
INDIANA MARCH 2023  /  1

s it does in most years, this month of March 
occurs entirely within the season of Lent 
and is therefore characterized by an 

emphasis on the daily repentance that really 
marks the entire Christian life on earth. That 
being said, the penitential character of Lent is 
not achieved or manufactured by an emotional 
focus on the Passion of our Lord, but rather by 
way of catechesis in the Word of the Lord and the 
significance of Holy Baptism. Indeed, Lent as we 
know it developed in connection with preparation 
for Holy Baptism, having both the cross and 
passion of Holy Week and the resurrection of 
Eastertide fully in view.

The season of Lent derives its name from the Old 
English word for spring, “lencten,” probably due to 
the lengthening of the daylight hours at this time 
of the year in the Northern Hemisphere. For the 
church, too, Lent is a season of awakening from 
the darkness and death of sin to the life and light 
of God in Christ Jesus. It calls for and nurtures 
that newness of life which emerges and grows in 
the Christian by way of repentance and faith in 
the Gospel.

Lent is a penitential season especially because 
and insofar as it is a catechetical season. Such 
catechesis might well include, as it often has, 

Rev. Dr.  
D. Richard  
Stuckwisch 

District President

a focus on one or more of the six chief parts of 
the Small Catechism. But it is really far broader 
than that. Lent is catechetical in the sense and 
to the extent that it is guided and governed by 
the preaching and Baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins in the cross and resurrection 
of Christ Jesus. The entire season is undertaken 
in the light of that great exodus which the Lord 
accomplishes in Jerusalem (LUKE 9:31), which we 
share with Him by way of Holy Baptism.

By the catechesis of the Law and Gospel, Lent 
accentuates the discipline of the Christian faith 
and life, the ongoing challenge of spiritual warfare 
with the old evil foe, and the necessary works of 
love and mercy that flow from and with the life 
that Christ now lives in us. It thus rehearses and 
trains us for our journey through this present 
wilderness on our way to the Promised Land. And 
to that end, it fixes our eyes on Christ Jesus, “the 
founder and perfector of our faith, who for the 
joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of God” (HEBREWS 12:2). Not only 
has He left an example for us, that we should 
follow in His steps (1 PETER 2:21), but He is our great 
Champion against Satan, and our great Redeemer 
from sin, death and hell.

The Catechetical Season of Lent
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A vibrant campus ministry is a blessing for 
students navigating the path to adulthood 
and those attending Purdue University 
Fort Wayne (PFW) are no exception. 

You can help with the revitalization of 
the PFW campus ministry by offering 
the names of students who have a 
connection to your congregation to either 
Rev. Thomas Sabel at sabelt@pfw.edu 
or revtsabel@gmail.com; or Magnus 
Meadows at meadcm02@pfw.edu. 

Rev. Sabel is an emeritus pastor and ad-
junct professor at PFW, and Meadows is a 
PFW student.

Pastor Sabel is also available to visit your 
congregation to preach and discuss the 
exciting work at PFW.

For more information on campus minis-
try in the Indiana District, and to watch 
a video on the district’s efforts, visit 
in.lcms.org/campus-ministry.

Help us revitalize PFW campus ministry!

On Wednesday, May 17, all Concordia Theological Seminary alumni 
and friends are invited to play in the annual CTSFW Golf Outing at 
Cherry Hill Golf Club. 

The event begins with registration and warm-up at 10 a.m., 
followed by lunch at 11 a.m., and a shotgun start at 11:45. The 
awards presentation begins at 5:30 p.m.

Prizes for flight- and hole-contest winners will be awarded. 
Contests include closest to the pin, longest drive and longest putt.

Outing proceeds will be used to help improve volleyball capacity in 
Wambsganss Gym and upgrade other outdoor athletic areas, which 
continue to serve the Lutheran and greater Fort Wayne community. 

Alumni attending the golf outing are also invited to attend the 
Alumni reunion. For more information and to register, visit 
ctsfw.edu. Click the “Events” tab at the top of the page and 
scroll down to the golf outing link. You may also send an email 
to LeeAnna Rondot, CTSFW Community Services Director, at 
LeeAnna.Rondot@ctsfw.edu.

Cherry Hill Golf Course is located at 6615 Wheelock Road in 
Fort Wayne.

Golfers: sign up for outing and help community

mailto:sabelt%40pfw.edu?subject=
mailto:revtsabel%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:meadcm02%40pfw.edu?subject=
http://in.lcms.org/campus-ministry
mailto:LeeAnna.Rondot%40ctsfw.edu?subject=
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The saints at Faith Lutheran Church, 
Columbus, were gathered on Nov. 6 to 
celebrate the 60th anniversary of the 
congregation’s first service, held on 
All Saints Day in 1962. 

The service began with the recently 
dedicated carillon calling the 
congregation before the Lord. The 
singing was led by the Moeller 
pipe organ as well as several 
instrumentalists and vocalists. The 
congregation sang a selection of 
hymns, most of which were sung at 
the first service, and at the fifth-, 
10th- and 25th-service anniversaries.

Rev. Dr. D. Richard Stuckwisch, 
Indiana District president, preached 
on the All Saints texts and hymns, 
giving thanks to God for saints pres-

ent and departed. The congregation 
then rejoiced in the Lord’s gift of His 
body and blood, binding us together 
as His saints. Following the service 
the congregation enjoyed cake, punch, 
and fellowship. 

The congregation is also finishing 
a building project to expand the 
parish hall and kitchen and build 
new restrooms. When the project is 
completed, Faith will host a dinner to 
celebrate both the 60th anniversary 
and the new building.

60 YEARS  
of Faith

Pictured during the service are from left, Rev. Todd Riordan, Faith 
pastor, and Rev. Dr. D. Richard Stuckwisch, Indiana District president.

Pastor Riordan gives 
a message to the 
children.
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By Nik Knoblauch 
Christ, Woodburn

We may have been met by the re-
cord-setting heat of Texas in mid-July, 
but Houston had so much more to of-
fer during our time at the 2022 LCMS 
Youth Gathering.

I am the father of a teenage son and 
was blessed to be able to attend my 
first Gathering with him as an adult 
chaperone, along with a great group 
of high school and college youth from 
Christ Lutheran Church, Woodburn. 

The theme of the 2022 Gathering 
was “In All Things,” as inspired by 
Colossians 1:15-20. Paul’s letter tells 
us that nothing in our existence goes 
untouched by the unconditional love 
of Jesus. From prayer groups in the 
hotel lobby, thousands of shared hugs 
among strangers, swapping high 
fives every day with the wonderful 
volunteer staff, trading signatures on 
bucket hats, secretly clipping clothes 
pins on back packs that were deco-
rated with Bible verses or words of 

encouragement, serving with groups 
from multiple congregations to 
build granite walking paths from an 
apartment complex to a Houston-area 
church, singing worship songs and 
dancing each night at Minute Maid 
Park with the 20,000 attendees … 
celebrating and sharing that love was 
evident everywhere!

Not only did we celebrate God’s love 
at the Gathering, but we were able to 
study it and examine where it shows 
up in our life. Insightful and educated 
presenters led morning Bible studies 
and numerous youth and adult classes 
each day. Youth sessions covered a 
wide variety of topics including social 
media, technology, body image, race 
relations, relationships, sex, abortion, 
LGBTQ, mental health, human traf-
ficking and suicide. 

Adult sessions offered information 
and discussion about youth ministry, 
outreach, baptismal faith, discipleship 
and Bible study curriculum, to name 

a few. After attending a mens-only 
class, a young man from our group 
said, “One thing that still sticks with 
me today from the Youth Gathering 
was the men’s talk. I still remember 
talking about Kurt Cobain and how 
he had everything, but he had a toxic 
relationship which ruined his life and 
led to his suicide.” Another young man 
recalled, “One thing that has stuck 
with me since the Youth Gathering 
was that it is alright to be broken. This 
has helped me through some recent 
events in my life.”

Some other highlights from our trip 
were a dog ministry presentation 
at Resurrection Lutheran Church, 
Houston, fireworks at the conclusion 
of the mass event on opening night, a 
performance from a comedian (who 
happened to be from Huntington) and 
an amazing concert by the group For 
King & Country.

It was truly amazing to experience the 
outpouring of love, fellowship, sense 
of community and expression of faith 
at the Gathering. I would encourage 
any congregation to take part in it. 
New Orleans in 2025!

‘In All Things’
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Indiana District members, including Rev. Dr. D. Richard 
Stuckwisch (district president), Rev. Dr. Geoffrey 
Robinson (district outreach and human care executive) 
and 41 others recently visited Israel. The group was led 
by LCEF district vice-presidents TJ Mattick (Indiana 
District) and Rev. Daniel Lepley (English District).

The group left for the Holy Land on Jan. 4 and spent 
multiple nights in Jerusalem, followed by a stay in 
Tiberius on the shores of the Sea of Galilee.

The group was able to visit the old city of Jerusalem 
and tour multiple sites, including the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre (Mount Calvary, the Anointing Stone, 
and the Holy Tomb), the Western Wall, tunnels on 
the western side of the Temple Mount, the Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer, and the Via Dolorosa. The 
group also visited many places around Jerusalem, in-
cluding Bethlehem, Jericho, Mount Zion, the Mount of 
Olives (Garden of Gethsemane), and Bethany.

Near the Sea of Galilee, the group toured many of the 
places where Jesus’ primary ministry took place. The 
group visited the Mount of the Beatitudes, Capernaum 
(“the Town of Jesus”), Magdala, and the Valley of the 
Doves (the Gospel Trail). They also took a boat ride on 
the Sea of Galilee, and afterward saw the remains of a 
recovered first-century fishing boat.

Many other locations were visited in their time to-
gether, including Bet She’an, the Dead Sea, the Jordan 
River site believed to be the location of Jesus’ Baptism 
by St. John, and Elisha’s Spring (in Jericho).  

This trip was made possible thanks to a generous donor 
who helped fund the trip for Indiana District pastors. 
The trip will undoubtedly have a profound impact on 
the teaching and preaching of the pastors.

TOP 
Rev. Daniel Mackey, 
pastor of Grace, 
Muncie, and Indiana 
District secretary, 
leads devotions.

LEFT  
Rev. Dr. Geoffrey 
Robinson, district 
outreach and human 
care executive, en-
joys a camel ride.

BELOW 
The tour group 
enjoys dinner and 
fellowship.

District group tours Holy Land
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March 1 
John and Jackie Lambert, 55 
Grace, New Albany

March 2 
Robert and Carol Fischer, 60 
Grace, New Albany
Norman and Linda Patrick, 55 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

March 3 
Pete and Pamela Moss, 50 
Immanuel, Seymour
Steve and Janet Mueller, 50 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

March 7 
Jim and Judy McCoy, 64 
Grace, Muncie
Jim and Joyce Mulzer, 59 
Emmanuel, Tell City

March 8 
John and Rhea Allman, 57 
Immanuel, Seymour

March 9 
Loreen and Colleen Grabner, 66 
St. John – Flatrock, Monroeville
Bob and Irene LaLonde, 66 
Heritage, Valparaiso

March 11 
James and Suzanne, 56 
St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne
Rich and Linda Kraus, 51 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne

March 13 
Tom and Judy Kanning, 58 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

March 15 
Bill and Carolyn Fair, 65 
Cornerstone, Carmel

March 16 
Glen and Anita Rahe, 57 
Trinity, Dillsboro

Anniversaries (50 and over) Birthdays (90 and over)

March 19 
Jimmy and Gloria Nash, 57 
St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne

March 20 
Steve and Nan Burton, 53 
Grace, New Albany

March 21 
Harold and Linda Burke, 55 
Christ, Woodburn
Gayle and Nancy Carlson, 53 
Cornerstone, Carmel

March 23 
Erwin and Marilyn Knoblauch, 66 
Christ, Woodburn
Jerry and Judy McGinley, 60 
Immanuel, Seymour

March 25 
Duane and Susie Brown, 62 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
James and Claudia Atwood, 51 
Grace, New Albany

March 26 
Joe and Marilyn Johnson, 63 
Redeemer, Seymour

March 28 
Bill and Sharon Kammeyer, 58 
St. Peter’s, Fort Wayne
Mike and Rita Stuckwisch, 53 
Immanuel, Seymour

March 29 
Gene and Linda Emily, 59 
Immanuel, Seymour
Jim and Diana Sims, 59 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne
Bill and Marilyn Ziegele, 53 
Cornerstone, Carmel

March 30 
Richard and Barbara Runge, 60 
Immanuel, Seymour
Bill and Debra Action, 50 
Emanuel–Dudleytown, Seymour

March 1 
Ora Lee Schwade, 93 
Immanuel, Seymour
JR Wessel, 93 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown

March 2 
Dorothy Zumhingst, 92 
Redeemer, Seymour
William O’Mary, 91 
Immanuel, Seymour
Dee Freudenberg, 90 
Church of Our 
Redeemer, Evansville

March 3 
Patricia Askins, 91 
Trinity-Dramstradt, 
Evansville
Beverly Dahlmann, 91 
Cornerstone, Carmel

March 4 
Marcille Karbach, 96 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

March 5 
Roland Preuss, 96 
Cornerstone, Carmel
Elvira Schafer, 91 
Immanuel, Seymour

March 6 
Al Wick, 93 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

Paul Goeglein, 90 
Christ, Woodburn
Lou Ann Holderman, 90 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

March 7 
Calvin Hoffman, 95 
St. John – Flatrock, 
Monroeville
Frances Holle, 92 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown

March 9 
Louise Kaiser, 93 
St. John–Flatrock, 
Monroeville

March 11 
Norma Thomas, 97 
Immanuel, Seymour

March 16 
Harold Kyser, 102 
Immanuel, Seymour

March 19 
Sharon Stevens, 91 
Trinity-Dramstradt, 
Evansville
Alice Wieneke, 90 
Immanuel, Seymour

March 20 
Mary Berger, 92 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

March 21 
Doris Denzine, 93 
Heritage, Valparaiso

March 23 
Ruby Gaston, 91 
Zion, Wabash

March 25 
Leona Kleaving, 98 
Emmanuel, Tell City

March 28 
Georgian Ann Halter, 96 
St. John’s, Vincennes

March 29 
Bonnie Zimmer, 93 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Darrell Jenkins, 90 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne

March 30 
Ruth Wien, 100 
St. James, Lafayette

March 31 
Joan Bredemeyer, 95 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Helen Judd, 92 
Concordia, Greenwood

Feb. 14 
Carl Eckelman, 90 
St. James, Lafayette

Feb. 25 
Janet Doege, 90 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

LHM float wins Rose Parade award

Jonathan Schultz, Concordia Publishing House 
president and CEO, stands in front of the LHM 
Tournament of Roses float with his wife, Sue.

For 72 years, Lutheran Hour 
Ministries (LHM) has entered 
a float in the annual Tourna-

ment of Roses Parade in Pasadena, 
Calif. This year, the LHM float — 
titled “A New Day with Jesus” — was 
awarded the Tournament of Roses 
Director Award.

The centerpiece of LHM’s 2023 float 
was a church with the sun rising 
behind it. Stained glass windows on 
the exterior of the church tell the sto-
ry of God’s love.

The LHM float is a self-funded proj-
ect of the Lutheran Hour Ministries 

Float Committee (LHMFC) and the 
Southern California District of the 
International Lutheran Laymen’s 
League. The committee’s ongoing 
work is funded by donations and 
fundraising and is not included in 
the operating budget of LHM.

The LHM float — the only Chris-
tian-themed float in the parade — 
was decorated by the LHMFC Petal 
Pushers, an organization of about 
5,000 volunteers from across the 
U.S. and Canada who come together 
each year to help build floats. Learn 
more at petalpushers.org.

http://petalpushers.org
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WEEK OF MARCH 5
Circuit 21 – Evansville East

• Emmanuel, Tell City
•  Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer, 

Evansville
• Our Saviour, Evansville
• Peace, Owensboro
• St. John, Evanston
• Trinity, Henderson

RSO: Cedar Lake Lodge, LaGrange
LCMS DISTRICT: Southeastern

WEEK OF MARCH 12
Circuit 1 - Hammond

• Faith, DeMotte
• Good Shepherd, Gary
• Grace, Dyer
• Redeemer, Highland
• St. John, Gary
• St. Paul’s, Munster
• Trinity, Crown Point
• Trinity, Hammond
• Trinity, Lowell
• Trinity Memorial, Merrillville

LCMS DISTRICT: Southern
MINISTRY: Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis

Prayer list
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Share your 
news with us!

We are always in need of more submis-
sions for the Indiana District Lutheran 
Witness insert. They help remind us of 
what God is doing around the Indiana 
District. It is also a way to share ideas 
for nurturing those God has already 
gathered into His church and for 
reaching those still outside of the flock 
with the Good News about Jesus. It 
finally reminds each of us that Christ’s 
church is much larger than just our 
particular congregation.

We welcome pictures and stories 
of congregational events, youth 
events, outreach events, installations, 
events from your men’s or women’s 
group, servant events, conferences, 
anniversaries, church renovations 
or additions, and much more. If 
you would like an upcoming event 
publicized, please make sure we have 
the information at least two months in 
advance.

Submissions for the May issue are 
needed by March. 15.

Send submissions to  
LWeditor@in.lcms.org or 

Lutheran Witness Editor
LCMS Indiana District
1145 South Barr St.
Fort Wayne, IN 46802

WEEK OF MARCH 19
Circuit 7 – Fort Wayne South

• Aboite, Fort Wayne
• Bethlehem, Fort Wayne
• Emmaus, Fort Wayne
• Mount Calvary, Fort Wayne
• New Life, Fort Wayne 
• Peace, Fort Wayne
• Shepherd of the City, Fort Wayne
• Southwest, Fort Wayne
• Trinity–Decatur Road, Fort Wayne
• Zion, Fort Wayne

LCMS DISTRICT: Southern Illinois 
RSO: Cranach Institute, Fort Wayne

WEEK OF MARCH 26
Circuit 14 – Indianapolis South 

• Calvary, Indianapolis
• Concordia, Greenwood
• Emmaus, Indianapolis
• First Timothy, Indianapolis
• Our Savior, Indianapolis
• St. Paul’s, Indianapolis 
• St. Peter’s, Indianapolis

LCMS DISTRICT: Texas
RSO: Cross Connections, Fort Wayne

mailto:LWeditor%40in.lcms.org?subject=
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How filled is your glass?
We are now in the heart of the Lenten season! We often 
hear the question, “What are you going to give up for Lent?” 
or “What are you going to take up for Lent?” 

Below I have an acronym I’m asking you to insert into your 
mental baggage. It is:

Let’s Eliminate Negative Thinking
Even though Ash Wednesday was last month, we still can 
implement the acronym into our lifestyle. Instead of looking 
to the future in terms of disasters, failures and catastrophes, 
look to Christ as your comforter and provider.

Are you a glass half-full or a glass half-empty person? How 
many times do we sit in church and say, “That sermon was 
too long,” or “All pastor preaches is about money? That’s all 
the church wants!”

A positive mental attitude produces positive thoughts which 
can improve your physical and spiritual health. This attitude 
makes you more optimistic, friendly and considerate, plus 

Ken Schilf 
Council of  
Resources
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it improves your relationships with 
others.

To have this positive attitude, you 
need to be grounded in God’s Word. 
Here’s some Scripture to help you:

Rejoice always, pray without 
ceasing, give thanks in all circum-
stances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench 
the Spirit. 1 THESS. 5:16-19

My son, be attentive to my words; 
incline your ear to my sayings.
Let them not escape from your 
sight; keep them within your heart.
For they are life to those who find 
them, and healing to all their flesh.
Keep your heart with all vigilance, 
for from it flow the springs of life.
Put away from you crooked speech, 
and put devious talk far from you.
Let your eyes look directly forward, 
and your gaze be straight before 
you. PROV. 4:20-25

Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, that by testing you 
may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. ROM. 12:2

Both riches and honor come from 
you, and you rule over all. In your 
hand are power and might, and in 
your hand it is to make great and 
to give strength to all. And now we 
thank you, our God, and praise your 
glorious name. 1 CHRON. 29: 12-13
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