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In passing through Holy Week into Easter with 
Christ and His church this month, we return 
to and rehearse the ongoing significance of our 

Holy Baptism into His cross and resurrection. But 
that is not only an annual occurrence at the heart 
of the church year, it is the daily discipline and 
lifelong rhythm of the Christian faith in this body 
and life on earth. As we have been crucified, put to 
death, and buried with Christ Jesus by our Baptism 
in His name, so is the old Adam in each of us daily 
put to death through contrition and repentance. 

And as surely as Christ Jesus is risen from the 
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, so are 
we raised up with Him to newness of life through 
faith in His forgiveness of sins. All of this is deeply 
rooted in the accomplished historical fact of His 
atoning sacrificial death upon the cross and in the 
solid enduring reality of His bodily resurrection 
from the dead and ascension into heaven.

The dying and rising of repentance and faith is not 
something we can do or manage by any ingenuity 

Rev. Dr.  
D. Richard  

 Stuckwisch 
District President

or effort of our own. Not only is it utterly depen-
dent upon the cross and resurrection of Christ 
Jesus and His gracious free gift of the “one Bap-
tism for the forgiveness of sins,” but it is worked 
in us solely by His Word and Holy Spirit at every 
step along the way in this poor life of labor. That is 
what He is about and aiming at with the exercise 
of His Law and His Gospel in preaching and cat-
echesis, in confession and absolution, and so also 
with the cross that He lays upon you and calls you 
to bear as His disciple.

When we speak about the “theology of the cross,” 
we refer to more than simply the historical fact of 
the crucifixion as the redemptive sacrifice of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is certainly and absolutely 
that; but it is thereby also the self-revelation of 
God under the very opposite of anything the world 
and our fallen flesh would ever expect, imagine 
or recognize. The true and only God, the creator 
of the heavens and the earth and all that is in 
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‘More than 
conquerers’
Living under the cross in the 
hope and promise of the Resurrection
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The theme for our 
National Lutheran 
Schools Week 
celebrations this 
year was based on 
Psalm 98:4: 

Make a joyful noise 
to the Lord, all the 
earth; break forth 
into joyous song 
and sing praises!

At first glance, this 
psalm might seem 
like a simple command to be happy. 
But for Lutherans, the “joyful noise” of 
Psalm 98 is rooted in something much 
deeper than emotion. If we look at the 
verses preceding our theme, we find 
the reason for the song: 

The Lord has made known his 
salvation; ... He has remembered his 
steadfast love and faithfulness. V. 2-3

In our Lutheran schools, we do not 
sing simply to be upbeat; we sing 
because the Lord has “worked salva-
tion” for us. Our classrooms are places 
where the Law is rightly spoken to 
show us our need for a Savior, and 
where the Gospel is purely proclaimed 
to announce that Christ has won the 
victory over sin and death.

Celebrating our Lutheran schools

The “joyful noise” heard in our schools 
is the sound of students who are being 
raised in their baptismal identity. It is 
the sound of children learning to con-
fess the faith, committing the Word 
of God to their hearts so they may 
stand firm in the faith. It is the sound 
of a student body gathered around the 
Word, receiving the gifts of Christ that 
sustain them for this life and the life to 
come. It is also the sound of students 
learning that their daily work is a way 
for them to serve their neighbor and 
glorify God.

We are privileged to assist parents in 

Nathan Wingfield
District Executive 

for Christian 
Education

their God-given duty to bring up chil-
dren in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. In a world that is often silent 
toward the things of God, or even 
hostile to them, our schools are a place 
where the Triune God is unashamedly 
confessed and joyously praised.

When our students “break forth into 
joyous song,” they are echoing the song 
of the church throughout the ages. They 
are praising the One who has redeemed 
them, “not with gold or silver, but with 
His holy, precious blood and with His 
innocent suffering and death.”

To Him be all glory, now and forever.

Woodburn

St. Peter’s, Columbus
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St. Paul’s,  
Fort Wayne

New Hope,  Ossian

Immanuel, Valparaiso

Trinity, Seymour



4 / INDIANA

DISTRICT NEWS

Rev. Jacob Koehler was ordained and installed at Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, as Shepherd of 
School on Feb. 8. Pastor Koehler had been serving Holy 
Cross as a teacher and recently completed the Specific 
Ministry Pastor program at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 
Holy Cross has been Pastor Koehler’s first and only call 
since graduating from Concordia University Chicago in 
2013. He has served as a fifth-grade homeroom teacher, 
a K-8 physical education teacher, theology teacher and 
athletic director.

Pictured are, from left (below) Revs. Doug Punke, Zion, Fort 
Wayne; Dan Kinley, Holy Cross associate pastor; Jacob 
Koehler; Peter Brock, St. John, Bingen; Mark Koehler, 
emeritus and Jacob’s uncle; (above) Ben Ahlersmeyer, 
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne; Dr. Tom Ahlersmeyer, Mount 
Calvary, Fort Wayne; Josemon Hoem, St. Paul’s, Fort 
Wayne; Matt Wietfeldt, Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Fort Wayne; Rev. Mark Neubacher, emeritus; and Chad 
Van Meter, Holy Cross associate pastor.
Blessings to Pastor Koehler on his ministry!

There are many examples in the 
Gospels of Jesus having compassion 
on the people and healing body, mind 
and spirit through His words, His 
presence and His touch. We care for 
our body, mind and spirit because 
of  Christ’s love and sacrifice for 
us. Parish nurses strive to promote 
Christ-centered health and wellness 
within their congregations. This is 
done through:
• �Providing information and resources 

to promote health and wellness for 
congregational members.

• �Offering emotional and spiritual 
care through personal visits.

• �Awareness and promotion of commu-
nity health and wellness programs

• �Advocacy to ensure adequate health-
care and assistance in navigating the 
healthcare system.

To be designated as a parish nurse, 

the nurse must have an active nurse’s 
license through the American Nurses 
Association and have completed a 
parish nurse course. There are two 
online courses approved by the LCMS. 
One is through Concordia University 
Wisconsin. Contact Dr. Carol Lueders 
Bolwerk at carol.luedersbolwerk@cuw.
edu or 262-243-4233.

The other is through the LCMS Parish 
Nurse Council. Contact Dr. Marcy 
Schnorr at marcyschnorr2009@
gmail.com or 815-562-2744 or 
815-562-6823.

Completion of this online certification 
is highly recommended. However, 
nurses and professionals in other 
health-related fields can serve in a 
similar capacity as a congregational 
health advocate. Most often these in-
dividuals serve on their church’s health 
ministry teams in a volunteer position.

Additional education and information 
is also available at the annual Parish 
Nurse and Congregational Health 
Ministries National Conference, 
to be held May 13–14 at Concordia 
University Wisconsin. This conference 
is for current parish nurses or anyone 
interested in health ministry. For 
more information and registration, 
visit thelc.ms/2026-lfcna-conference- 
brochure.

For more information about parish 
nursing, contact Janet Hitzeman, 
Indiana District parish nursing 
representative, at hitzema@iu.edu or 
812-345-0882.

The role of the parish nurse

mailto:carol.luedersbolwerk@cuw.edu
mailto:carol.luedersbolwerk@cuw.edu
mailto:marcyschnorr2009@gmail.com
mailto:marcyschnorr2009@gmail.com
http://thelc.ms/2026-lfcna-conference-brochure
http://thelc.ms/2026-lfcna-conference-brochure
mailto:hitzema@iu.edu


APRIL 2026  /  5

DISTRICT NEWS

them, reveals and gives Himself to us 
— and for us — in the bitter sufferings 
and death of the incarnate Son upon 
the cross. 

The glory that is now manifested in 
His resurrection from the dead is the 
glory that He accomplished “for us 
men and our salvation” by His volun-
tary sacrifice. And what that means 
for us as Christians, by extension, is 
that the cross we suffer, bear and carry 
after Him is not a sign or indication 
of God’s displeasure or rejection, but a 
blessed sharing in His divine glory, as 
the Father in heaven who loves us for 
Jesus’ sake is thereby conforming us to 
the image of His Son.

As the Christ necessarily suffered 
these things and thereby entered into 
His glory (St. Luke 24:26), so do we 
also pass through death into life with 
Him. Indeed, while it is true that the 
sufferings of this present time are not 
even worth comparing to the glories 
of the age to come (Romans 8:18), it 
is also the case that our sufferings for 

the sake of Christ are among the ways 
and means whereby the Lord calls us 
daily to repentance and strengthens 
our faith and life in Him, unto the 
resurrection of our bodies and the life 
everlasting of our bodies and souls in 
paradise hereafter. It is for this very 
reason that we actually “rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not put 
us to shame” (Romans 5:3-5).

The yearly passage from the cross 
and passion of Holy Week into the joy 
and gladness of Easter is echoed each 
week in the Divine Service, as we are 
led by the Spirit of God from the Rites 
of Preparation through the Service of 
the Word into the Eucharistic cele-
bration of Holy Communion. So, too, 
we are returned to the significance of 
Holy Baptism as often as we examine 
ourselves in the light of the Holy Scrip-
tures, confess our sins, and receive the 
absolution from our pastor as from 
God Himself. These Means of Grace 
and forgiveness bring us, again and 
again, from the death of our sins and 
unbelief into the resurrection and the 

MESSAGE 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

life everlasting. 

Although we don’t yet see that glorious 
resurrection life with our eyes, and 
rarely do we feel even a foretaste of it 
in our experience of life on earth, yet 
do we believe it by the grace of God, 
by His Word and Holy Spirit, and so 
do we live in the sure and certain hope 
of the Lord’s promises. For now we 
bear the cross in a variety of ways — in 
the dying of the old Adam through 
daily repentance, in the bearing of our 
neighbor’s burdens within our respec-
tive callings and stations, and in the 
suffering of reproach for the sake of 
Christ and His Gospel. 

But in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through Christ who 
loves us, and we lift up our hearts 
and minds, our eyes and ears, to “the 
things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God,” 
knowing that, as we have already 
died with Him in Holy Baptism, so 
is our true and lasting life now safely 
hidden with Christ in God; and when 
Christ who is our life appears, we 
also will appear with Him in glory 
(Colossians 3:1-4).

Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort 
Wayne (CTSFW), is excited to announce 
that The Lutheran Foundation will begin 
construction of its new headquarters on 
CTSFW’s campus this spring. It hopes to 
move operations to campus by 2027. The 
Lutheran Foundation serves northeast 
Indiana by investing in regional churches, 
schools and organizations. 
The Lutheran Foundation anticipates that 
this move will strengthen its Lutheran identi-
ty and its ability to support Lutheran congre-
gations, institutions and the community. 
“CTSFW is delighted to have the foundation 
on our campus,” said CTSFW President Rev. 
Dr. Jon Bruss. “We look forward to a mutually 
beneficial working relationship that is going 
to advance the Gospel, not just in northeast 
Indiana, but around the world.”

CTSFW President Rev. Dr. Jon Bruss signs the lease 
agreement finalizing The Lutheran Foundation’s 
move onto the CTSFW campus as Mark Dixon, 
president and CEO of the Foundation, looks on.
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Moving on campus
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In the midst of a stormy winter, Indiana District pastors’ wives 
had a weekend of respite and fellowship at the Katie Retreat, 
held Jan. 30–Feb. 1 at Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House in 
Indianapolis. 
Sponsored by the district and supported by funds from district 
LCEF and Thrivent, the three-day event offered the wives and 
widows of Indiana District pastors the opportunity to worship 
together, learn new skills, talk about challenges and concerns, 
and develop deeper ties to support one another.  
The main speaker was Darcy Paape, Youth and Discipleship 
Director of First Immanuel, Cedarburg, Wis., and author of the 
book “Someone to Walk With: A Woman’s Guide to Christian 
Mentoring.” 

Darcy Paape 
speaks to the 
pastors’ wives.

Rev. Martin Keller, 
emeritus, leads 
worship.
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Anniversaries (50 and over)

Bethlehem, Fort Wayne 
Kenneth and Joyce Knipstein, 60, April 24

Concordia, Greenwood 
Craig and Diane Smith, 50, April 10

Cornerstone, Carmel 
Bob and Ruth Ann Loser, 57, April 5 
Mary and Charlie Backofen, 59, April 8 
Denise and Terry Heien, 51, April 11 
Terry and Mary Ann Gordon, 51, April 19 
Dick and Marcy Culter, 69, April 21 
Thomas and Cathy Mollet, 52, April 27 
Roger and Dee Dee Skeen, 54, April 29

Emanuel, Dudleytown 
Bill and Janice Shafer, 53, April 22 
Dennis and Rhonda Holle, 52, April 27

Emmanuel, Fort Wayne 
Jim and Diane Witzenman, 53, April 7 
Rodney and Debbie Brannon, 52, April27

Epiphany, Westfield 
John and Jeannie Brammeier, 56, April 18

Faith, Bloomington 
Richard and Elaine Wagner, 59, April 15

Grace, Lafayette 
Carol and Dennis Buuck, 60, April 22

Grace, New Albany 
Steve and Robbi Yeager, 60, April 2 
Dave and Joyce Conner, 50, April 3 
Dennis and Debbie Gleason, 54, April 15 
Tony and Donna Ahlbrand, 53, April 20

Immanuel, Seymour 
Robert and Karen Allman, 61, April 3 
Stu and Mitzi Silver, 50, April 3 

Harold and Joan Hackman, 70, April 8 
Thomas and Jerretta Bullard, 62, April 11 
Gary and Joyce Mellencamp, 51, April 12 
Bill and Carolyn Hubble, 52, April 27

Redeemer, Seymour 
Robert and Peggy Mellencamp, 56, April 4 
Woodrow and Phyllis Turner, 64, April 28

St. James, Lafayette 
Richard and Beth Lancaster, 52, March 23 
Dennis and Melody Holladay, 51, Feb. 21 
Garry and Nancy Lee, 53, Jan. 27

St. John-Bingen, Decatur 
Jerry and Pat Anderson, 63, April 11 
James and Margie Edwards, 56, April 11 
Delbert and Donna Scheiman, 59, April 30

St. John’s-Farmers Retreat, 
Dillsboro 
Clarence and Carol Fraley, 51, Feb. 16

St. John’s, Lanesville 
Roger and Diana Faith, 55, April 3

St. John, Vincennes 
Rodney and Linda Hamm, 55, April 3

St. Michael, Fort Wayne 
Paul and Edna Rogers, 58, April 20 
Kent and Karen Baker, 51, April 26

St. Paul, Munster 
Leonard and Carolyn Rathert, 55, April 24

St. Peter’s, Brownstown 
Mark and Joyce Sommers, 51, April 19 
Larry and Reta Schneider, 52, April 20 
Leon and Becky Hackman, 64, April 22 
Karl and Catherine Turmail, 71, April 29

Birthdays (90 and over)

Calvary, Plymouth 
Joan Walter, 91, April 17

Christ, Woodburn 
Merilyn Richards, 95, April 8 
RJ Hetrick, 93, April 30

Concordia, Greenwood 
Edie Masters,95, April 3 
Jacqueline Denton, 91, April 23

Cornerstone, Carmel 
Jean Darling, 91, April 4 
Ruth Daugherty, 95, April 4 
Bonnie Stout, 94, April 18 
Dottie Renner, 92, April 19 
Roseanne Moffatt, 93, April 23

Emmanuel, Fort Wayne 
Mary Raatz, 91, April 6

Grace, New Albany 
Pat Smith, 90, April 23

Immanuel, Seymour 
Delbert Tormoehlen, 90, April 1 
Helen Schryer, 90, April 2 
Phyllis Carpenter, 93, April 26

Redeemer, Seymour 
Marshall Romine, 95, April 10 
Mary Jacoby, 96, April 25

St. James, Lafayette 
Ruth Merriman, 100, April 25 
Ruth Wein, 103, March 30 
Carl Achelman, 93, Feb. 14 
Dorothy Jones, 94, Jan. 16

St. John–Bingen, Decatur 
Shirley Mailand, 91, April 1 
Ludella Bultemeier, 96, April 27

St. John’s–Farmers Retreat, Dillsboro 
Verna Schuette, 97, April 18

St. John’s, Lanesville 
Hilda Hussung, 91, April 6 
Joe Hiser, 85, April 26

St. Michael, Fort Wayne 
Shirley Fahlsing, 90, April 8

St. Paul’s, Munster 
Diane Jones, 91, April 7 
Betty Winchell, 93, April 10 
Bill Sippel, 96, April 25 96

St. Peter’s, Brownstown 
Marilyn Kiewit, 92, April 13 
Charles Nichols, 92, April 15 
Jeannette Sterling, 93, April 26

St. Peter’s–Fuelling, Decatur 
Vera Berning, 90, March 18

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer, 
Evansville 
Rev. Robert Reinhardt, 90, April 15 
Roy Adler, 93, April 20

Trinity, Crown Point 
Elaine Edwards, 92, April 5 
Barb Lizak, 93, April 15 
Bud Bowman, 92, April 27

Trinity, Darmstadt, Evansville 
Sharon Stevens, 94, March 19 
Donald Feagley, 91, March 21

Trinity–Decatur Road, Fort Wayne 
Marvin Conrad, 93, April 14

Zion, Woodburn 
Homer Keifer, 90, April 22

St. Peter–Fuelling, Decatur 
Jim and Joyce Gariepy, 50, March 12

St. Peter, North Judson 
Edward and Diane Lambert, 65, April 8 
Ben and Sandra Sakaguchi, 58, April 27

Trinity, Crown Point 
Dennis and Ilse Lunkes, 54, April 8 
Carl and Sandra Sapper, 59, April 15 

Chuck and Judy Alliss, 55, April 17 
John and Linda Swanson, 52, April 27

Trinity–Darmstadt, Evansville 
Jerry and Elljean Nichols, 62, April 18 
Terry and Glenna Reininga, 52, March 7

Zion, Friedheim, Decatur 
Tom and Carol Brandt, 59, April 8 
Dave and Teri Conrad 50, April 24

In preparation for the 69th Regular 
Convention of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, which will be held in 
Phoenix in July, a new Bible study that 
explores the convention theme, “Christ Is 
Risen Indeed,” is now available. 

This free, downloadable study begins by 
asking the question the angels asked the 
women at the tomb: “Why do you seek 
the living among the dead?” (Luke 24:5). 
It answers the question by exploring the 

Download convention Bible study
truth of our Lord’s resurrection as laid 
out in 1 Corinthians 15: Jesus is not in the 
tomb because He is not dead! Each of 
the six lessons includes a short devotion 
along with Scripture study, a closing 
prayer and a suggested hymn. 

Guides are available for both leaders 
and participants. You are invited to use 
this study in your congregations and 
groups as we join together as a church to 
proclaim that Christ is risen indeed. 

Find the materials at lcms.org/
convention/bible-study. 

http://lcms.org/convention/bible-study
http://lcms.org/convention/bible-study
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Stewardship

Ken Schilf 
Holy Cross, 
Fort Wayne

One of the toughest boards to fill in the 
church is the Board of Stewardship. 
Why? Let’s look at Genesis 3. The first 
created humans were Adam and Eve, 
and they were placed in the Garden 
of Eden to work and keep it. Even 
though they were naked, they were not 
ashamed until they answered the alien 
voice of the serpent. Then everything 
went off the rails.  Their nakedness was 
exposed, their direct talking with God 
was replaced by hiding, and blame was 
chosen over repentance.

This was the first stewardship crisis. 
But in reading Genesis 3, you don’t find any mention of 
Adam and Eve being “fired.” A worker who embezzles 
funds, a teller who steals from the bank, an employee who 
lies to their boss will all be given the pink slip. But Adam 
and Eve weren’t fired.

Regarding our role as stewards, we will never be relieved 
of our responsibilities. Even in this sinful world that 
leads to our death, we need to fight through it all, turning 
to our Lord to help keep us on the right track. We are 
constantly tempted to claim ownership of our possessions 
rather than acknowledge that they all rightly belong to 
God. The Creator made us to be stewards, but we desire 
to identify as owners. Stewards cannot be owners.

Faithful stewards will understand that stewardship is 
more about just the financial picture; it is about souls — 
those who still need to hear about Jesus’ death and resur-
rection! You are called to stand firm, speak boldly and be 
faithful. Then others will see a pattern of faithfulness and 
they, too, may follow because they will see our resurrect-
ed Lord. This is managing all of life and life’s resources 
for God’s purposes.  

(The thoughts expressed in this article were gleaned from 
the LCMS Stewardship Ministry newsletter. Visit LCMS 
Stewardship Ministry at lcms.org/stewardship.)

You’re not fired!

Prayer List

WEEK OF APRIL 5
Circuit 5 – Kendallville

• Clear Lake, Fremont
• Immanuel, Avilla
• Lake George, Fremont
• Living Water, Wolf Lake
• Messiah, Wolcottville
• �Shepherd by the Lakes, 

Syracuse
• St. John, Columbia City
• St. John, Kendallville
• Trinity, Auburn
• Zion, Garrett
• Zion, Columbia City
• Zion, Corunna

RSO: Lutheran Social Services of 
Indiana, Fort Wayne
LCMS DISTRICT: English

WEEK OF APRIL 12
Circuit 6 – Fort Wayne North

• Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
• Faith, Churubusco
• Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
• Our Hope, Huntertown
• Praise, Fort Wayne
• St. Augustine, Fort Wayne
• St. Michael, Fort Wayne
• St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne
• �Suburban Bethlehem, Fort 

Wayne
• Trinity–St. Mary’s, Fort Wayne

RSO: Lutheran Special Education 
Ministries
LCMS DISTRICT: Florida-Georgia

WEEK OF APRIL 19
Circuit 7 – Fort Wayne-South

• Aboite, Fort Wayne
• Bethlehem, Fort Wayne
• Emmaus, Fort Wayne
• Mount Calvary, Fort Wayne
• New Life, Fort Wayne	
• Peace, Fort Wayne
• �Shepherd of the City, Fort 

Wayne
• Southwest, Fort Wayne
• �Trinity–Decatur Road, Fort 

Wayne
• Zion, Fort Wayne

RSO: Phil’s Friends, Crown Point
LCMS DISTRICT: Indiana

WEEK OF APRIL 26
Circuit 8 – Fort Wayne-East 

• Ascension, Fort Wayne
• Christ, Woodburn
• Concordia, Fort Wayne
• Emanuel, New Haven
• Gloria Dei, Fort Wayne
• Martini, New Haven
• Prince of Peace, Grabill
• Promise, Fort Wayne
• St. Paul–Gar Creek, New Haven
• St. Peter’s, Fort Wayne
• Zion–Bull Rapids, Woodburn

RSO: Rebuilding the Breach 
Ministries, Crown Point
LCMS DISTRICT: Iowa West
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