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God’s Word
“Give thanks in all 
circumstances.” 
— 1 Thess. 5:18 

God’s Work
Most people have 
feelings of thank-
fulness as they 
consider numerous 
good things in their 
life. For the Chris-
tian, such feelings 
of thankfulness — though appropri-
ate — do not take the place of giving 
thanks. There is no public expression 
of thanksgiving when a person simply 
feels thankful. Real thanksgiving is an 
outward expression, an expression of 
thanks directed to the giver. 

As an illustration consider the child 
who receives a birthday gift from an 
aunt. The child may feel thankful, 
but there is no thanksgiving until the 
child actually expresses thanksgiving 
outwardly to the generous aunt. 

Through Christ, God’s people can 
privately bring thanksgiving to God. 
Throughout Scripture, however, God 
expresses a desire for public thanksgiv-
ing, which has always been an integral 
part of worship. 

The Christian realizes that both the pri-
vate and public statements of thanksgiv-
ing are directed to God as the giver of 
every good and perfect gift. God’s people 
realize that both the primary reason to 
give thanks to God and the reason why 
they can give thanks are found in that 
Jesus — by His death on the cross — has 
reconciled us to God. We have been 
reconnected to God in order to, among 
other things, give Him thanks.

God’s Ways
Throughout the history of Christianity, 
there have been especially three ways 
to express thanksgiving to God. 

The first expression is the verbal-
ization of thanksgiving. Words that 
speak or sing God’s thanks, praise, 
glorification, honor and the like are 
verbal expressions of thanksgiving. We 
don’t merely feel thankful, we express 
thanksgiving with words.
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See MESSAGE, page 5
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EDUCATION

Week of Nov. 4
> Texas District
> Circuit 20 – Aurora
> St. John, Aurora
> St. Paul (Clifty), Columbus
> Bethany, Connersville
> St. Paul, Cross Plains
> Trinity, Dillsboro
> St. John (Farmers Retreat), Dillsboro
> Holy Trinity, Greensburg
> Faith, Madison
>  Mission: Hispanic Outreach, Trinity, 

Indianapolis
>  RSO: Camp Lutherhaven, Albion

Week of Nov. 11
> Wyoming District
> Circuit 3 – Valparaiso
> St. Paul, Chesterton
> St. Paul, Kouts
> Immanuel, Michigan City
> St. Paul (Otis), Westville
> St. Peter, Portage
> Faith Memorial, Valparaiso
> Heritage, Valparaiso
> Immanuel, Valparaiso
> Prince of Peace, Valparaiso
> Trinity, Westville
>  Mission: Hispanic Outreach, St. Paul, 

Columbus
> RSO: Cedar Lake Lodge, LaGrange, Ky. 

Week of Nov. 18
> Atlantic District
> Circuit 7 – Fort Wayne North
> Faith, Churubusco
> Suburban Bethlehem, Fort Wayne
> Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
> Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
> Praise, Fort Wayne
> St. Augustine, Fort Wayne
> St. Michael, Fort Wayne
> St. Paul, Fort Wayne
> Trinity, Fort Wayne
> Our Hope, Huntertown
>  Mission: Deaf Outreach, Our Savior, 

Evansville
>  RSO: Concordia Publishing House

Week of Nov. 25
> California-Nevada-Hawaii District
> Circuit 15 – Indianapolis Central
> Concordia, Greenwood
> Mount Olive, Greenwood
> Calvary, Indianapolis
> Emmaus, Indianapolis
> First Timothy, Indianapolis
> Our Savior, Indianapolis
> St. Paul, Indianapolis
> St. Peter, Indianapolis
>  Mission: Deaf Outreach, Peace Deaf 

Lutheran Church, Indianapolis
> RSO: Cranach Institute, Fort Wayne

Prayer list

The Indiana District has launched a 
mentoring initiative that will help 
new Lutheran school principals 

to smoothly transition into their new 
roles. This mentoring program provides 
encouragement and assistance to school 
leaders who are either transitioning into 
a new school or shifting into administra-
tion for the first time.

Dr. Kevin Brockberg, district executive 
counselor for Christian education, knows 
the arduous task of learning school ad-
ministration. Without adequate support, 
the transition can leave new principals 
feeling ill-equipped for their new role. 
By providing a targeted mentoring 
program, new principals are paired up 
with experienced school leaders who can 
offer needed support and encourage-
ment. Through goal setting and regular 
meetings with mentors, new principals 
receive valuable input on how to lead a 
well-managed school. 

“I am very appreciative of the inten-
tionality with this program,” says Emily 
Johnson, interim principal of Holy Cross 
Lutheran School, Fort Wayne. “I know 
I have many people willing to help me, 
but this is especially helpful since my 
mentor is in the same trenches as me. He 

LEA’s EncourAGEnet team of Dave Ebeling and Rick 
Kerr are matching prospective full-time church work 
students at the Concordia campuses with retired Luther-
an educators. The idea is to have those with a lifetime 
of experience mentor those entering the field in the next 
several years. So far, nine matches have been made. 

More EncourAGEnet volunteers are needed. If interest-
ed, send an email to Kerr, who recently retired as princi-
pal of St. John, Indianapolis, at rk1950@sbcglobal.net. 
He’ll send you a brief questionnaire to help match your 
interests and experience with the right student.

Principals  
participate in  
mentoring program

is familiar with the area and the Indiana 
District. Our schools are also similar in 
size. I am extremely thankful and feel 
very blessed to have a local, fellow princi-
pal support me in my new role.”

Seven new principals are participating in 
the mentorship program, which includ-
ed a full-day workshop in September in 
which attendees learned about school ac-
creditation, Lutheran Scholarship Grant-
ing Organization, curriculum support and 
Lutheran Church Extension Fund.

“I have been amazed by the graciousness 
of everyone in the district to help onboard 
me into my new role as principal,” says 
Paul Meredith, new principal of St. Pe-
ter’s Lutheran School, Columbus. “I could 
not have asked for a smoother transi-
tion to a new state, role and school. It is 
evident that the people who have helped 
me through the first month of school are 
really working hard to support me and 
for the growth of God’s kingdom.”  

This mentorship dynamic will continue 
throughout the current school year, and 
then be geared up for the next cadre of 
new principals who will take the reigns 
of school leadership for the 2020-21 
school year.

Retired educators sought to help college students
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DISTRICT NEWS

ith the help of Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund (LCEF), St. 

Peter’s Lutheran Church and 
School, Columbus, held a ground-
breaking in April for its multi-purpose 
facility. The “Together We Live 2.0, 
Built on Faith” construction project was 
underway. 

Prior to groundbreaking, the St. Peter’s 

St. Peter’s is expanding,  
for church and community

congregation prepared for the monu-
mental task with numerous forums, 
discussions, prayers, voter meetings 
and planning committee meetings, 
which included much crunching of 
numbers — and the belief that some-
thing could be done to help its growing 
church and community.

It is apparent God’s Spirit is moving 

through the people of St. Peter’s as the 
construction has brought them together 
to accomplish something bigger than 
themselves. And the benefits can have 
eternal impact.

The facility is scheduled to be com-
pleted by spring 2020. The athletic 
complex will seat more than 700 and 
can be used for basketball, volleyball, 
cheerleading activities and physical ed-
ucation classes. The facility can also be 
used for concerts, clinics and communi-
ty meetings.

LCEF shares your desire to transform 
lives through ministry, and uses its 
expertise to help you achieve that 
goal.  The partnership is about more 
than money — it’s an investment 
in the future of the LCMS and its 
ministries. For more information, 
contact TJ Mattick, Indiana District 
LCEF vice-president, at TJ.mattick@
lcef.org.

“I just really felt the loving hand 
of God through this church.” 
These words of a young mother 
who was embraced by the mem-
bers of the Lutheran Church of 
the Redeemer in Sanford, Fla., 
echo throughout the Fall 2019 
issue of Lutherans Engage the 
World magazine. 

From Tanzania and Malawi, 
to the mass events and service 
projects at this summer’s LCMS Youth Gathering, to the 
ordination of pastors in Latin America, God is at work 
through His church. Flip through the issue, either in print 
or online, to learn about how God is blessing the gifts and 
prayers offered in support of the Synod’s missionaries and 
mission efforts. 

Read the stories at engage.lcms.org, or have the magazine delivered 
directly to your door at engage.lcms.org/subscribe. Individual and bulk 
subscriptions (for congregations only) are available at no charge.

God at work, in His church
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STEWARDSHIP

Have you closely observed a chil-
dren’s message during a church 
service? Have you noticed how 

many of the children eagerly go up to 
where the pastor is? They will often 
loudly answer the questions and pray the 
Lord’s Prayer. That’s stewardship! But 
how’s that stewardship, you ask.

Those kids don’t have a nickel to their 
name that isn’t given to them. How 
can they help contribute to the church 
budget, fix things on the church property 
or serve on a committee? One might dismiss them as insignif-
icant to the Church. But if you were to do that, you would be 
dismissing one of the Church’s great stewardship leaders!

“Wait a minute!” you say. But in Mark 10:14-15, Jesus says:
“ Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever 
does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not 
enter it.” 

These children are stewards NOW!

Remember, I said these kids probably don’t have a nickel to 
their name. Neither do any of us. All that we have are gifts 
from God. These gifts are richly and freely given to us and can 
be used for the benefit of others and the glory of God.

Still, you might ask how can these kids be called stewards. 
When these children say the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles’ 
Creed, all they are doing is parroting what they have been 

Immanuel, Avilla, the oldest Lutheran church in Noble County, marked the 
175th anniversary of its founding with a special worship service on Oct. 13.

Immanuel was established in 1844 through the work of the famous Luther-
an missionary, Rev. Friedrich C. D. Wyneken, who helped found the The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and was its second president.

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege, Indiana District president, was the guest 
preacher. Following a luncheon, a program was presented on the history of 
the church and the ministers who have served the congregation. Twenty-six 
ministers have served Immanuel. Rev. Dean Bearman was the longest serv-
ing minister (1972-2003).

The first members of Immanuel, which included the Weimer, Diehm and 
Housholder families, built the first church — a log cabin — on the property 
owned by Samuel Weimer. It was located in a woods across the road from 
the present St. Mary’s Catholic Church on North Main Street, Avilla. It was 
in this log cabin that Immanuel was organized in 1844. For more about Im-
manuel’s history, go to immanuellutheranavilla.com.

Children are stewards too

Immanuel celebrates

taught. And the same is true when they learned to say “ma 
… ma” or da … da.” They learned by receiving, and then they 
respond. Ah, that sounds like stewardship to me.

The steward receives from God all the gifts he needs for his 
life and then gives back. That’s stewardship! And if we look 
around to find someone to emulate, it doesn’t have to be just 
the faithful adult saints in the pew, but also notice those 
children who enthusiastically profess their faith boldly. Even 
though they don’t have envelopes or can’t clean the church 
property, they are stewards.

At this Thanksgiving, become an enthusiastic steward in 
professing your faith and sharing your God-given gifts with 
and for others.

Ken Schilf 
Council of Resources
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DISTRICT NEWS

MESSAGE 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

The second expression is the giving 
of self. This can be done in many ways 
and often should be done anonymously. 
One special way to give thanks to God 
is by sharing our wealth with the needy. 
In Prov. 14:31, Solomon explains:

“ Whoever oppresses a poor man 
insults his Maker, but he who is  
generous to the needy honors him.”

To honor God is an expression of 
thanksgiving, and this we do when we 
help the poor. This is called almsgiving.

The third expression is the receiving 
of the Eucharist, a foreign concept for 
most people today. It seems strange to 
think that receiving the Lord’s Supper 
could be a way of giving thanks, but 
this has been the understanding of the 
Church through the centuries. To go to 
God’s altar and receive Christ’s body 
and blood is truly a public confession 
which, among other things being con-
fessed, is a statement of thanksgiving 
for our Lord’s work of salvation. Our 
Lutheran Confessions summarize: “…
the reception of the Lord’s Supper itself 
can be praise or thanksgiving.”  

May our Lord bless us this Thanks-
giving as we recall that — not merely 
on Thanksgiving but in relation to all 
circumstances — we are privileged to 
thank God by words, by almsgiving and 
by partaking of the Lord’s Supper. 

Lisa Slack has joined the staff of 
the Indiana District and will 
train under Jan Koenig, who 

currently serves as the assistant to 
the Indiana District president. Lisa 
will work alongside Jan in preparing 
for conventions, pastor conferences, 
scheduling and helping congregations 
with their needs. 

Upon Jan’s retirement in 2021, Lisa 
will transition into Jan’s role and 
oversee the responsibilities of that 
position.

For the last three years, Lisa worked 
as the executive administrative assis-
tant to the senior pastor at Concordia 
Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne. Previ-
ously, she was the director of chil-
dren’s ministry at Concordia, where 
she has been a life-long member. Lisa 
has also worked in education as an 

Boehm commissioned and installed
Wendy Boehm, a recent graduate of the deaconess program at Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, was called to Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, Ossian. Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege, Indiana District president, officiated 
the commissioning and installation on Aug. 25. Pictured are Rev. Samuel 
Wirgau, Bethlehem pastor; Boehm; and Brege.

District office welcomes new assistant
English teacher, and has a master’s 
degree from Ball State University in 
Muncie. 

Lisa resides in Fort Wayne with 
her husband, Vince, and their three 
children: Jeffrey is a freshmen at 
Grace College while Michael attends 
Concordia High School, and Megan 
attends Concordia Lutheran Elemen-
tary School.

Lisa is looking forward to learning 
her new role at the district office and 
serving the congregations of the  
Indiana District. 

“I’m looking forward to building those 
relationships with congregations and 
pastors and facilitating the two,” she 
says. “This is an exciting opportunity 
to see how God can use me in a differ-
ent way.”
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CELEBRATIONS

Nov. 1 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Koestring 66 
Our Redeemer, Evansville
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Sackschewsky 
57, St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Poplawski, 50 
Trinity, Hobart

Nov. 2 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Schultz, 67 
St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Bear, 51 
Emmaus, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. David Pennell, 51 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Reed, 51 
St. John, Monroeville

Nov. 5 
Mr. and Mrs. George Wilson, 64 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Nieman, 53 
St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Amos Werling, 53 
St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne

Nov. 9 
Mr. and Mrs. David Mensendiek, 51 
St. John’s, White Creek

Nov. 11 
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Heideman, 57 
Immanuel, Seymour
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Bennett, 53 
Immanuel, Seymour
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Pruss, 52 
St. John’s, Farmers Retreat

Nov. 14 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Claus, 54 
St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne

Nov. 15 
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Benter, 50 
Immanuel, Seymour

Nov. 16 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Goshert, 67 
St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Christiansen, 61 
Calvary, Plymouth

November Anniversaries
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Gunsett, 56 
Zion, Decatur
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Montagna, 51 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Nov. 18 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Smith, 58 
St. John, Lanesville
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Panning, 52 
Zion, Wabash

Nov. 20 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Everest, 59 
Zion, Wabash

Nov. 21 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Klasing, 66 
Calvary, Indianapolis
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Payne, 60 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

Nov. 22 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Macke, 63 
St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Kurtz, 50 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

Nov. 23 
Mr. and Mrs. Erv Schoch, 64 
Grace, New Albany
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Halcomb, 56 
Cornerstone, Carmel
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Harkless, 51 
St. John, Monroeville
Mr. and Mrs. Don Hitzeman, 51 
Heritage, Valparaiso
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Hoffman, 51 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Rieckers, 51 
Zion, Seymour

Nov. 24 
Mr. and Mrs. Donnie Snyder, 63 
Calvary, Plymouth
Mr. and Mrs. James Such, 62 
Trinity, Hobart
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Huebschman, 58 
Emmanuel, Tell City
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Bowman, 56 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Hounshel, 51 
Immanuel, Seymour

Nov. 25 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Brown, 60 
St. James, Lafayette 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Oyer, 55 
Calvary, Indianapolis
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Kanning, 54 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Brown, 53 
Immanuel, Seymour

Nov. 26 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Eisert, 59 
Shepherd of the Hills, Georgetown
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Ricks, 59 
St. James, Lafayette

Nov. 27 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Roser, 66 
Zion, Wabash
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Becher, 61 
Zion, Decatur
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Krueckeberg, 54 
Zion, Decatur

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Simpson, 54 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Nov. 28 
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Burnworth, 55 
St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Mesenbrink, 55 
Cornerstone, Carmel
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Etzler, 50 
Zion, Decatur

Nov. 29 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vatne, 56 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Nov. 30 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Kirkpatrick, 57 
St. James, Lafayette
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Grotrian, 56 
Trinity, Auburn
Mr. and Mrs. John Davis, 51 
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

Nov. 2 
Wilma Fehd, 92 
Trinity, Darmstadt

Nov. 3 
Helen Ashley, 92 
Grace, Muncie

Nov. 4 
Rose Marie Atz, 91 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

Nov. 7 
Norma Russell, 93 
Immanuel, Seymour

Nov. 8 
Eileen Witte, 92 
St. Peters, Fort Wayne
Byard Hey, 91 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Carol Hoppe, 91 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

Nov. 9 
Helen Goecker, 90 
Immanuel, Seymour

Nov. 10 
Pat Horman, 94 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
Laura Wilson, 91 
Grace, New Albany

Nov. 11 
Anna Clymer, 95 
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne
Virginia Voelker, 94 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

Nov. 12 
Grace Wolf, 98 
Calvary, Indianapolis

Ruth Herb, 91 
St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne

Nov. 14 
Lois Schmidt, 98 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
Alta Boyce, 97 
Trinity, Dillsboro
George Moeller, 93 
Heritage, Valparaiso

Nov. 15 
Marcella Sheets, 94 
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne
Lucille Brandt, 92 
Zion, Fort Wayne
Phyllis Doty, 92 
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

Nov. 16 
Vivian Purvis, 100 
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

Mary Lee Thompson 
94, Grace, New Albany

Nov. 18 
Pete Rump, 91 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Nov. 19 
Lawrence Hille, 90 
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

Nov. 24 
Elizabeth Tiemeier, 94 
Our Shepherd, Avon

Nov. 26 
Dale Schott, 94 
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne 

Nov. 27 
Frank Appleby, 90 
Grace, New Albany

Nov. 29 
Alma Miller, 90 
Zion, Friedheim

Nov. 30 
Ed Krueckeberg, 92 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

Belated
Sept. 17 
Opal Hartmaan, 90 
Our Redeemer, Kokomo

Sept. 28 
Althea Rudisell, 90 
Zion, New Palestine

November Birthdays
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RURAL & SMALL TOWN MISSION

Have your members begun to look 
backward instead of forward? Have you 
adopted a survival mentality? Is there 
a lot of nostalgia for past “glory days” 
when you had a flourishing children’s 
Sunday School and far fewer vacant 
pews than you see at worship these 
days? Is there a growing and nagging 
sense of shame that somehow you’ve 
failed the pioneer generations who 
founded your congregation? 

DOXOLOGY would like to be the 
catalyst to help your church members 
take a fresh look at what can be a pretty 
deflating picture and find the possibili-
ties hidden behind the challenges. 

Besides our classic program for pastors, 
lay leaders and clergy couples, there is 
much more of what DOXOLOGY has to 
offer you. In broad strokes, here’s what 
we have to offer your congregation:

1.  We’re no miracle workers; there’s no 
magic wand or button you can push 
to make all your problems go away. 
There’s only this promise of our Lord 
Jesus: “I will build my church.”

2.  We need to explore what Jesus’ 
promise means in your specific 
location: What does Jesus mean by 
“church?” More importantly, how 
does He build His church?

3.  What is a pastor? How can you 
as God’s people join together to 
enhance your pastor’s ministry in 
mission to an increasingly paganized 
culture? 

4.  Which invisible people groups have 

MOVING BEYOND SURVIVAL: 
DOXOLOGY AND YOUR CHURCH’S FUTURE

by the Rev. Dr. Harold Senkbeil, executive director for Spiritual Care, DOXOLOGY

moved into your community since 
the days of the founding of your 
congregation? Where do they live 
and work? How can you get to know 
them (and speak to them, if they 
converse in another language)?

5.  What are the resources the Lord has 
given uniquely to you in this gen-
eration to reach out anew with His 
changeless Word?

6.  Which aspects of our Lutheran 
theology connect well to a world in 
spiritual free-fall?

7.  Which points of connection have you 
been given in your daily lives with 
those who do not know the Lord 
Jesus and His church?

8.  How can you partner with sister 
congregations in your vicinity to 
better address the work the Lord  
has given you to do in our 
generation?

9.  What can you do to encourage fellow 
members to live more deliberately 
as the family of God, lifting each 
other’s burdens and multiplying 
personal joys?

A webinar, titled “Moving Beyond 
Survival: DOXOLOGY and Your 
Church’s Future” was held in October 
and discussed these and other matters 
facing church leaders in these momen-
tous times. To view the webinar, go to 
lcms.org/rstm-webinars.

oom and bust has been the cycle of farmers for generations, as well as businesses in small towns that 
depend on farm customers. But lately it’s been mostly “bust” and very little “boom.” Plummeting commodity 
prices, rising expenses and international trade wars have all taken their toll on those who live and work in 

America’s heartland. Combine that with the advent of factory farms and vanishing family farms, add in plunging birth 
rates and the exodus of rural youth, and that leaves the average congregation on the ropes numerically and financially. 
A whole lot of churches in rural and small-town America are in survival mode these days.
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Share your news!

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
Bardstown, Ky., has new wor-
ship facilities they can call their 

own. The congregation was organized 
in September 2000 and worshiped in 
loaned facilities. The places of worship 
changed from time to time, but mem-
bers are now rejoicing that they have a 
permanent home.

Good Shepherd’s former pastor, Rev. 
Andrew Guagenti, provided the final 
farewell to the congregation’s old wor-
ship space on Buchannan Boulevard on 
Sept. 1. The congregation then moved 

Twenty years after founding,
Good Shepherd has a home

At left is the new building where the Good Shepherd now worships. At right is where 
the congregation previously held services.

We are always in need of more 
submissions for The Lutheran Witness 
district insert. Why should you send 
them in? It helps remind us of what 
God is doing around the Indiana 
District. It is also a way to share ideas 
for nurturing those God has already 
gathered into His church and for 
reaching those still outside of the 
flock with the Good News about Jesus. 
It finally reminds each of us that 
Christ’s Church is much larger than 
just our particular congregation.

We welcome pictures and stories 
of congregational events, youth 
events, outreach events, installations, 
events from your men’s or women’s 
group, servant events, conferences, 
anniversaries, church renovations 
or additions, and much more. If 
you would like an upcoming event 
publicized, please make sure we have 
the information at least two months 
in advance. 

If you have any announcements, 
special events or human interest 
stories that you or your organization 
would like published, please send 
submissions to Jan Koenig at  
jan.koenig@in.lcms.org. You may 
also mail your submissions to Jan at:

Lutheran Witness Editor  
LCMS Indiana District  
1145 South Barr St. 
Fort Wayne, IN 46802

Please ensure photos sent 
electronically are high resolution.

The deadline for the January 2020 
issue is Nov. 15. 

On Sept. 4, I underwent back surgery 
for fusion of my L3-L4-L5 vertebrae. 
The surgery went as planned, and I was 
released from the hospital within 48 
hours of the surgery. God has given spe-
cial gifts to the doctors and caregivers 
for which I am so grateful.

I know many of our congregations had 
me on their prayer lists and I want to 
thank all of you for those prayers.

My recovery has gone well and as of 
Sept. 30, I am back in the office be-
ginning with four-to-five-hour days. 
Physical therapy is scheduled and we’re 
looking at a complete recovery.

Again, thank you so much for your 
thoughts and prayers. 

To God be all the glory!

Jan Koenig
Indiana District editor and  
administrative assistant 

to its new building at 1126 Bloomfield 
Road for a service of dedication. 

Pastor Guagenti, now retired, said 
“For me, I think this (the Buchannan 
Boulevard location) will always be what 
I think of as Good Shepherd. … This did 
turn out to be a blessed place for us, but 
it is time to move on.” 

Rev. Charles Fausel, Good Shepherd 
interim pastor and circuit visitor, 
thanked those who played a role in the 
preparations and thanked God for all 
the blessings He has bestowed on the 
congregation.


