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Rev. Dr.  
Daniel Brege 

District President

Blessed are…’

Last month we considered the first two beatitudes (see 
Matt. 5:1). Recall that a “beatitude” is a statement of  
 blessing and that all blessings ultimately flow to us 

through our Lord Jesus. The beatitudes, as with the parables 
of Jesus, are intended to generate continual contemplation 
and discussion, and thus we here only present a small fraction 
of the meaning conveyed by the beatitudes. In this second 
part of our series consider the third beatitude: 

“ Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”  
— Matt. 5:5

In this third beatitude, Jesus speaks of the “meek” (gentle, 
lowly). The Greek for “meek” was used by believers to label 
a gentle person who lived a lowly station or situation in life, 
but they did it with an unassuming trust in God. Thus Jesus 
would employ this word to describe Himself: 

In Christ, the meek inherit the earth

“ …Learn from me, for I am gentle and 
lowly in heart.” — Matt. 11:29 

Jesus humbly accepted His lot in life, 
committing Himself into the Father’s 
hands as He faithfully took the road 
of suffering to the cross. As His life 
ended He possessed no earthly goods, 
not even a stitch of clothing. And He 
became so lowly that His life was 
mercilessly snuffed out as if He were  
a reviled criminal. Jesus became  
lowly to associate with and to save  
the lowly.

Now Jesus speaks to those who, like 
Him, are “meek.” Often they possess 
little or no earthly wealth. Perhaps 
theirs is a life of apparent misery. 
These are people who are born with 
disabilities, and others who possess 
no outstanding talents or outward 
beauty. The meek include those who 
perhaps their entire life have depend-
ed on assistance from others. Others 
in this class of “nobodies” are made 
lowly by accident or disease. Ulti-
mately, at the door of death, everyone 
will find themselves in this “nobody” 
class, with all earthly possessions 
exhausted. The question is, who will 
be the “blessed” meek?

Such meekness in itself does not 
make people blessed, but their calm 
faith in God is where their blessing 
resides, and this faith centers in 
Christ Jesus. Thus, as with the other 
beatitudes, this beatitude is clarified 
by adding two words of explanation: 
“Blessed are the meek, for [in Christ] 
they shall inherit the earth.” True 
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FOUNDATION

Vocation is a word we hear a lot 
in the Lutheran church. In the 
late medieval church, vocation 
meant a calling to religious life, 
to a regular “sacred work” in the 
church set against the gritty, 
everyday life of secular “work.” 

Luther made the case that as 
Christians, we were not called 
to a separate, “better” life in 
the church, but rather that we 
are already in our vocation or 
calling, and that whatever we 
did “in word or deed,” we were to do it 
“in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him” 
(Col. 3:17). To put it in contemporary 
terms, we serve God where we already 
are, doing what we already do and in 
everything we do.

Today we often think of vocation as 
“occupation” and, of course, our jobs 
are certainly a part of our vocation. 
We work as if “for the Lord and not 
for men” in whatever our occupations 
require. But this is only part of the 
vocation to which we are called. Too 
often the focus on work-as-vocation 
blinds us to the all-encompassing 

nature of our calling as 
Christians. We are also called 
to be citizens, parents, children 
and neighbors — to be, as it 
were, servants and stewards in 
all things. 

As such, the Lord has graciously 
blessed His people with the 
talents required to serve in the 
many stations to which their 
collective “vocation” calls them. 
As Paul writes:

 Now there are varieties of gifts, but 
the same Spirit.  
— 1 Cor. 12:4

Each of us is granted a variety of gifts 
that will serve us in our vocation, 
broadly imagined. When we become 
too focused on vocation as our “nine-
to-five” job alone, however, we lose 
track of the magnitude of these 
gifts and the ways we can 
use them to serve. 

We are left with what we might call 
“unexpressed gifts.” Consider, for 
instance, the ways we give back using 
time, talent and treasures. Let us 
imagine a person who has played the 
organ professionally for years and 
yet has never been asked to play at 
church — what a tragedy! So too, by 
compartmentalizing our “work lives” 
from the rest of our calling, we forget 
that one can serve the other. Sometimes 
it takes learning about how we can 
express these gifts to serve the Lord.

And it is here where vocation connects 
to the idea of stewardship. Often 
we want to keep the “seedy” secular 
world of money distinct from our 
“sacred” lives in our congregations. But 
that very world of paychecks, taxes, 
investments and estates is the world 
into which we are thrown and called 
to serve. We labor for these things but 
need help turning these resources into 
blessings for ministry, for family and for 
neighbors. Let us not labor in vain. 

One of the purposes of the LCMS 
Foundation is to help our members 
discover and uncover unexpected ways 
to provide financially for family and 
ministry by helping them to understand 
that since everything we do is in service 
to God, so too all we have been given is 
available to help us better accomplish 
this service. We would love to help you 
create a plan for giving that provides 
fulfillment in the many stations to 
which you have been called — as a 
church member, as a parent, as a 
neighbor and beyond. 

Please contact me today to learn more, 
and blessings to you this Labor Day 
from the LCMS Foundation. 

Andy Behrmann is the Indiana District 
gift planning counselor for the LCMS 
Foundation. Please contact him at 317-
374-2866 or andy.behrmann@lfnd.org.

Do not ‘labor in vain’
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EDUCATION

Dr. Kevin 
Brockberg 
Executive  
Counselor for 
Christian  
Education

Of all of the challenges confronting the world 
in this global pandemic, among the most 
pressing is how to orchestrate learning. 

What will learning be like as students come back to 
early childhood centers, elementary and secondary 
schools, and even higher education classes this fall?

All summer long, school leaders across the Indiana 
District contemplated guidance from county 
health departments, the Indiana Department of 
Education, the Indiana Non-Public Education 
Association and our district to compose their own 
comeback plans. Absent any mandates from these 
groups, leaders met in person and online to draft 
specific plans for the 2020-21 academic year.

While the plans vary considerably from school to 
school, and while much is still uncertain about the 
first few weeks of school, principals, directors and 
school board members launched plans that:
▶  Safeguard the health and well-being of students 

and staff.
▶  Ensure that students will meet state academic 

standards.
▶  Continue Gospel ministry in our churches and 

schools.

These are the catalyzing principles which lend 
clarity to decisions leading up to the start of school, 
and will continue to be the foundation for necessary 
decisions in the future.

Throughout these months of COVID, we honored 
our current-day heroes in our hospitals, service 
industries and supply chains. This month our heroes 
have to be health department personnel and school 
leaders who, despite the uncertainties that still 
exist, forge plans for the comeback in this 2020-21 
academic year.

Leading the comeback

Week of Sept. 6  
•  Florida - Georgia 

District
• Circuit 3–Valparaiso
• St. Paul, Chesterton
• St. Paul, Kouts
• Immanuel, Michigan City
• St. Paul–Otis, Westville
• St. Peter, Portage
• Faith Memorial, Valparaiso
• Heritage, Valparaiso
• Immanuel, Valparaiso
• Prince of Peace, Valparaiso
•  MISSION: Hispanic Outreach–

Trinity, Indianapolis
•  RSO: Cranach Institute, Fort 

Wayne

Week of Sept. 13   
• Iowa East District
• Circuit 7–Fort Wayne North
• Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

• Faith, Churubusco
•  Holy Cross, Fort 

Wayne
•  Our Hope, 

Huntertown
• Praise, Fort Wayne

•  St. Augustine,  
Fort Wayne

•  St. Michael, 
Fort Wayne 

• St. Paul, Fort Wayne
•  Suburban 

Bethlehem,  
Fort Wayne

•  Trinity–St. Mary’s, 
Fort Wayne

•  MISSION: Hispanic 
Outreach–St. Paul, 
Columbus

•  RSO: Cross 
Connections,  
Fort Wayne

Week of Sept. 20
• Iowa West District

•  Circuit 13–Indianapolis East
• Ascension, Beech Grove
• Christ, Indianapolis
• Faith, Greenfield
• Peace Deaf, Indianapolis
• St. John, Indianapolis
• St. Mark, Shelbyville

• Trinity, Indianapolis
• Zion, New Palestine
•  MISSION: Deaf Outreach– 

Our Savior, Evansville
•  RSO: Evangelical Lutheran 

Mission Society, Chinese, 
Evansville

Week of Sept. 27
• Kansas District
• Circuit 25–Louisville East
• Divine Savior, Shepherdsville
• Faith, Louisville
• Gloria Dei, Elizabethtown
• Good Shepherd, Bardstown
• Holy Cross, Shelbyville
• Holy Trinity, LaGrange
• Holy Trinity, Leitchfield
• Our Savior, Louisville
• Peace, Louisville
• Resurrection, Louisville
•  MISSION: Deaf Outreach–

Peace Deaf, Indianapolis
•  RSO: Lutheran Child and 

Family Services, Indianapolis

Prayer list
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STEWARDSHIP

I love baseball, 
and I love the 
Chicago Cubs! 

Oh, if I could be 
their manager, 
that would fulfill 
a dream of mine. 
How about just for 
one game?

But that’s not the 
kind of manager 
I will continue to 
write about. In 
fact, God has made us all managers. 
Looking up “manager,” the dictionary 
says: “Being in charge of; administer.” 
Then I look up “steward” and find 
this definition: “Manage or look after 
another’s property.”  

So what should I manage? Gen. 1:28-30 
says in part that we “have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth. 
… Behold, I have given you every plant 
… and every beast of the earth …
everything that has the breath of life.”

God had created Adam and Eve and 
gave them the responsibility of being 
good managers, or stewards. But in this 
sinful world, how do we look at all that 
God has created and given to us? How 

You are a manager!

The crucial thing in 
being a good manager or 
steward is to recognize 
that our lives and 
resources are God’s. 

does our life reflect what God wished 
us to do or do we succumb to our own 
worldly pleasures?

Think of the resources God has given 
to us. “And God saw everything that 
He had made, and behold, it was very 
good” (Gen. 1:31). Yes, everything we 
have, like house, family, car, computer 
and money, has been entrusted to us by 
God. It’s not the other way around.

Frankly, we don’t own anything. We 
should be managers of what we have. 
Would our thinking and our fellow 

citizens’ thinking change if we took this 
to heart? Definitely so! There would 
be no more stealing and hoarding of 
money or possessions.  

The crucial thing in being a good 
manager or steward is to recognize 
that our lives and resources are God’s. 
Yes, we are in God’s hands and He will 
provide for us the resources that we 
should use to carry on His kingdom 
work here on earth. Sharing our time, 
talents and treasures will help spread 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

(This article was the inspired by 
“Stewardship of Life” from YouVersion.)

MESSAGE 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

blessing is found in Christ, for from 
His cross and empty tomb flow 
eternal blessings. Praise God that 
the Spirit connects us to Christ’s 
superabundant blessings in our 
Baptism! 

Jesus promises that these lowly 
believers will inherit the earth. How 
appropriate! Christianity does not 
promise some kind of spiritual, 
ethereal eternity, but it promises a 
physical resurrection of the body as 
well as an unimaginable, immortal 

body. Speaking to this eternal phys-
ical existence, our God promises a 
new earth where resurrected people 
will live. 

Echoing Old Testament promises, 
St. Peter exults:

But according to his promise we 
are waiting for new heavens and a 
new earth in which righteousness 
dwells. — 2 Peter 3:13

Immortal bodies! A new earth! 
Whether the duration of a Chris-
tian’s life is one day or 100 years, 
ultimately in Christ we will inherit 
eternal paradise. The meek will 
inherit the earth!

Ken Schilf 
Council of  
Resources
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LCEF

St. Peter’s, Brownstown, is moving forward with 
an expansion that will provide a brand-new space 
for their Christian Education Center, more room 
for fellowship and improvements to their traffic 
flow and parking. The new expansion extends from 
the east wall of the sanctuary and wraps around 
the southeast corner of the church.

A new Christian Education Center, with five 
childcare classrooms, will provide a larger space 
for nurturing children’s faith. The center’s entry 
will have a covered drop off and security doors will 
allow staff to monitor visitors and keep the little 
ones safe.

Parking and traffic flow will be improved by 
adding expanded parking and rerouting traffic 
from Lutheran Central School away from the 
Christian Education Center traffic. The welcome 
center will also be improved with the addition of 
a large gathering space for additional fellowship 
before and after worship, an adjacent kitchen, new 
restrooms, and a new main entry for easy access 
to the worship space and church offices. These 
improvements are the first step in a master plan 
that will support the work of St. Peter’s mission in 
the community.

“This is a critical need in the community that 
speaks to ministries having to fill the gaps in their 
community,” said T.J. Mattick, Indiana District 
LCEF vice-president. “That’s something we at 
LCEF try to encourage congregations and schools 
to understand, so they can meet the needs of their 
community. This congregation has done a fantastic 
job of finding a niche in their community and 
seeing how they can have a positive impact.”

The Lutheran Church Extension Fund has 
approved a loan for St. Peter’s, which will help 
them with the project in the short term. Along with 
a capital campaign, the church has the needed 
funding to move forward with the expansion.

“In times like this, ministries are still growing and 
surviving to accomplish their purpose in the midst 
of crisis,” Mattick said. “That highlights the need 
for faith that it will work out. This project and 
others in the Indiana District will continue too.”

Even though congregations can’t meet face-to-face, 
ministries are still planning for the future needs of 
the church with the understanding that God will 
provide for the outcome. “We don’t let fear guide 
ministry,”  Mattick added. “We’re led by faith, not 
fear.”

St. Peter’s moves forward with expansion

The 23rd 
convention of 

the LCMS Indiana 
District will be 
held June 17–18, 
2021, at the Grand 
Wayne Conven-
tion Center in Fort 
Wayne.

Convention busi-
ness will include 
electing officers, 
board, council and 
committee members and con-
sidering reports and overtures.

Each voting congregation is en-
titled to have one pastoral and 
one lay delegate. The delegates 
will hear reports from district 
departments and entities, elect 

officers and vote 
on resolutions 
from the assem-
bly.

Information on 
the offices to be 
filled and the 
opportunities 
they present for 
service, as well as 
forms for submit-
ting nominations 
according to the 

procedures outlined in the 
district bylaws, will soon be 
posted at in.lcms.org.  

Please keep the convention 
in your prayers and watch for 
information as it becomes 
available.

Official Notice of the 23rd Convention 
of the LCMS Indiana District
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CELEBRATIONS

| Anniversaries  
(50 and over)

Sept. 1 
Harold and Janet Laut, 64 
Calvary, Indianapolis
Ken and Marlene Schueler, 63 
St. Paul–Preble, Decatur
Eugene and Janice Linnemeier, 58 
Zion–Friedheim, Decatur
Dick and Karen Bradshaw, 57 
St. Matthew’s, Delphi

Sept. 2 
Donald and Jill Bollheimer, 59 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne
Ronald and Brenda Darlage, 59 
Immanuel, Seymour
Richard and Marilyn Melcher, 53 
St. John, Monroeville

Sept. 3 
Robert and Sharon Kamman, 59 
Zion, Seymour
Larry and Karlann Bieberich, 54 
St. Paul–Preble, Decatur
Ted and Marilyn Mesh, 54 
Epiphany, Westfield
Dieter and Demetria Tepner, 54 
Concordia, Greenwood
Thomas and Marcia Snyder, 53 
Emanuel, Dudleytown

Sept. 4 
Kenneth and Barlene Jensen, 54 
Concordia, Greenwood

Sept. 5 
James and Elaine Scheele, 56 
St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne
Eugene and Jaclyn Schroeder, 56 
Epiphany, Westfield
Stephen and Joyce VonDielingen, 50 
Emanuel, Dudleytown

Sept. 6 
Norman and Helen Curts, 73 
Grace, New Albany
Albert and Gloria Arendt, 62 
Trinity–Darmstadt, Evansville
David and Sue Foster, 52 
Immanuel, Seymour
Bill and Chris Pierce, 52 
Heritage, Valparaiso
Bill and Nancy Gibson, 51 
St. Peter, Portage
Tom and Cheryl Panning, 50 
Zion, Wabash

Sept. 7 
David and Eileen Kahre, 52 
Trinity–Darmstadt, Evansville

Sept. 9 
Gary and Dorothy Heckman, 75 
Zion–Friedheim, Decatur
Doc and Garnette Cleeter, 63 
Trinity, Dillsboro
Bill and Diana James, 53 
Grace, Muncie

Sept. 10 
Bart and Jan Blum, 59 
St. Paul–Preble, Decatur
Kenneth and Janet Hoffman, 53 
St. John, Monroeville

Sept. 11 
Melvin and Charlotte Kiessling, 55 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne

Sept. 12 
Larry and Lorene Langsdale, 55 
St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne

Sept. 13 
James and Dottie Kahre, 62 
Trinity–Darmstadt, Evansville
Larry and Suzanne Windell, 52 
St. John’s, Lanesville

Sept. 14 
Richard and Vera Teising, 57 
St. John, Vincennes
Otto and Val Weber, 57 
Our Shepherd, Avon
Charles and Jennifer Tape, 52 
Immanuel, Seymour

Sept. 15 
John and Joann Downing, 69 
Heritage, Valparaiso
Kenneth and Barbara Meyer, 64 
St. James, Lafayette
Dan and Karen Kiel, 63 
Immanuel, Seymour
Denver and Carolyn Klinge, 57 
Emanuel, Dudleytown

Sept. 16 
Ron and Bonnie Buuck, 53 
Zion–Friedheim, Decatur

Sept. 17 
Ed and Doris Beltz, 60 
Immanuel, Seymour
Kenneth and Suzanne Geller, 60 
St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne
Robert and Gloria Gonzalez, 55 
Zion, Fort Wayne
Carl and Roslyn Albersmeyer, 54 
Zion, Fort Wayne
Sept. 18 
Jim and Anna Crosby, 65 
Zion–Friedheim, Decatur
Bob and Kaye Ardrey, 56 
Shepherd of the Hills, Georgetown

Sept. 19 
Stefan and Joan Anderson, 61 
Grace, Muncie
Dennis and Joyce Meyer, 56 
St. John’s–White Creek, Columbus

Sept. 20 
Ralph and Marcia Selking, 62 
St. Paul–Preble, Decatur
Harold and Marceil Kleine, 61 
St. John–Bingen, Decatur
Bob and Crystal Phillips, 56 
Our Redeemer, Evansville
Dennis and Lynnette Brink, 51 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne

Sept. 22 
Donald and Bethel Buckles, 58 
Immanuel, Avilla

Sept. 24 
Les and Nancy Brandt, 60 
Calvary, Indianapolis
Ralph and Sharon Ewell, 59 
St. Paul–Preble, Decatur
Charles and Marge Wolff, 54 
St. Peter, North Judson
Steve and Kathy Utter, 54 
St. John’s–Farmer’s Retreat, Dillsboro
Alan and Judy Anderson, 51 
St. Peter, Portage
Roger and Pat Brekke, 54 
Zion, Wabash

Sept. 25 
Don and Virginia Gallmeyer, 66 
St. John–Bingen, Decatur
Fred and Janet Sterrett, 55 
St. James, Lafayette

Sept. 27 
Glen and Connie VonDielingen, 56 
Immanuel, Seymour

Sept. 28 
George and Anna Leonard, 68 
Our Shepherd, Avon
Richard and Donna Scheumann, 63 
St. John–Bingen, Decatur

Dwight and Carol Bieberich, 57 
Zion, Fort Wayne
Gene and Linda Kalthoff, 57 
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne
Roger and Barbara Podell, 53 
St. Peter, North Judson

Sept. 29 
Paul and Janice Hoffman, 58 
St. John’s–White Creek, Columbus

Sept. 30 
Lloyd and Jeannette Sterling, 57 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown

Belated
Aug. 16 
Melvin and Marjorie Bishop, 51 
Emanuel, Dudleytown

Aug. 20 
Ronald and Shannon Wehrkamp, 54 
Emanuel, Dudleytown

Aug. 22 
Mike and Linda Lemond, 50 
St. Peter, Portage

Aug. 27 
Paul and Janet Bobb, 59 
Emanuel, Dudleytown

June 8 
Edward and Viola Kern, 52 
St. John’s, Seymour

Birthdays (90 and over)

Sept. 1 
Pauline Hackman, 95 
Immanuel, Seymour
Alfreda Wells, 91 
St. Paul, Evansville
Louise Younger, 90 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown

Sept. 2 
Rosalie Skiles, 94 
St. James, Lafayette
Madeline Rothert, 93 
Emanuel, Dudleytown

Sept. 3 
Betty Peters, 97 
St. John–Monroeville

Sept. 5 
Mildred Bobb, 93 
Immanuel, Seymour
Terrie Butz, 91 
Epiphany, Westfield

Sept. 7 
Mabel Schwark, 99 
Calvary, Indianapolis

Sept. 8 
Bette Kendall, 95 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne
Nila Goshert, 90 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne

Sept. 9 
Herman Guenin, 96 
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne
Marjorie Kavanaugh, 96 
Trinity, Henderson

Laverne Linnemeier, 93 
St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne

Sept. 10 
Ruth Nordmann, 91 
Zion, Wabash

Sept. 11 
June Hockemeyer, 92 
St. John, Monroeville

Sept. 12 
Esther Gottfried, 96 
Immanuel, Seymour

Sept. 13 
Mildred Teulker, 90 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown

Sept. 14 
Ken Wiser, 96 
Grace, New Albany

Sept. 16 
Jack Holm, 96 
Calvary, Plymouth

Sept. 18 
Norma Blank, 98 
St. John’s, Lanesville
Ruth Miller, 98 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne
Dorothy Ecenbarger, 92 
St. Michael, Fort Wayne
Esther Otten, 90 
St. John, Vincennes

Sept. 19 
Leah Maier, 94 
St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne

Sept. 22 
Frances Anderson, 93 
Immanuel, Seymour
Keith Hueftle, 91 
Our Redeemer,  
Evansville
Arlene Rice, 90 
Trinity–Decatur Rd.,  
Fort Wayne

Sept. 24 
Erwin Brand, 95 
Zion, Fort Wayne

Sept. 25 
Wilfred Blank, 92 
St. John’s, Lanesville

Sept. 27 
Charles Klasing, 90 
Calvary, Indianapolis

Sept. 28 
Marion Boerger, 98 
St. John–Monroeville
Joann Downing, 91 
Heritage, Valparaiso

Sept. 29 
Bettye Southwood, 96 
St. Paul, Evansville

Sept. 30 
Ralph Templeton, 93 
Our Redeemer,  
Evansville

Belated
Aug. 14
Ilene Wiehhorst, 96 
Emanuel, Dudleytown
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DISTRICT NEWS

We are always in need of more submissions 
for the Indiana District Lutheran Witness 

insert. Why should you send them in? It helps 
remind us of what God is doing around the district. 
It is also a way to share ideas for nurturing those God 
has already gathered into His church and for reaching 
those still outside of the flock with the Good News 
about Jesus. It finally reminds each of us that Christ’s 
Church is much larger than just our particular 
congregation.

We welcome pictures and stories of congregational 
events, youth events, outreach events, installations, 
events from your men’s or women’s group, servant 
events, anniversaries, church renovations or 
additions, and much more. If you would like an 
upcoming event publicized, please make sure we 
have the information at least two months in advance. 

We understand the church looks different in these 
days of the pandemic, but please share with us how 
your church is still engaged in ministry and what our 
life together currently looks like. 

Please send submissions to Lisa Slack at lisa.slack@
in.lcms.org. You may also mail your submissions to 
Lisa at:

Lutheran Witness Editor  
LCMS Indiana District  
1145 South Barr St. 
Fort Wayne, IN 46802

Please ensure photos sent electronically are high 
resolution.

The deadline for the November issue is Sept. 15.

Share your  
news with us!

For almost 140 years, The 
Lutheran Witness (LW) has 
served the church and pro-
claimed the Gospel by pub-
lishing theological essays and 
reflections that interpret “the 
contemporary world from a 
Lutheran perspective.” 

Now, LW seeks to 
continue this mission by 
refreshing and expand-
ing its web presence. 
In July, LW Managing 
Editor Rev. Roy Askins 
announced an updated 
LW website: witness.
lcms.org. With its own 
domain name, the refreshed LW 
site is more user-friendly. 

“Updating the old Lutheran 
Witness site to give it its own 
domain name is an opportunity 
to get the word out there about 
what The Lutheran Witness  
is and what it does. The  
Lutheran Witness has been 
teaching Lutherans for 140 
years. Now we are expanding 
the opportunities to teach on-
line as well,” said Askins. 

The updated site will continue 
to provide all the same content 
that was housed under the old 
domain name: 
▶  Print content from each 

month’s issue, including the 
Synod president’s letter, the 
editor’s letter and one fea-
tured article. 

▶  Online-exclusive content, in-
cluding monthly articles from 
a team of regular Lutheran 
authors, such as former LW 
editor Rachel Bomberger, Dr. 
Gene Veith, the Rev. William 
Weedon and the Rev. Dr. 
John Pless. 

In addition, the refreshed site 
will provide two new types of 
content: 

▶  Article series written by 
Lutheran pastors, theolo-
gians or laypeople, released 
in installments. 

▶   A new LW podcast with 
recordings of each article 
published on the website, 

including the print 
features. The podcast is 
available on the site, as 
well as on iTunes, Spo-
tify, Stitcher and other 
podcast platforms. 

Askins also hopes to 
make more of LW ’s 
century-and-a-half of 

content available on the site in 
the future. 

“The Lutheran Witness has 
been around since 1882. It is 
one of the longest-published 
magazines in the history of the 
U.S. And a lot of this content 
continues to be relevant today,” 
said Askins. “We’ve got some 
hopes, down the road, to make 
a lot of that available online. 
What a great resource it would 
be for the church.”

Askins offered a few more ways 
for readers to keep up and get 
involved with LW:  
▶  SUBSCRIBE to the monthly 

email newsletter, featuring 
the most popular posts from 
the preceding month, at  
witness.lcms.org/subscribe. 

▶  FOLLOW The Lutheran  
Witness on Facebook and 
Twitter to be alerted to new 
content as it is posted. 

▶  SUBMIT an article for 
publication, on one of LW ’s 
upcoming themes, in print or 
online. See witness.lcms.org/
contribute.

This article was written by Stacey 
Egger, a staff writer and editor for 
LCMS Communications

Lutheran Witness 
website gets update

witness. 
lcms.org
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DISTRICT NEWS

INSTALLATIONS

Rev. Zachary Oedewaldt was ordained and installed as associate pastor of Zion, Decatur, on July 12. 
Participating clergy were, from left, Revs. Leonard Tanksley, St. Peter’s, Decatur; Dan Dahling, Zion–Friedheim, Decatur; 
Christopher Maronde, St. John’s–Bingen, Decatur; Andrew Yeage, St. Paul–Preble, Decatur; James Voorman, senior pastor, 
Zion, Decatur; Zachary Oedewaldt; Dr. Daniel Brege, district president; Shayne Jonker, Faith, Roanoke, and circuit visitor; 
Peter Brock, St. John’s–Bingen, Decatur; and Dr. John Pless, CTSFW professor.

Rev. Scott R. Hedtke was 
ordained and installed 
as associate pastor 
of Promise Lutheran 
Church, Fort Wayne, on 
June 14. Participating clergy 
were, from left (front row) 
Revs. Henry Graf, Bill Johnson, 
Ben Bruns, Thomas Eggold; 
(back row) Thomas Hedtke, 
Robert Hedtke, Scott Hedtke, 
Dr. Daniel Brege, Dr. Gary 
Zieroth, Dr. Carl Fickenscher, 
Rev. Daniel Scheafer and Dr. 
Ryan Tietz.

Gino Marchetti II was 
ordained and installed 
as pastor of St. Peter’s, 
Warsaw, on June 27. 
Participating in the service 
were, from left, Revs. Dr. 
Walter A. Maier III, Gregory 
Fiechtner, Brandon Koble, 
Andrew Wollman, Dr. Daniel 
Brege, Dr. Benjamin Mayes, 
Gino Marchetti, Dr. John 
Nordling, Terry Grzybowski, 
Matthew Buse, William 
Weinrich and Steven Latzke.


