned that at an early age. For
Jesus says in Matthew 18:3:
“Truly, | say to you, unless you
turn and become like chil-
dren, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. Whoever
humbles himself like this child
is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven.”

And now, at my senior age, I strive
to continue being a good steward,
for what do I have that is truly
mine?

News to share?

Submissions must be turned

in by the 15th of the month (for
example, articles/photos for the
December issue are due Oct. 15).

Send them to
Iweditor@in.lcms.org

O

MESSAGE

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

were, though likely remembered and repeat-
ed long after most other sermons have been
forgotten. That is surely not to make light of
the importance and necessity of preaching! It
is rather to underscore the crucial significance
of the hymns that our congregations are given
to sing from week to week and throughout
the years over the course of generations. The
hymns of the Divine Service are neither for
entertainment nor merely “filler,” but are a
fundamental component in the Ministry of
the Word.

I've mentioned elsewhere the excellent histori-
cal study by Christopher Boyd Brown, Singing
the Gospel: Lutheran Hymns and the Success
of the Reformation (Harvard, 2005), which
makes a compelling case for the significant
role that hymnody played in the advancement
and staying power of the Reformation that
began with Luther. It is a worthy and worth-
while read, one that ought to encourage every
pastor and church musician to take a serious
and deliberate approach to the selection of
hymns for each and every Divine Service, for
the offices of daily prayer, and for the use of
Christian families at home. Over time, well
chosen Lutheran hymns will strengthen and
sustain a robust faith and confidence in Christ,
and so also a bold confession of that saving
faith in each believer’s various callings and
relationships.

We are heirs of a tremendously rich heritage
of beautiful orthodox hymnody, among the
very best in the entire history of the church
on earth. Truth be told, we have a greater
abundance of riches in this aspect of the
church’s life than any of our congregations
could possibly exhaust, nor could a hym-
nal contain all that is available from these
Lutheran treasure houses. But there are doz-
ens of Lutheran hymns, such as those by the
men mentioned earlier, which every congre-
gation ought to know and sing regularly.

And in general, we ought to revel and rejoice
in this heritage of Lutheran hymnody, give
thanks to God for it, and gladly exercise the
tool and vehicle it is for the faithful catechesis
and confession of His Word. If we teach our
children and our children’s children to lean
into this strength of song, we shall have given
them something truly precious and enduring,
which shall not easily be snatched away from
them.
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