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F
ebruary leads us from the season of Epiphany into 
the season of Lent, which is surely a most profound 
transition in the tenor and trajectory of the church 
year. It also entails the most obvious difference 

between the one-year and three-year lectionaries. 

For those following the historic one-year lectionary, 
the season of Epiphany culminated in the Feast of the 
Transfiguration of Our Lord on the last Sunday in January, 
and February commences with the three so-called “gesima” 
Sundays. Those Sundays already look ahead to Easter, but 
they serve to prepare the church for the penitential season of 
Lent by focusing on the righteousness of faith in Christ and 
the righteousness of the Christian life in Christ Jesus.

For those following the three-year lectionary, the season 
of Epiphany continues into February and then reaches its 
conclusion in the Feast of the Transfiguration on the Sunday 
before Ash Wednesday. Those three additional Sundays 
“after the Epiphany” demonstrate, in a variety of ways, the 
manifestation of the glory of God in the person, words and 
works of the incarnate Son, Christ Jesus. In Series A this 
year, that divine glory is set before us in the Lord’s Sermon 
on the Mount, with which He catechizes His church in a life 
of holy faith and holy love, like unto His own life in human 
flesh and blood.

Despite their divergence and distinctive differences at 
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District President

From glory
unto glory

this point, in both lectionaries the 
Transfiguration of Our Lord is a 
decisive turning point in the church 
year, as surely as it is in the Holy 
Gospels. It is from that glorious 
Epiphany on the high and holy 
mountain that Jesus descends into 
the depths of our sin and death, 
setting His face toward Jerusalem 
and the exodus that He will 
accomplish there by His sacrifice 
upon the cross and in His bodily 
resurrection from the dead. To the 
fallen world and to our own mortal 
flesh this appears to be the ultimate 
“crash and burn,” at the very least 
an utter contradiction and tragic 
turnabout. 

Yet, it is by His voluntary suffering 
and death and the shedding of His 
holy and precious blood that He 
accomplishes for all of us poor sinners 
the very divine glory that He has 
manifested throughout Epiphany — 
from His Baptism in the waters of the 
Jordan River to His transfiguration 
on Mount Tabor.

It is the glory of the cross of Christ, 
the glory of His atoning sacrifice 
for the salvation of sinners, that is 
manifested in His epiphany and 
in His resurrection from the dead. 
Though it is hidden for now from our 
human eyes and all our senses, it is 
given and revealed by His Word and 
Holy Spirit in the ministry of His 
Gospel, in His Means of Grace, which 
are indeed the blessed fruits of His 
cross and passion. God grant us the 
faith to see and receive that beautiful 
glory of God in Christ, even in the 
midst of sin and death.
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Rev. Anthony Dodgers was installed as associate pastor of Bethlehem, Ossian, on 
Dec. 4. Pictured are, from left (front row) Rev. Peter Brock, Rev. Daniel Dahling, Rev. 
Dr. Geoffrey Boyle, Rev. Samuel Wirgau (Bethlehem senior pastor), Rev. Anthony 
Dodgers, Rev. Dr. Richard Stuckwisch, Rev. George Odhiambo, Rev. Daniel Burfiend, 
Rev. Andrew Yeager; (back row) Morgan Phillips (seminary student), Rev. Zachary 
Oedewaldt, Rev. Berett Steffen, Rev. Dr. Benjamin Mayes, Rev. Matthew Wietfeldt, 
Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege and Rev. Martin Moehring

Associate pastor  
installed at Bethlehem 

Rev. Dr. Matthew Prince, who serves as a U.S. Navy chaplain, 
returned to his home church, Redeemer, Seymour, to preach 
during the Nov. 13 service. He serves as director of Commander, 
Naval Surface Force Atlantic (CNSL) Ministry Center in Norfolk, Va.

Chaplain Prince’s grandparents are charter members of Redeemer, 
which is in a year-long celebration of its 75th anniversary. 
The congregation is welcoming former pastors, and sons of 
the congregation who have become pastors, preach for the 
celebration. The Nov. 13th service also recognized Veterans Day 
as the congregation thanked God for those who served in the 
U.S. Armed Forces and their families.

Chaplain Prince, who also gave the childrens’ message, is pictured 
at right next to Rev. Andrew Currao, Redeemer senior pastor. 

The service is available for viewing at youtu.be/c6jKq58-y94.

Welcome home, 
Chaplain Prince!
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CTSFW

The Christ Academy Spring Confirmation Retreat is made 
up of three important elements: confessional catechesis, li-
turgical worship and a fun life together. Every year Concor-
dia Theological Seminary hosts two retreats for confirma-
tion students (in fall and spring). Each retreat focuses on a 
different topic. Over the last three years, the focus has been 
on one of the six chief parts of Luther’s Small Catechism.

Check-in starts on Friday evening at the Welcome Cen-
ter between 6 and 7 p.m., when groups will pick up their 
dorm-room keys. That same night, pizza will be served 
in the Student Commons at 7:30, followed by the first 
session at 8. The next day consists of catechetical sessions, 
a guest speaker and a fun evening event for the students. 
The retreat concludes on Sunday after church at historic 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in downtown Fort Wayne.

An invitation extends to any of the youth in your congre-
gation who are preparing for first communion or con-
firmation. CTSFW asks that an appropriate number of 
chaperones attend to oversee the students. The cost for the 
entire weekend is $110 per individual (whether catechu-
men or chaperone), which includes food, housing, classes 
and fun. Payment can be made by calling the seminary’s 
cashier, or by bringing a check to the retreat.

So you want to be a pastor or a deaconess. You’ve talked 
with your family about changing vocations and about 
the move to the seminary. You’ve prayed to the Lord for 
wisdom and guidance. You have heard and answered our 
Lord’s command, to “pray earnestly to the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into His harvest” (Matt. 9:38). 
So, where do you go from here?

Prayerfully Consider is a biannual event designed to 
give future pastors and deaconesses a first-hand look at 
CTSFW. During this free weekend, you attend classes, 
talk with current students, meet the faculty, and worship 
in Kramer Chapel. You also hear from CTSFW personnel, 
who are on hand to make your transition to seminary life 
easier. You will learn about financial aid, housing, and the 
Food and Clothing Co-op. 

A campus tour highlights the historical and theological 
aspects of the facilities. A tour of Fort Wayne explores 
the seminary’s broader environs, its public and private 
schools, parks and residential areas.

Prayerfully Consider affords a vivid picture of what life as 
a CTSFW student looks like. It is a time to have questions 
answered and to find encouragement from those who have 
already taken a step forward toward the seminary.

Seminary to hold retreat, visitation
Prayerfully Consider Visit Spring 2023

March 16-18
Spring Confirmation Retreat 2023

Feb. 17-19

For more information about either event or to register, visit ctsfw.edu, click the “Events” 
tab at top and scroll to the event. Feel free to reach out if you have questions.  

Contact Rev. Matthew Wietfeldt, CTSFW director of Admission, at 260-452-2278  
or ChristAcademy@ctsfw.edu.
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GOD VALUES ALL HUMAN LIFE.
WE VALUE ALL HUMAN LIFE.

S
tudents in grades 6-12 are 
welcome and encouraged to 
participate in the Lutherans 
For Life essay contest. 

Students will compete in two grade 
categories, 6-8 and 9-12. The con-
test is open to students who attend a 
Lutheran school or a Lutheran church.

Students will write a life-affirming 
essay based on the theme “Just As … I 
Am,” with Eph. 2:10:

For we are his workmanship, creat-
ed in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them.

Examples of topics the essay could 
deal with (but not limited to) are 
abortion, the handicapped, adoption 
or foster care, infanticide, cloning, 
stem cell research, and physician- 
assisted suicide or euthanasia.

All sources for references, statistics 
and quotes should be incorporated 
within the essay and then included 
in a bibliography at the end. Students 
in grades 6-8 should submit essays 
up to 400 words, and students in 
grades 9-12 should submit essays up 
to 750 words.

Entries should be submitted digitally 
using Microsoft Word or Google Docs. 

State essay contests precede the na-
tional essay contest. State essay win-
ners in the two grade categories will 
be entered into the national contest.

The submission deadline is April 1. 
For more information and guidelines, 
visit lutheransforlife.org/2023- 
lutherans-for-life-essay-contest. 

You may also contact Karen Blank of 
LFL of Indiana at kannblack@gmail.
com. Essays should be sent to Karen.

LFL holding essay contest
The Y4life College Leadership 
Retreat will be held March 24-26.

Are you a Y4Life team leader or 
hoping to start a Y4Life team 
on your campus? If so, then this 
weekend retreat is for you! 

In addition to meeting other 4Life 
leaders, participants will learn 
what Y4Life leadership looks like, 
how to create a Gospel-motivat-
ed foundation for their teams, 
plan for the year ahead, build a 
project and learn how to handle 
hardship.

Space is limited! Contact 
Michelle Bauman at 
michelle@y4life.org for access to 
the registration page.

For more information about 
Y4life, visit y4life.org.

Coming  
this spring!
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They swore to protect us, even with their lives. 
Life’s circumstances, however, can sometimes 
change for some of our country’s heroes — our 
veterans — and they need a bit of help. One orga-
nization dedicated to this mission is Shepherd’s 
House of Fort Wayne, which focuses on helping 
homeless veterans. This is a faith-based ministry 
serving them in both body and spirit. 

In honor of Veterans Day, Christ Lutheran 
Church, Woodburn showed their support 
for our vets. The Social Welfare Committee 
organized a drive to collect items requested by 
Shepherd’s House for the benefit of their clients. 
Christ Lutheran members graciously donated 
gloves, hats, bath towel sets and food items for 
these men, remembering them for their service 
to our country. Upon delivery to Shepherd’s 
House, the veterans helped unload the boxes 
and expressed their appreciation for all the 
donated goods.

Many of us think of several well-known agen-
cies when we wish to donate clothing, food or 
other goods. Next time, please consider Shep-
herd’s House and the veterans who live there. 
Our veterans were willing to protect us; now we 
can now be there for them.

— Submitted by the Christ Lutheran Social Welfare 
Committee, Woodburn

Mercy for our
VETERANS
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Set Apart to Serve is the intentional effort of the LCMS to identify, 
encourage and form future church workers for the sake of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ until His return. 

Your congregation can help spread the word about this effort and point 
interested future workers in the right direction by sharing information 
about the Set Apart to Serve initiative within your congregation. To down-
load bulletin inserts and presentations, and to learn more about the 
initiative, visit lcms.org/sas.

Future church workers
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The Evangelical Lutheran Mission Society for the Chinese (ELMSC), 
an LCMS Recognized Service Organization, is in search of com-
plete parament sets for Chinese-speaking mission congregations. 
If you can help or if you have questions, contact Jim Claybourn at 
jwclaybourn@gmail.com.
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Feb. 1 
David and Regina Osterman, 54 
Immanuel, Seymour

Feb. 2 
Carl and Sharon Diehm, 65 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

Feb. 4 
Gary and Sue Knotts, 54 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Feb. 5 
Jerry and Karen Koch, 56 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Joe and Carol Rorig, 56 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown

Feb. 6 
David and Lorene Hudson, 52 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne

Feb. 7 
Gene and Sharon Deutsch, 53 
Church of Our Redeemer, 
Evansville
Phil and Diane Rorig, 53 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown

Feb. 10 
Richard and Linda Meyers, 54 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

Feb. 11 
Calvin and Janet Dorward, 67 
Heritage, Valparaiso

Feb. 13 
David and Diane Banks, 51 
Immanuel, Seymour

Feb. 15 
Jim and Dixie Spiller, 59 
Cornerstone, Carmel
Phil and Candy Hagen, 54 
Cornerstone, Carmel
Dennis and Barbara Ramsey, 54 
Immanuel, Seymour

Anniversaries (50 and over)

Birthdays (90 and over)

Leon and Marilynn Walker, 54 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Feb. 16 
Richard and Doris Zirkelbach, 55 
Christ, Woodburn

Feb. 17 
Larry and Janet Burchell, 50 
Redeemer, Seymour
Jim and Karen Martin, 50 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne

Feb. 18 
Jack and Grace Ann Oak, 67 
Trinity Evangelical, Dillsboro

Feb. 19 
Bill and Mary Davis, 51 
Cornerstone, Carmel
Feb. 20 
John and Cheryl Maxwell, 52 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

Feb. 22 
Jerry and Connie Maschino, 54 
Immanuel, Seymour

Feb. 23 
Charles and Carol Bell, 59 
Immanuel, Seymour
Don and Karen Hawes, 56 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Feb. 27 
Mike and Suanne Roemer, 58 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne

Feb. 28 
Donald Paul and Alice Keck, 69 
Trinity, Darmstadt
Jim and Linda Kamman, 53 
Immanuel, Seymour

Feb. 1 
Joan Knapp, 97 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne

Feb. 2 
Marcella Baker, 95 
Christ, Woodburn
Norma Cottingham, 92 
Immanuel, Seymour

Feb. 3 
Dee Belden, 95 
Grace, New Albany

Feb. 4  
Margaret Rosser, 94 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Feb. 5 
Patricia Augspurger, 95 
Christ, Woodburn

Feb. 8 
Lois Weber, 90 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

Feb. 9 
Marilyn Berning, 93 
St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne

Feb. 21 
Maryann Grelle, 91 
Redeemer, Seymour
Wanda Scare, 90 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

Feb. 22 
Ruth Kelly, 97 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne

Feb. 24 
Barbara Daugherty, 95 
St. John, Vincennes 

Feb. 25 
Leona Kleaving, 98 
Emmanuel, Tell City
Rolland Rebber, 92 
Redeemer, Seymour
Margaret Bradtmiller, 90 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

Feb. 28 
Donna Myers, 91 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

By Sarah Reinsel
LCMS Communications

Registration is now 
open for a full summer 
of LCMS Servant Events 
in 2023. After several 
summers of irregular 
events and limited 
scheduling due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
Servant Event leaders 
and youth alike are 
excited to be back in full 
swing. 

Servant Event leaders noticed increasing anticipation 
at last summer’s LCMS Youth Gathering and hope to 
make good use of the momentum. 

“Our tagline while we were in Houston [for the Gath-
ering] was ‘serve next summer,’ or ‘how are you going 
to serve next summer,’” said DCE Jim Lohman, who 
just retired as director of LCMS Servant Events and 
associate director of LCMS Youth Ministry.

LCMS congregations, summer camps and Recog-
nized Service Organizations across the country will 
host Servant Events from May through August. Vol-
unteer opportunities — geared toward high-schoolers 
but open to other ages — range from building trails in 
Colorado, to doing home maintenance for families in 
need in Appalachian Ohio, to providing community 
outreach for refugee children in the Fort Wayne area. 

Many Servant Events challenge youth to try some-
thing entirely new. Joe Palinkas, the Servant Event 
leader for Camp Lutherhaven in Albion, Ind., re-
counted one event where he taught a group of girls 
how to use chainsaws. Although they had never done 
anything like that before, by the end of the training 
they could use the chainsaws safely and confidently. 

Camp Lutherhaven will hold three events: Noble 
Servants (June 25-30); All Nations Outreach (July 16-
21); and Burmese Mission Outreach (July 18-23). 

At its heart, the Servant Events program provides 
youth with a way to participate in the work of spread-
ing the Gospel. 

“It’s really not about our service,” said Lohman. “It’s 
about the opportunity that we have to be a Christ-like 
servant leader in whatever setting we’re in.”

For a list of upcoming Servant Events and more 
information on event dates and registration, visit 
lcms-servantevents.org.

Summer Servant Events
back in full swing
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WEEK OF FEB. 5
Circuit 19 – Aurora
• Bethany, Connersville
• Faith, Madison
• Holy Trinity, Greensburg
• St. John, Aurora
• St. John-Farmers Retreat, Dillsboro
• St. Paul-Clifty, Columbus
• St. Paul’s, Cross Plains
• Trinity, Dillsboro
Ministry: 4Kenyas Kids
LCMS DISTRICT: Rocky Mountain

WEEK OF FEB. 12
Circuit 4 – South Bend

• Calvary, Plymouth
• Emmaus, South Bend
• Our Redeemer, South Bend 
• Prince of Peace, Goshen
• Redeemer, Warsaw 
• St. Paul, South Bend
• St. Paul-Woodland, Mishawaka
• St. Paul’s, Bremen
• St. Peter’s, Warsaw
• Trinity, Culver
• Trinity, Elkhart

RSO: Bethesda Lutheran Communities, 
Fort Wayne
LCMS DISTRICT: SELC

Prayer list
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Share your 
news with us!

We are always in need of more submis-
sions for the Indiana District Lutheran 
Witness insert. They help remind us of 
what God is doing around the Indiana 
District. It is also a way to share ideas 
for nurturing those God has already 
gathered into His church and for 
reaching those still outside of the flock 
with the Good News about Jesus. It 
finally reminds each of us that Christ’s 
church is much larger than just our 
particular congregation.

We welcome pictures and stories 
of congregational events, youth 
events, outreach events, installations, 
events from your men’s or women’s 
group, servant events, conferences, 
anniversaries, church renovations 
or additions, and much more. If 
you would like an upcoming event 
publicized, please make sure we have 
the information at least two months in 
advance.

Submissions for the April issue are 
needed by Feb. 15.

Send submissions to  
LWeditor@in.lcms.org or 

Lutheran Witness Editor
LCMS Indiana District
1145 South Barr St.
Fort Wayne, IN 46802

WEEK OF FEB. 19
Circuit 6 – Fort Wayne North

• Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
• Faith, Churubusco
• Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
• Our Hope, Huntertown
• Praise, Fort Wayne
• St. Augustine, Fort Wayne
• St. Michael, Fort Wayne
• St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne
• Suburban Bethlehem, Fort Wayne
• Trinity-St. Mary’s, Fort Wayne

RSO: Camp Lutherhaven, Albion
LCMS DISTRICT:  South Dakota

WEEK OF FEB. 26
Circuit 11 – Kokomo 

• Christ, Anderson
• Emanuel, Arcadia
• Emanuel, Tipton
• Good Shepherd, Kokomo
• Grace, Muncie
•  Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer, 

Kokomo
• St. James, Marion
• St. John’s, Peru
• St. Peter, Huntington
• Zion, Kokomo
• Zion, Wabash

RSO: Camp Lakeview, Seymour
LCMS DISTRICT: South Wisconsin



8 / INDIANA

STEWARDSHIP

Ken Schilf 
Council of  
Resources

There is much 
data that reveals 
that the best place 
for stewardship 
education is in the 
home. After all, 
we can go back to 
the beginning of 
time when God 
the Creator told 
Adam and Eve to 
dress and keep 
His creation. That 
came on the heels of His instruction 
to be fruitful and multiply. In other 
words, to fill the earth and subdue it.

They were to have dominion over the 
fish, birds and every living thing.

If Adam and Eve neglected their 
duties, who would fulfill God’s com-
mand? Truly, husband and wife were 
to do what God commanded. But their 
responsibilities didn’t end there. They 
were to be fruitful and multiply. There-
fore, they had an obligation to pass on 
God’s command to the next generation.

In this 21st century, we have the same 
directive from our Father. The most 

faithful stewards of all will tell of how 
their parents and grandparents (yes, 
you’re not excused) modeled faithful 
stewardship for them in their forma-
tive years.

Personally, I witnessed my single 
mother faithfully and without com-
plaint give her tithe each week. Like-
wise, my grandparents did the same 
even though they had just come out of 
the depression.

Then there were my wife’s parents. 
Not only did they give generously to 
their home congregation financially, 
but, being farmers, they also gave 
their first-fruit crops to the needy in 
of the church. They weren’t farmers 
refusing to plant their next harvest 
because they were afraid to let go of 
their seeds. For the Bible says:

Honor the Lord with your wealth 
and with the firstfruits of all your 
produce. PROV. 3:9

Is that because God is poor and He 
needs it? No! He wants us to sow into 
His kingdom so that His work and 
His will can be done on earth.

HOME: WHERE STEWARDSHIP BEGINS
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Making stewardship part of 
your home instruction will 
influence the next genera-
tion in seeing the need for 
regular support for the con-
gregation, and for the need 
to share the Gospel locally 
and beyond.

The servant leader
Pastors and steward leaders 
need to take seriously the 
need for raising up faithful 
stewards, especially those 
who will become fathers. 
This is critical especially 
in the modern world that 
often devalues the need for 
fatherhood and masculinity. 
The model of father/steward 
is not a lord of the house. It is 
a servant leader who sacrifices 
for and leads those entrusted 
to his care. Fathers who have 

regular connection to Word and Sacra-
ment and make the necessary sacrifices 
to ensure that their family has regular 
connection to Word and Sacrament will 
then be able to reflect the heart of God 
that is revealed in Jesus Christ. Fathers 
who seek to forgive as they have been 
forgiven will have a greater opportunity 
to have children who will also be faith-
ful stewards of the treasure that is the 
forgiveness of sins. 

Steward leaders, this is not rocket 
science. Making the investment in the 
formation of homes that steward the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ faithfully and 
daily will have the greatest stewardship 
results. This will also lead to generations 
seeing the need for regular support for 
the local congregation both financially 
and in service. Take time every month to 
plan how the pastor and steward leaders 
can invest in their fathers. It will most 
certainly bring an increase in return in 
the near term and generationally.

(This article was inspired by a recent 
issue of StewardCAST, the monthly news-
letter of LCMS Stewardship Ministry. The 
final two paragraphs are reprinted.)


