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I felt the
necessity to
write to you
appealing that
you contend
earnestly for
the faith that
was once
for all time
handed down
to the saints.
Jude 3b NASB

INDIANA

After the apostle Paul had been
stoned and left for dead at Lystra, he
was encouraging the Christians there
at Lystra “to continue in the faith,
and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom
of God” (ACTS 14:22). Observe the clear
inferences to the agonizing struggle
that is often endured for the faith.
Imagine the agony experienced by
the Christians at Lystra when they
watched their beloved Paul stoned
to death. No wonder they needed
encouragement about continuing in
the faith!

S

ome have maintained that
“correct doctrine” is not
all that important. To the
contrary, numerous New
Testament texts speak about
the necessity of sound doctrine.
Uniquely the many texts that
speak of “the faith” are directing
us to an established, unchangeable body of doctrine. To
mention “the faith” among
Christians is to speak of that
firmly established, unwavering
body of Christian doctrine.

To submit to this firmly set body of
doctrine was described as “obeying”
the faith. Imagine the agonizing
struggle in the hearts of Jewish
priests as “a great many of the priests
became obedient to the faith (ACTS
6:7). By this obedience to the faith
these converted Jewish priests found
themselves at odds with other Jewish
priests along with their family members who were adamantly opposed to
Christianity. To hold to the Christian
faith invited quarrels and persecution. They had to contend earnestly
for the faith.

Rev. Dr.
Daniel Brege
District President

As false doctrine began to infiltrate the early
church, Jude was compelled to write contend earnestly for the faith. The root of the Greek word for
“contend earnestly” conveys a difficult, agonizing
struggle. Contend and earnestly struggle for the
faith; don’t back down.

So what is “the faith”? It consists
of all the truths of Holy Scripture,
centering in Christ Jesus. We as
Lutherans have a marvelous, biblically drawn condensation of the faith:
the Small Catechism. Consider the
six parts of the Small Catechism.
Contend earnestly for the Ten Commandments. Contend earnestly for
the belief about God and salvation
See MESSAGE, page 4
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INSTALLATIONS

St. John, La Porte,
welcomes Pastor Albers

New shepherd at
St. Paul, Brownstown
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Rev. John Albers was installed as senior pastor of St. John, La Porte, on Dec.
12. Participating in the installation service are, from left (front row) Revs. Joshua
Osbun, Paul Albers, John Albers, D. Richard Stuckwisch, (district first vicepresident and officiant), Kendall Schaeffer; (middle row) Rick Boshoven, James
Wetzstein, Joel Zipay, Gregory Fiechtner, Juan Garcia, Tomas Angon; (back row)
Allen Hellwege, Ronald Brauer, Donald Williams, Steve Latzke and Andrew Fields.

Rev. Joel Meyer was installed as pastor of St. Paul (Wegan), Brownstown, on
Dec. 12. Those who participated in the service are, from left (front row) Revs. Jimmy
Rodriguez, Andy Currao, Dr. Daniel Brege (district president), Joel Meyer, Ken
Davidson, Zach Huffman; (middle row) Brad Akey, Ralph Blomenberg, Craig Mulbach,
Jordan McKinley, Vicar Nick Wagenknecht; (back row) Ed Keinath, Jeff Stuckwisch and
Jeremy Yeadon.

DEVOTION
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The love of God
By Rev. Sean Esterline

L

ove is in the air! In February
we are often bombarded with
images, advertisements, movies,
music, TV shows, books, and magazine and internet articles that are all
about love. We’re encouraged to buy
chocolates, flowers, expensive meals,
fancy clothing, jewelry and gifts of all
kinds in order to show our love for one
another. That’s what the secular world
wants us to think about when we hear
the word “love.”
But what does the Bible tell us about
godly love? What is true love of God?
According to Jesus the greatest commandment in the Old Testament is:
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind. This is
the great and first commandment.
And a second is like it: You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.”
MATT. 22:37-39; DEUT. 6:5; LEV. 19:18

Then He said:
“On these two commandments
depend all the Law and Prophets.”
MATT. 22:40

We know that the law and the prophets focused on one thing: the love of
God as seen in the promised Messiah.
They focused on the sacrificial love
of God (hello Lent!), whereby Jesus

fulfilled the demands of the Law and
loved God perfectly, and He loved His
neighbor perfectly too. This means —
thanks to the love of God given to us
in Christ Jesus — that we are saved,
forgiven and heirs of eternal life. We
are redeemed.
Remember that redemption means
“deliverance through payment of a
price.” The Bible proclaims that Christ
gave His life as a ransom for many
(MARK 10:45), and that we have “redemption through His blood” (EPH. 1:7).
This sacrifice on our behalf is the love
of God that we see in Jesus:
In this is love, not that we have
loved God but that he loved us and
sent his Son to be the propitiation
for our sins. 1 JOHN 4:10
This is the sacrificial love of God given
to us.
All this being true, the love of God
that we are given then gives rise to
the love of God that we have. What in
the world do I mean? Quite simply,
I mean that God’s love for us is what
enables us to love God (and others) in
return. Scripture makes this crystal
clear when it proclaims that “We love
because he first loved us” (1 JOHN 4:19).
Without God’s love toward us, we
would be forever lost, incapable of
loving Him (or anyone else), eternally

doomed. But thanks be to God that
He has chosen to love us in spite of
ourselves!
God looks upon us sinful human
beings and chooses to go to great
lengths in showing His love to us —
far beyond trinkets and flowers, food
and chocolate. In fact, God loves us so
much that He is willing to redeem us,
forgive us and adopt us into His family and kingdom forever. If God is willing to do that for us, if He is willing
to go to such great lengths and make
such huge sacrifices for us, perhaps we
should be willing to do likewise in our
love for Him and for others? (“Love
God … love your neighbor as yourself.”) Our love of God means that we
will sacrifice our pride, our comfort
and our self-centered desires, and instead we will focus on God’s will, even
when it is not pleasant.
What’s more, we know that when
God looks at our neighbors, He sees
His beloved children, those whom He
is determined to save. Why should
our vision be any different? When
sin clouds our eyes and confuses our
hearts and minds, we would do well to
remember the love of God that sees us
through the lens of Christ’s righteousness and forgiveness. We are, after
See GOD’S LOVE, page 4
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STEWARDSHIP

GOD’S LOVE
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3)

A sense of cents

I

recently met
a friend for
dinner at a
restaurant. When
the waitress asked
if it would be one
or two checks, I
said I’d pay. My
friend said, “Oh,
you don’t have to
pay.” I replied, “I
know I don’t, but I
want to.”

Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect and use
Every power as Thou shalt choose.

Ken Schilf
Council of
Resources

In following Christ’s ways in
stewardship, our attitude should be
similar:
Do not neglect to do good and
to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.
HEB. 13:16

You are perhaps giving to the church
budget because you think you must.
However, it should be a willingness
to give. God has given us so many
blessings, chief of which is Jesus
Christ our Savior. Therefore, we
should show our thanks in giving back
to His ministry through our church.
As Frances R. Havergal, the hymn
writer of “Take My Life and Let It
Be” (Lutheran Service Book #783), so
beautifully expresses in the fourth
stanza:
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Havergal (1836-79) wrote the hymn
as a dedication to God as each verse
begins with “take,” meaning an
offering in service to Him.
And if you look at all six verses, you
will see that everything we have is
because He has given to us, things
like hands, feet, voice, lips and heart.
Finally, Havergal concludes with:
Take myself, and I will be,
Ever only, all for Thee.
Amen.

all, sinners in need of a Savior,
and thanks be to God that He
loved us all enough to send Jesus
to save us. He did the same thing
for our neighbors too! We should
approach them in Christian love
and fellowship, make sacrifices
without expecting anything in
return, and simply see that we are
lovingly blessed by God in order
to be a loving blessing to others.
Let the love of God given to you
flow through you and then go out
as the love of God for the world
around you. Remember and live
in the light of the Good News:
“For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have
eternal life.” JOHN 3:16
This is the love of God that is
yours — ours — in Christ Jesus
our Lord. Only in Him are all of
our sins forgiven, in the name of
the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

MESSAGE

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)
as summarized in the Apostles’
Creed. Contend earnestly for
prayer, uniquely for the Lord’s
Prayer. Contend earnestly for the
blessing and meaning of Holy
Baptism. Contend earnestly for
the privilege of Confession and
Absolution. Contend earnestly
for the meal of Christ’s body and
blood, the Sacrament of the Altar.
Contend earnestly for the faith!

DISTRICT NEWS

Retreat for pastors’ wives is Feb. 19
Wives and widows of LCMS pastors will gather across the
district on Saturday, Feb. 19, for the 2022 Katie Retreat.
Wives of current and retired pastors and as well as wives
of vicars and seminarians, are all invited to participate in
this event, titled “Growing Grace-Filled Families,” based on
2 Peter 3:18.
Because of the uncertainty still surrounding COVID,
organizers are again offering the virtual option for the
retreat, as well as smaller in-person gatherings at six
LCMS churches, rather than everyone coming together for
a weekend retreat. Women can also gather at Concordia
Theological Seminary (CTS) or Camp Lakeview.
The keynote speaker is Christina Hergenrader, a Houstonbased author of 11 books, available from Concordia
Publishing House. Her Bible study is titled “Create a Culture
of Grace—in Your Home, in Your Church, and in Your
Community,” based on Eph. 3:14-21.
Attendees also will receive encouragement from Brenda
Jank, founder of Run Hard. Rest Well.
Speaking from Concordia Theological Seminary, Brenda

Christian
Hergenrader

Brenda
Jank

will present “A Rest That Works,” to equip the women “to
navigate 24/7 from a place of vibrancy, strength, and joy.”
The Katie Retreat, named after Katie Luther, wife of the
famous reformer, has been offered for wives and widows of
district pastors for more than 10 years. Pastors’ wives plan
and organize the retreat each year. For more information,
send an email to inkatieretreat@gmail.com.

Congrats!
The Rev. Scott Giger was installed
as senior pastor of Cornerstone
Lutheran Church, Carmel, on Dec.
12. Indiana District President
Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege performed
the Rite of Installation. Pastor
Giger has served as Cornerstone
associate pastor, at the Fishers
site, since February, 2014. He was
called as senior pastor upon the
retirement of Rev. Luther Brunette.

Feb. 18-20
Christ Academy Confirmation Retreat–
CTS, Fort Wayne
March 17-19
Prayerfully Consider Visit–CTS, Fort
Wayne
April 10
St. John, Columbia City, 175th
anniversary
May 2-4
Southern Pastors Conference–Camp
Lakeview
May 16-18
Northern Pastors Conference, Grand
Wayne Convention Center, Fort Wayne
June 23-24
Indiana District Convention, Grand
Wayne Convention Center, Fort Wayne
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CELEBRATIONS
| Anniversaries (50 and over)
Feb. 1
Norbert and Lillie Bleeke, 69
Zion, Decatur
David and Regina Osterman, 53
Immanuel, Seymour
Feb. 2
Carl and Sharon Diehm, 64
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
John and Cheryl Maxwell, 51
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
Feb. 4
Gary and Su Knotts, 53
Cornerstone, Carmel
Feb. 5
Rev. Jerry and Karen Koch, 55
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Robin and Sherry Adair, 50
St. James, Logansport
Joe and Carol Rorig, 55
St. Peter’s, Brownstown
Feb. 6
David and Lori Hudson, 51
St. Michael, Fort Wayne
Feb. 7
Gene and Sharon Deutsch, 52
Our Redeemer, Evansville
Phil and Diane Darlage, 52
St. Peter’s, Brownstown

Feb. 8
Dale and Diane DeWitt, 63
St. James, Logansport

Feb. 19
Bill and Mary Davis, 50
Cornerstone, Carmel

Feb. 10
Richard and Linda Meyers, 53
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

Feb. 20
Dennis and Kathy Banks, 50
Zion, Seymour

Feb. 11
Tim and Barbara Yeadon, 55
St. Peter, North Judson

Feb. 22
Jerry and Connie Maschino, 53
Immanuel, Seymour

Feb. 12
Bill and Diane Wirth, 51
Heritage, Valparaiso

Feb. 23
Charles and Carol Bell, 58
Immanuel, Seymour
Don and Karen Hawes, 54
Cornerstone, Carmel

Feb. 13
Paul and Betty Birch, 57
Zion, Seymour
Feb. 15
Jim and Dixie Spiller, 58
Cornerstone, Carmel
Alan and Marilyn Grobe, 53
Calvary, Plymouth
Phil and Candy Hagen, 53
Cornerstone, Carmel
Dennis and Barbara Ramsey, 53
Immanuel, Seymour
Leon and Marilynn Walker, 53
Cornerstone, Carmel
Feb. 18
Calvin and Janet Dorward, 66
Heritage, Valparaiso

PRAYER LIST
WEEK OF FEB. 6
Circuit 25 – Louisville East
• Good Shepherd, Bardstown
• Gloria Dei, Elizabethtown
• Holy Trinity, Leitchfield
• Faith, Louisville
• Our Savior, Louisville
• Peace, Louisville
• Resurrection, Louisville
• Holy Trinity, LaGrange
• Holy Cross, Shelbyville
• Divine Savior, Shepherdsville
LCMS DISTRICT: Minnesota North
MISSION: Campus Ministry–Grace,
Muncie
RSO: Lutheran School Partnership–Fort
Wayne

WEEK OF FEB. 13
Circuit 2 – Gary
• Trinity, Crown Point
• Faith, DeMotte
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Jack and Grace Oak, 66
Trinity, Dillsboro

Birthdays (90 and over)
Feb. 1
Lois Kaufman, 96
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
Joan Knapp, 96
St. Michael, Fort Wayne
Feb. 2
Irma Bell, 97
St. John’s, Lanesville
Norma Cottingham, 91
Immanuel, Seymour
Feb. 4
Margaret Rosser, 93
Cornerstone, Carmel

Feb. 25
Stanley and Sally Fuhrmann, 54
St. John (Bingen), Decatur

Feb. 5
Garold Springer, 90
Trinity (Decatur Road),
Fort Wayne

Feb. 26
Jerry and Cheryl Stark, 50
Zion, Seymour

Feb. 7
Dorothy Delong, 91
Zion, Decatur

Feb. 27
Michael and Suanne Roemer, 57
St. Michael, Fort Wayne

Feb. 8
Jean Arndt, 96
St. Peter, North Judson
Ileen Bultemeier, 90
St. John (Bingen),
Decatur

Feb. 28
Jim and Linda Kamman, 52
Immanuel, Seymour

Feb. 14
Genevieve Gray, 99
Calvary, Indianapolis
Feb. 15
Maxine Haury, 95
Our Redeemer,
Evansville
Catherine Woempner, 93
Calvary, Indianapolis
Feb. 20
James Grossman, 95
St. Michael, Fort Wayne
Feb. 22
Ruth Kelly, 96
St. Michael, Fort Wayne
Feb. 23
Dwight Davis, 91
Zion, Decatur
Jeanne Nass, 90
Zion, Decatur
Feb. 24
Robert Handschy, 91
Calvary, Indianapolis
Feb. 28
Vera Kalberer, 94
Trinity, Hobart

Belated

Jan. 16
Melvin and Alice Hancock, 63
St. John’s, Lanesville

• Good Shepherd, Gary
• St. John, Gary
• Trinity, Hobart
• Trinity Memorial, Merrillville
LCMS DISTRICT: Minnesota South
MISSION: Campus Ministry–
Concordia, Louisville
RSO: Lutheran Social
Services–Fort Wayne

WEEK OF FEB. 20
Circuit 10 – Decatur
• Peace, Berne
• Immanuel, Decatur
• St. John (Bingen), Decatur
• St. Paul (Preble), Decatur
• St. Peter (Fuelling), Decatur
• Zion, Decatur
• Zion (Friedheim), Decatur
• Emmanuel (Soest), Fort Wayne
• Prince of Peace, Hartford City
• St. John (Flatrock), Monroeville
• Bethlehem (Tocsin), Ossian
• New Hope, Ossian
• Faith, Roanoke

LCMS DISTRICT: Missouri
MISSION: Campus Ministry–
Immanuel, Terre Haute
RSO: Lutheran Special
Education Ministries–Fort
Wayne

WEEK OF FEB. 27
Circuit 14 – Indianapolis West
• Our Shepherd, Avon
• Christ, Brownsburg
• Holy Cross, Crawfordsville
• Peace, Greencastle
• Prince of Peace, Martinsville
• Christ the King, Mooresville
• Living Christ, Plainfield
• Immanuel, Terre Haute
LCMS DISTRICT: Montana
MISSION: Campus Ministry–Purdue, Fort
Wayne
RSO: Lutherans For Life–Nevada, Iowa

DISTRICT NEWS
Foundation

Share your
news with us!

The time
we’re given

I

n 1752, England joined
the rest of Europe in
switching from the
Julian to the Gregorian
calendar, skipping 11
days in the process. There
were riots in the streets:
“Give us our 11 days back!”
Time seemed to have been
stolen out from under the
protesters.
Sometimes it feels as if time
is slipping away from us as
well. At the LCMS Foundation, we
are here to assist you in your gift and
estate planning, ensuring that you are
able to make the most of the resources
the Lord has entrusted to your care
in the time He has given you in your
earthly life.
While we may not have 11 days
snatched away from us, none of us
knows the hour or time. But this is no
cause for alarm. We have faith and the
sure knowledge of eternal life in Jesus
Christ. Let us assist you in sharing
that faith and assurance with future

generations by helping you create the
best plan for ministry and family.
Please contact me
at 317-374-2866 or
andy.behrmann
@lfnd.org to learn
more, and Happy New
Year from the LCMS
Foundation!
Andy Behrmann serves
as an LCMS Foundation
gift planning counselor
for the Indiana District.

Synod pledges $1 million to beginning-of-life care
Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, LCMS
president, recently announced the
launch of the 1 John 3 Initiative
Million Dollar Life Match, a new
grant program that will provide up
to $1 million in matching funds to
LCMS congregations involved in
upholding the sanctity of life in their
local communities.
The program is specifically aimed at
providing care for those facing beginning-of-life challenges. The amount of
an individual grant will depend on the
amount pledged by the congregation.
More details about the application process will be announced in early 2022.

Deaconess Tiffany Manor, director of
LCMS Life Ministry, said, “The purpose of the Million Dollar Life Match
is to build and expand the network of
LCMS congregations and individuals
who are working to support those
who uphold life in their immediate
vicinity — for example, a Recognized
Service Organization (RSO) that cares
for needy families or a mercy organization that supports single parents or
unwed mothers.”
Watch Harrison’s announcement,
download a bulletin insert and learn
more about the Million Dollar Life
Match at lcms.org/life-grant.

We are always in need of more
submissions for the Indiana
District Lutheran Witness insert.
They help remind us of what
God is doing around the Indiana
District. It is also a way to share
ideas for nurturing those God
has already gathered into His
church and for reaching those
still outside of the flock with the
Good News about Jesus. It finally
reminds each of us that Christ’s
church is much larger than just
our particular congregation.
We welcome pictures and
stories of congregational events,
youth events, outreach events,
installations, events from
your men’s or women’s group,
servant events, conferences,
anniversaries, church
renovations or additions, and
much more. If you would like
an upcoming event publicized,
please make sure we have the
information at least two months
in advance.
Submissions for the April issue
are needed by Feb. 15.
Send submissions to

LWeditor@in.lcms.org or
Lutheran Witness Editor; LCMS
Indiana District; 1145 South
Barr St., Fort Wayne, IN 46802

FEBRUARY 2022 / 7

DISTRICT NEWS

Continuing the “long
chain” of pastors
At Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Seymour, Vicar Nick Wagenknecht
is the 24th vicar to serve under
Rev. Dr. Ralph Blomenberg, senior
pastor, and the 36th vicar to serve
at Immanuel overall. Wagenknecht
is a student at Concordia Seminary,
St. Louis.
Wagenknecht is learning how to be
a pastor at a congregation with a
long history of vicarage programs.
The work he does covers the gamut
of pastoral ministry, such as teaching confirmation class at the parish
school and assisting the pastor in
a funeral service and burial for a
congregation member.
“The congregation itself is the chief
champion of [the vicarage program],” Blomenberg said. “We as
pastors love the program. We love to
work with the guys, share the work
with them, talk with them [and]
try to help them learn what we have
learned as we have gone through
our experiences.”
In the upcoming Spring 2022 issue
of Lutherans Engage the World, you
can read more about Immanuel and
other LCMS congregations that are
helping form men for the pastoral
ministry. Among other goals, the
Synod’s Set Apart to Serve initiative,
led by Rev. Dr. James A. Baneck,
seeks to reverse the trend of declining seminary enrollment over the
next 15 years.
The initiative is not merely “about
recruiting bodies to fill the various
offices of the church,” Baneck said.
“Rather, [Set Apart to Serve] seeks
to form pastors and church workers
to [pass] on the Christian faith
from one generation to the next
until our Savior’s return.”
This article is reprinted from the
January 2022 Reporter (story and
photos by Erik M. Lunsford/LCMS
Communications).
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Vicar Wagenknecht helps a
student during a confirmation
class at Immanuel Lutheran
School, Seymour. In back, Pastor
Blomenberg oversees the class.
Rev. James Rodriguez Jr. (right),
associate pastor, instructs Vicar
Wagenknecht during a pastoral
staff meeting on Oct. 27.

Wagenknecht
(far right)
stands
with Pastor
Rodriguez
as Pastor
Blomenberg
and Rev. Philip
Bloch (facing
camera),
associate pastor,
prepare the
casket following
a funeral service
at Immanuel.

