
MARCH 2022  /  1

Rev. Dr.  
Daniel Brege 

District President

illing, loving servanthood lies at the heart of the 
Christian faith. It is one thing to serve another 

person, but it is quite another to do so willingly 
and lovingly, without coercion. Christians are called God’s 
servants, but He needs nothing from us. As God’s servants 
we serve those we encounter in our vocations (e.g., as father, 
mother, husband, wife, son, daughter, employer, employee, 
citizen, church member).

The ultimate servant, from whom all willing and loving 
servanthood flows, is the Son of God who became a flesh and 
blood servant that we might receive the eternal fruits of His 

servanthood. God the Father speaks 
of this Servant-Savior through the 
prophet Isaiah: 

Here is My Servant, whom I up-
hold, My Chosen One, in whom My 
soul delights. I will put My Spirit on 
Him. IS. 42:1 

Jesus connected His servanthood to 
His work of salvation: 

“The Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life as a ransom for many.” 
MATT. 20:28 

Jesus served God by willingly, lov-
ingly serving us, and in serving us He 
saved us.

All those connected to Christ Jesus 
have become His willing, loving 
servants. Even before God’s Son came 
into this world, God spoke of the 
prophets as His servants: 

Again and again I have sent you 
all My servants the prophets. 
JER. 35:15A 

The New Testament apostles then 
continued this “official” servanthood, 
as, for example, the apostle Paul 
declared: 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, 
called to be an apostle, set apart 
for the gospel of God, which he 
promised beforehand through his 

“Whoever wants to become great among you must be your 
servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must be your 
slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” MATT. 20:26-28

Willing, Loving Servanthood
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MISSIONS

God is good — all the time! 

MOST Ministries is preparing to send 
mission teams throughout the world 
in 2022. Are you ready to join us?

MOST (Mission Opportunities Short 
Term) Ministries is an LCMS Rec-
ognized Service Organization (RSO) 
whose mission is to “Impact the world 
for Jesus Christ through short term 
missions.” MOST meets physical and 
spiritual needs of people around the 
globe through partnerships with con-
gregations and mission organizations, 
LWML, LCMS missionaries and 
Lutheran church leaders. The goal of 
every mission team is to help Luther-
an congregations in ministering to 
people by fulfilling physical needs, 
sharing the Gospel and providing an opportunity for 
people to engage with the local church.

As we plan for 2022 and 2023, the people of the Indi-
ana District are needed. MOST Ministries has been 
blessed to have over 200 members of the Indiana 
District regularly participating as team members. 
And during the Indiana District LWML convention 
in 2020 and the national LWML convention in 2021, 
actions were taken to encourage and support those 
who join MOST mission teams. Specifically:
▶  Thanks to the Indiana District LWML, district pastors 

and commissioned church workers, as well students 
in the pastoral, diaconal and graduate programs 
at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, 
participants are eligible to apply for financial support 
(between $500 and $800 per person) when they join 
a MOST mission trip in 2022 through 2024. 

▶  Thanks to the national LWML, individuals (especially 
LWML members) joining MOST Ministries teams to 
“ends of the earth” countries in Asia and Africa (such 
as Tanzania, Kenya, South Africa, Thailand and Sri 
Lanka) in 2022 through 2025 are eligible for finan-
cial support for up to half the cost of the trip (about 
$2,000 to $3,000).

For more information, contact Kaleigh Bone at 
kaleighb@mostministries.org. And check the team 
schedule at mostministries.itraveliq.com/trips. 
Some of the 2022 teams are posted, and others are 
added as they are finalized. Are you ready to join us? 
We’re looking forward to traveling with you.

MOST Ministries

Sent forth by God’s blessing

TOP: Carol Grim, a retired 
Lutheran school teacher, 
helps lead children in 
song in Guatemala in 
2013.

MIDDLE: Deaconess Mary 
Anne Hibbard teaches — 
and learns from — the 
women of Kenya in 2019.

BELOW: Rev. Walt 
Schoenfuhs adjusts a 
man’s new eyeglasses in 
Ethiopia.
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DISTRICT NEWS

Preparations for the Indiana 
District Convention, which was 
previously scheduled for sum-

mer 2021, are well underway, and we 
encourage the entire Indiana District 
to be involved! The event will be held 
June 23-24 at the Grand Wayne Cen-
ter in Fort Wayne. The main conven-
tion structure will be the same as in 
the past, but may be streamlined to 
allow for safety protocols.

Convention business includes the 
election of president, vice-presidents, 
officers and members of the Board 
of Directors, councils and commit-
tees. Delegates will also consider 
the reports and overtures presented. 
Congregations are allowed one voting 

pastoral delegate and one voting lay 
delegate and have the opportunity to 
make nominations for various posi-
tions. The pandemic has changed the 
landscape of society, but the business 
of the LCMS and our district remains.

This is where you come in! Please 
keep the convention, district and all 
those who serve in your prayers. Also, 
if you have interest in serving as a 
voting lay delegate, be sure and speak 
with your congregational leaders as 
delegate reports are due from congre-
gations by March 4. Each congrega-
tion is allowed two nominations each 
for district president and regional 
vice-president. Nominations for the 
Board of Directors, treasurer, secre-

tary and various councils and com-
mittees are open to any adult member 
of an Indiana District congregation. 
Forms are available at in.lcms.org/
conventions. Nominations need to be 
postmarked by April 22. 

If you or your congregation had sub-
mitted a nomination in time for the 
previously scheduled 2021 convention, 
please re-submit, as those forms were 
not retained for the new date. The dis-
trict office is hopeful that the response 
is sufficient to fill the need. We are 
calling on members, congregations 
and circuits to fill the need for partici-
pation in this year’s convention.

The delay of the district convention 
was made in correlation with a 
similar one-year delay of the Synod 
convention as a response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. District and 
Synod conventions are on three-
year cycles; the congregations of 
Synod voted last year to delay the 
Synod convention by one year (from 
2022 to 2023), and many districts 
followed suit in delaying their 2021 
district conventions. The Indiana 
District Board of Directors passed 
a resolution in approval of this 
reschedule. The three-year cycle will 
resume with district conventions 
being slated for 2025 and the Synod 
convention for 2026. 

We are excited to be a part of such a 
faithful district, thankful for those 
who have and will step forward to 
serve in these roles, and look forward 
to another triennium led and blessed 
by our loving God. We are excited to 
gather this summer for the Indiana 
District Convention and hope to see 
many of you there!

Get involved in our
DISTRICT CONVENTION

The LWML Indiana District has $500 scholarships for the fall 
2022 semester available to students who are pursuing a degree 
in church work (pastor, deaconess, teacher, DCE, music, etc.). 

For the application, visit in.lcms.org/lwml-district-scholarships-
available. All applications are due by March 20.

For more information, contact Darlene Moog, Scholarship 
Committee chairman, at drmoog91555@gmail.com.

Scholarship 
applications 
are due by 
March 20
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STEWARDSHIP

Ken Schilf 
Council of  
Resources

We are now in 
Lent. Are you 
thinking, “What 
am I going to give 
up?” Hopefully, 
with your life on 
overdrive, you are 
not praying less 
and neglecting 
Bible study. Look 
at what James 
1:22 says:

But be doers 
of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves.

James goes on to say that if you are 
only hearers of God’s Word and not 
doers, it’s like looking in a mirror 
and walking away without doing 
anything to yourself. But the season 
of Lent gives us opportunities to be 
“doers of the word.” Instead of giving 
up something, how about taking 
something up for Lent? Visiting the 
homebound, taking a meal to someone 
who is suffering, fixing someone’s 
lawnmower and washing a neighbor’s 
car a few ideas.

You see, the Christian steward is to 
reflect the image of God. The faithful 

Not just hearers

steward is doing what the Lord has 
given him to do and that becomes a 
great joy! This joy comes in living out 
God’s purpose, not seeing if we are 
measuring up to a certain standard.

The baptized steward has put on 
Christ. Living as a baptized child 
of God points the steward outside 
themselves. They will not focus on 
what they do, but on how the Lord will 
work in and through them.

(Portions of this article were inspired by 
an issue of StewardCAST, the monthly 
newsletter of LCMS Stewardship 
Ministry.)

prophets in the holy Scrip-
tures. ROM. 1:1-2 

The prophets and the apostles 
uniquely pointed to Christ, and 
they did this for us. Now each 
Christian has been enabled to will 
and to do the work of a loving ser-
vant. St. Paul would thus write: 

Let this mind be in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus: Who, 
existing in the form of God, did 
not consider equality with God 
something to be grasped, but 
emptied Himself, taking the 
form of a servant. PHIL 2:5-7

Are we then as servants meriting 
something? By no means! Christ 
has earned all for us, and now we 
willingly and lovingly serve Him 
by serving others. Ultimately 
every servant of Christ should 
realize what Jesus set forth con-
cerning such servanthood: 

“So you also, when you have 
done everything commanded 
of you, should say, ‘We are un-
worthy servants; we have only 
done our duty.’ ” LUKE 17:10

MESSAGE 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)
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YOUTH EVENTS

Higher Things will hold a conference for youth 
— titled “For You” — at Valparaiso University 
July 26-29. 

Six letters. That’s all you need. Six letters to 
explain the point of everything. Six letters 
to make crystal clear the entire Christian 
faith. What are those letters? “For You.”

Speakers include Rev. Dr. Todd Peperkorn, 
professor at Concordia Theological Seminary, 
and Rev. Chris Hull, pastor of Zion, Tomball, 
Texas. For more information, including registration, 
visit higherthings.org/events/conferences.

About Higher Things
The mission of Higher Things (HT) is “to make known the 
gifts of Christ Jesus to youth and young adults.” The most 
direct way HT does this is through annual youth confer-
ences. Since 2000, Higher Things has held 51 youth confer-
ences and one virtual conference.

In 2022, Higher Things will add three more to that list. HT 

Held every three years since 1980, the 
LCMS Youth Gathering provides thou-
sands of youth and adults the opportu-
nity to come together as a community 
of God’s people to be encouraged in 
their walk with Jesus Christ and learn 
about the Christian faith and their 
Lutheran identity. The Gathering 
provides young people a vision for the 
vastness of Christ’s church and equips 
them for vocational service as they 
continue their walk with Jesus.

The Gathering is more than the five 
days of the event. The preparation for 
the Gathering brings together young 
people and supportive adults to en-
courage each other in their baptismal 
identity. 

For everything you need to know, visit 
lcmsgathering.com.

This event is organized by LCMS 
Youth Ministry. For additional ways to 
connect to LCMS Youth Ministry, visit 
lcms.org/youth.

HT conference to be held at Valpo 

Gathering 
is July 9-13
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holds multiple conferences each year, in different 
areas of the country. While the HT conferences are 

essentially the same in schedule, program-
ming and worship services, each has its own 
unique “personality” and dynamics.

Higher Things does all this because it is 
convinced that youth need solid teaching 

and experiences that will nurture a lasting 
Christian faith. Rather than treating youth 

as an adolescent subculture and confusing 
them with once-in-a-lifetime “mountaintop” 

experiences that cannot be replicated outside of the 
conference events, Higher Things believes in challenging 

youth to learn the pure doctrine of the Christian faith. 

By teaching youth the same message that they are already 
hearing at home and at church, youth grow in the fullness 
of the Christian faith as they come to appreciate historic 
liturgical practice and its unique focus on God’s gifts of 
forgiveness, life and salvation for us delivered in Word 
and Sacrament.
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CELEBRATIONS

|

March 2 
Ron and Linda Heckman, 54 
Calvary, Indianapolis
Norman and Linda Patrick, 54 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

March 6 
Allen and Monica Zoch, 67 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne

March 7 
Jim and Joyce Mulzer, 58 
Emmanuel, Tell City

March 8 
John and Rhea Allman, 56 
Immanuel, Seymour
Jim and Judy McCoy, 63 
Grace, Muncie

March 9 
Bob and Irene LaLonde, 65 
Heritage, Valparaiso

March 11 
Rich and Linda Kraus, 50 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne

March 12 
Vince and Jackie Colombini, 53 
Zion, Decatur

March 13 
Tom and Judy Kanning, 57 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

March 15 
Bill and Carolyn Fair, 64 
Cornerstone, Carmel

March 16 
Art and Ruth Ann Messer, 65 
Calvary, Indianapolis
Glen and Anita Rahe, 65 
Trinity, Dillsboro

March 18 
Lynn and Sandra Selking, 50 
St. John, Bingen

March 20 
Edward and Gloria Daniels, 51 
Zion, Decatur

March 21  
Gayle and Nancy Carlson, 52 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Anniversaries (50 and over) Birthdays (90 and over)

March 3 
Beverly Dahlmann, 90 
Cornerstone, Carmel

March 4 
Marcille Karbach, 95 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

March 5 
Kareen Nielsen, 90 
St. Peter, North Judson
Elvira Schafer, 90 
Immanuel, Seymour
Roland Preuss, 95 
Cornerstone, Carmel

March 6 
Al Wick, 92 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Marilyn Brandt, 90 
Zion, Decatur

March 8 
Edna Pieper, 98 
Trinity, Dillsboro

March 10 
Francis Mook, 94 
Emmaus, Fort Wayne

March 11 
Lois Freese, 96 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Norma Thomas, 96 
Immanuel, Seymour
Larry Jupin, 91 
Calvary, Indianapolis

March 13 
Mildred Clark, 91 
Calvary, Indianapolis

March 15 
Eunice Fink, 94 
Zion, Decatur

Betty Burkhardt, 92 
St. James, Lafayette
Henrietta Snively 
Grace, Columbus

March 16 
Harold Kyser, 101 
Immanuel, Seymour
Isaac (Roy) Weddle, 64 
Epiphany, Westfield

March 18 
Patrica Askins, 90 
Trinity, Darmstadt

March 20 
Mary Berger, 91 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Wilma Stamberger, 91 
Calvary, Plymouth
Ivan Lepper, 90 
St. John, Bingen

March 21 
Doris Denzine, 92 
Heritage, Valparaiso

March 23 
Betty Gotshall, 95. 
James, Logansport
Edith Hackman, 93 
Zion, Seymour
Ruby Gaston, 90 
Zion, Wabash

March 27 
Margaret Rice, 96 
St. John, Bingen

March 28 
Georgia Ann Halter, 95 
St. John, Vincennes

March 23 
Gerald and Judy McGinley, 59 
Immanuel, Seymour

March 25 
Duane and Susie Brown, 61 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne 

March 26 
Phil and Carolyn Juengel, 56 
Zion, Decatur

March 28 
William and Sharon 
Kammeyer, 57 
St. Peter’s Fort Wayne
Mike and Rita Stuckwisch, 52 
Immanuel, Seymour

March 29 
Gene and Linda Emily, 58 
Immanuel, Seymour
Jim and Diana Sims, 58 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne
Bill and Marilyn Zeigle, 52 
Cornerstone, Carmel

March 30 
Richard and Barbara Runge, 59 
Immanuel, Seymour

Belated
Feb. 5 
Joe and Carol Rorig, 55 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown
Feb. 7 
Phil and Diane Darlage, 52 
St. Peter’s Brownstown

Feb. 28 
Donald and Alice Keck, 68 
Trinity, Darmstadt 

Jan. 27 
Ken and Jean Carrier, 63 
Epiphany, Westfield

Jan. 28 
Joe and Gwen Dossett, 61 
Epiphany, Westfield

Dec. 26 
Don and Marlene Ruwe, 58 
Emanuel, Dudleytown

March 29 
Walter Ostermeyer, 94 
Zion, Fort Wayne
Bonnie Zimmer, 92 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Darrell Jenkins 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne

March 30 
Ruth Wien, 99 
St. James, Lafayette

March 31 
Joan Bredemeyer, 94 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Charles Kersting, 93 
St. Peter, North Judson
Irma Franke, 91 
Zion, Seymour
Beulah Rieckers, 90 
Emanuel, Dudleytown 

Belated
March 1 
Ora Lee Schwade, 92 
Immanuel, Seymour

Feb. 19 
Ken Kehlbeck, 94 
Epiphany, Westfield

Feb. 24 
Barbara Daugherty, 94 
St. John, Vincennes

Feb. 25 
Leona Kleaving, 97 
Emmanuel, Tell City

Feb. 27 
Jerry Kohorst, 99 
St. John, Vincennes

Jan. 25 
Jewell Wehmiller, 94 
Emanuel, Dudleytown

March 17-19 
CTSFW Prayerfully Consider Campus Visit

March 20 
CTSFW Lenten Vespers with Kantorei,  
4 p.m.

March 20 
Concordia Lutheran High School Home 
Choir Tour Concert; 7 p.m. at CTSFW 
Kramer Chapel

April 8 
LuFest 2022: annual dinner, auction for 

Lutheran High School of Indianapolis, 
5:30-10:30 p.m., at The Nest Event Center

April 10 
St. John, Columbia City. 175th anniversary

April 26 
LCMS 175th anniversary

April 26 
CTSFW vicarage and deaconess 
assignment service, 7 p.m.

April 27 
CTSFW candidate call service, 7 p.m.
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PRAYER LIST
WEEK OF MARCH 6
Circuit 17 – Columbus

• Faith, Bloomington
• University, Bloomington
• Faith, Columbus
• Grace, Columbus
•  St. John’s (White Creek), 

Columbus
• St. Peter’s, Columbus
• Trinity, Ellettsville
• Good Shepherd, Franklin
• St. Paul, Jonesville
•  Shepherd of the Hills, Morgantown
• St. Peter (Waymansville), Columbus

LCMS DISTRICT: Nebraska
MISSION: Campus Ministry–Indianapolis
RSO: Shepherd’s Hand–Fort Wayne

WEEK OF MARCH 13
Circuit 3 – Valparaiso

• St. Paul, Chesterton
• St. Paul, Kouts
• Immanuel, Michigan City
• St. Paul (Otis), Westville
• St. Peter, Portage
• Faith, Valparaiso
• Heritage, Valparaiso
• Immanuel, Valparaiso
• Prince of Peace, Valparaiso

LCMS DISTRICT: New England
MISSION: Rachel Meyer in Uganda–
Bethlehem, Ossian
RSO: Siberian Lutheran Mission Society–
Fort Wayne

WEEK OF MARCH 20
Circuit 6 – Kendallville

• Trinity, Auburn 
• Immanuel, Avill
• St. John, Columbia City
• Zion, Columbia City
• Zion, Corunna
• Clear Lake, Fremont

• Lake George, Fremont
• Zion, Garrett

• St. John, Kendallville
•  Shepherd by the Lakes, Syracuse
• Messiah, Wolcottville
• Living Water, Wolf Lake

LCMS DISTRICT: New Jersey
MISSION: Hearts 4 Haiti–Calvary, 
Plymouth
MINISTRY: Valparaiso University

WEEK OF MARCH 27
Circuit 15 – Indianapolis South

• Concordia, Greenwood
• Calvary, Indianapolis
• Emmaus, Indianapolis
• First Timothy, Indianapolis
• Our Savior, Indianapolis
• St. Paul, Indianapolis
• St. Peter, Indianapolis

LCMS DISTRICT: North Dakota
MISSION: Japanese Outreach– Grace, 
Columbus
RSO: Wittenburg Village–Crown Point

Share your 
news with us!

We are always in need of more 
submissions for the Indiana 
District Lutheran Witness insert. 
They help remind us of what 
God is doing around the Indiana 
District. It is also a way to share 
ideas for nurturing those God 
has already gathered into His 
church and for reaching those 
still outside of the flock with the 
Good News about Jesus. It finally 
reminds each of us that Christ’s 
church is much larger than just 
our particular congregation.

We welcome pictures and 
stories of congregational events, 
youth events, outreach events, 
installations, events from 
your men’s or women’s group, 
servant events, conferences, 
anniversaries, church 
renovations or additions, and 
much more. If you would like 
an upcoming event publicized, 
please make sure we have the 
information at least two months 
in advance.

Submissions for the May issue 
are needed by March 15.

Send submissions to  
LWeditor@in.lcms.org or 
Lutheran Witness Editor; LCMS 
Indiana District; 1145 South 
Barr St., Fort Wayne, IN 46802
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SYNOD

Applications are now open for the 
1 John 3 Initiative Million Dollar Life 
Match, a program of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) that 
seeks to support LCMS congregations 
involved in providing beginning-of-
life care in their local communities. 
The program provides for up to 
$1 million in matching-fund grants 
ranging from $1,000 to $50,000. 
Any LCMS congregation is eligible 
to apply.

Some possible uses of the funds are:
▶  Congregational efforts in pregnan-

cy and infant support (for example, 
Swaddling Clothes). 

▶  Congregational partnership with 
LCMS Recognized Service Organiza-
tions in adoption services and mater-
nal and family support (for example, 
Redeeming Life Outreach Ministries.  

▶  Congregational partnership with 
Christian pregnancy resource centers 
(for example, Care Net).

The above list should not be consid-
ered comprehensive or limiting to 
congregations that wish to apply for 
a grant. If desired, congregations and 
circuits may collaborate on a project 
and application. The congregation 
completing the application will be the 
one to receive the grant award.

The Million Dollar Life Match grant 
process will be conducted in three 
phases, with the following application 
deadlines and award dates:
▶  Phase 1: Applications are due April 8, 

with awards made in June and reports 
due Nov. 15.

▶  Phase 2: Applications are due July 1, 
with awards made in September and 
reports due March 1, 2023. 

▶  Phase 3: Applications are due April 1, 
2023, with awards made in June 2023 
and reports due Nov. 1, 2023. 

For more information, or to begin the 
application process, visit lcms.org/
serve/grants/life-grant. Address ques-
tions to Kris Freeman, manager of 
LCMS Life Ministry, at lifeministry@
lcms.org or 314-996-1217

Applications being accepted
FOR LIFE GRANTS
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LCEF has grants 
for elementary 
schools
Lutheran Church Extension Fund 
(LCEF) has opened the 2022 
Kaleidoscope Fund grant process 
to LCMS K-8 elementary schools. 

Funds will be granted in amounts 
from $10,000 to $40,000, based 
on proposals selected by the 
committee. This year LCEF is 
narrowing the focus of impact for 
the grants to Lutheran elementary 
education, in recognition of the 
critical role that Lutheran schools 
play in impacting the community 
through Christian education.  

The proposal submission dead-
line is June 1. Please visit lcef.org/
kaleidoscope to learn more about 
the Kaleidoscope Fund and grant 
opportunity — and explore the 
ways your school could take part!

CPH elects Schultz as CEO
On Jan. 19, the Concordia Publish-
ing House (CPH) Board of Direc-
tors announced that Jonathan D. 
Schultz will serve as CPH’s ninth 
president and CEO. CPH is the offi-
cial publishing house of the LCMS.

Schultz has worked for CPH since 
1998 and has been serving as inter-
im president and CEO since May 
2021. During that time, he “has 
demonstrated a relentless commit-
ment to the mission and vision of 
CPH,” said Dr. Mark Bender, Board 
of Directors chair. “The board is 
confident that Jonathan will lead 
CPH in a manner that remains fer-
vently committed to the Scriptures 
and Lutheran Confessions. We pray 
God’s richest blessings upon Jona-
than and all who serve at CPH.”

Schultz previously served as 
vice-president and corporate coun-
sel for CPH. 


