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  NEW PALS DIRECTOR 

Rev. Jonathan Manor has accepted the call to be the Director of PALS. 

Jonathan and Tiffany have served as PALS facilitators in the New 

England District since 2015.  

Please join me in welcoming Jonathan to PALS! You can send him 

greetings at pastor.manor@gmail.com.  

 

 

mailto:pastor.manor@gmail.com
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  THIS IS GOOD, AND IS PLEASING IN THE SIGHT OF GOD OUR SAVIOR, WHO DESIRES ALL 

PEOPLE TO BE SAVED AND TO COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH.” 1 TIMOTHY 2:3-4 

Dear Pastor, 

Does it ever feel like your life and ministry is a battle far greater than your eye can see or your mind can comprehend? 

Does it ever feel like your life and ministry is in a cosmic battle beyond what is visible? Does it ever feel like your life and 

ministry is in spiritual warfare?  

Perhaps Hector Barbosa’s quote in Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl applies here, “You best start 

believing in ghost stories, Miss Turner... you're in one!” 

The appointed text for St. Michael and All Angels (September 29) is Daniel 10:10—14. The prophet, Daniel, shepherd of 

God’s people, is exiled with the Judeans to Babylon. Seventy years later, Persia is on the rise to defeat Babylon. At this 

time the pre-incarnate Christ appears to Daniel. Daniel’s reaction to the very presence of God is astounding. He loses his 

strength, he is humbled, he is troubled, he falls to his face. 

Jesus strengthens his servant. “O Daniel, man greatly loved, understand the words that I speak to you, and stand upright, 

for now I have been sent to you.” God sets Daniel upright and says, “Fear not.”  

Then the pre-incarnate Christ informs Daniel of the greater context of his ministry. He tells of the “prince of the kingdom 

of Persia,” Satan. Satan and his band of evil angels are doing battle to “undermine God’s purpose in the Persian 

Empire.”1 Satan and his band of evil angels are doing battle where you are doing ministry as well. 

 

1 Andrew E. Steinmann, Concordia Commentary: Daniel, St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2008: 505.  

O Pastor, Man Greatly Loved 



3 

St. Paul writes to Timothy, “This is good, and is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved” 

(1 Tim. 2:3-4). He then speaks of God saving all people through the one mediator, Jesus Christ, who gave himself as a 

ransom for all. This is the very thing that Satan and his band of evil angels vehemently opposes. He wants no redemption 

for God’s people. Therefore, Satan wages war on you, on the proclamation of the Gospel, and on all God’s people.  

In his preface to Daniel, Martin Luther writes, “The good angels do battle with the evil angels in defense of men…Hence, 

we may understand why things are so wild and dissolute at the courts of kings and princes, and why they hinder the good 

and bring on war and unhappiness…”2 

Steinmann writes, “Paul reminds us that our most significant struggles in this life are against the spiritual powers of 

darkness who fight on the heavenly plane.”3 

Fear can play some devilish tricks on us. It can cause us to invent new gimmicks and strategies to “grow the church.” It 

can make us timid and move us into lethargy and depression. Fear can make us think we are on our own, that God has 

deserted us, and we must learn to survive the pastorate and church on our own.  

O Pastor, man greatly loved, Christ defeated sin and Satan on the cross and open tomb. He was God-forsaken for you, so 

that now God will not never leave you or forsake you. Also, his holy angels watch over you and fight for you. Not only did 

Michael and the angels fight the demons in Persia, but they also fight and defend you from these evil hordes that attack 

you in your life and ministry. This is God’s gift to you!  

Satan may prowl around like a roaring lion, but he cannot harm you! Yes, he’s fierce. Yes, he’s cruel. But his power to 

accuse you of your sin and take you to hell with him has been crushed! And also, one little Word [of Christ and His Word] 

can fell him! 

Christ said to Daniel, “O man greatly loved, fear not, peace be with you; be strong and of good courage.” (Daniel 10:19). 

Or in the words of that beautiful hymn adapted by Martin Luther (LSB 777): 

Grant peace, we pray, in mercy, Lord; 

Peace in our time, O send us! 

For there is none on earth but You, 

None other to defend us. 

You only, Lord, can fight for us. 

Amen. 

A blessed St. Michael and All Angels Day to you! 

In the name of Jesus 

 

Rev. Dr. James Baneck, Executive Director of 

Pastoral Education 

 

 

 

 

2 Luther, “Preface to Daniel,” AE 35:305. 
3 Steinmann: 503. 
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 NEWS FROM THE PALS FIELD  

PALS GATHERINGS 

Northern Illinois District PALS facilitators, Pastor Leonard and Lori Payton were 

busy during the late summer months visiting with their new PALS pastors and 

families. The Paytons hosted dinners in their home, brought meals to PALS 

members, and attended an installation for Rev. Ben Hayter. They are currently 

busy planning an October Fall PALS Retreat. Thank you Paytons for your love and 

commitment to your PALS families! 

Pastor David and Kassie Weaver gathered their Central Illinois District PALS group 

for a Labor Day Weekend PALS Retreat at Camp CILCA. The camp setting provided 

a beautiful setting for fellowship, discussion, worship and study. The group worked 

through the PALS course, Introduction to Pastoral Leadership and Parish 

Administration. 

The Iowa District East PALS group gathered together this month for a blessed time 

of worship, casuistry, fellowship and study. The children were even able to enjoy 

time outdoors! Thank you, PALS facilitators, Pastor Daniel and Sarah Pool, for 

leading such a wonderful event. 

Pastor Kirk and Lori Clayton gathered their Southern Illinois District PALS group 

together at their home in Mascoutah, Illinois. The pastors, wives and children 

enjoyed time together in fellowship, mealtime, study. Discussion around “Getting 

to Know Your Congregation” as well as getting to know each other was truly 

beneficial. The group also enjoyed worship together at Zion Lutheran Church in 

Mascoutah. One participant commented, “We’re excited to get to know everyone 

better and build connections.” And another, “Excellent concept…needed for new 

pastors.” 

The Minnesota South District PALS group met this month for a kickoff gathering to 

worship, study, and prepare the calendar of events for the PALS year. Thank you, 

facilitators, Pastor Stefan Wismar and Mrs. Melissa Jones, for serving your PALS 

participants so faithfully! 

Pastor Bernie and Carolyn Worral led their North Dakota District PALS group 

through a Fall Retreat. Participants enjoyed meals together at Sickies Garage 

Friday evening-kicking off the PALS year with a wonderful evening of fellowship. 

Pastor Worral opened Saturday morning with Matins and led pastors through a 

study on Eucharistic Fellowship and Duties of an Evangelical Synod. PALS pastor 

Rev. Brian Doel led the group through a Preach the Word study. Wives studied the 

book Faith to Follow by Kate Meadows. Together, the group worked through 

confirmation modules and family funeral devotions. 
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Iowa District West PALS facilitator Pastor Chris Nitzel enjoyed taking out the new 

PALS pastors and their families for an introductory PALS visit. What a great way to 

begin the new PALS season! 

One of our Texas District PALS groups met this month for a wonderful fall retreat 

led by Pastor Stephen and Ursula Sohns. Participants enjoyed receiving an 

introduction to PALS, the Texas district, and multiple resources. Pastors and wives 

enjoyed time in discussion together, as well as in separate groups.   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 RESOURCES 

 

Be Still and Know: A Study of Rest and Refuge by Deb Burma (former PALS 

facilitating wife) was recently added to the PALS Wives curriculum and course 

listing. Each PALS wives facilitator was given a copy to preview for use as a 

possible PALS wives resource. Each lesson has an accompanying video link.  

 

Several PALS groups will be using this book this PALS year during their wives 

breakout sessions. We want to thank the LWML for the grants they awarded to 

PALS for use in purchasing books like Be Still and Know for our facilitators and 

PALS wives. 

 

 

 

    DOXOLOGY  

  
HAVE YOUR HEARD? There is a PALS Doxology Grant Available. The Schwan 

Foundation approved a $55,000 grant to assist PALS graduates to attend DOXOLOGY’S 

program of advanced pastoral training.  

 

The “Classic DOXOLOGY” program of interest to PALS includes three separate events: (1) 

The Gathering – where the pastor participates by himself with other participants; (2) Encore 

– where the pastor is accompanied by a member/leader of his congregation; and (3) 

Reunion – where the pastor is accompanied by his wife. For a comprehensive program 

description see: https://www.doxology.us/. 

 

Tuition for the DOXOLOGY Classic Program is $2,500 for all three events (10 days of 

training over a one-year period).  The PALS grant will provide 50 PALS pastors with 50% of 

the tuition at $1,250 per grant. Recipients are encouraged to work with their district and 

congregation to assist in covering the remaining 50% of the tuition. 

 

Grants are available to participating PALS pastors after the completion of the 

PALS program. Pastors will ideally be in the 4th or 5th year of their first or second 

call(s). Contact the PALS office (Robyn.Armbrust@lcms.org) for a grant application. 

 

https://www.doxology.us/
mailto:Robyn.Armbrust@lcms.org

