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seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places (1:20). Christians 
are thus united with Christ, already 
seated in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus.  

In Christ you died, in Christ you rose 
from the dead and in Christ you have 
ascended. How can this be? When 
did this happen? We are prone to say, 
“It doesn’t feel like I already died, 
and it doesn’t feel like I have been 
raised from the dead, and it certainly 
doesn’t feel like I have been seated in 
the heavenly realms.” Indeed these 
things have not yet happened to us 
physically, but nonetheless they have 
happened by virtue of our connection 
to Christ. 

Don’t base your faith on how you feel! 
You have objective events to which 
your faith clings. Certainly the histor-
ical events of Christ’s salvation-works 
(His life, death, resurrection and 
ascension) are the foundation of your 
faith, but there is another event that 
guarantees such salvation events 
belong to you — indeed that you have 
been immersed in them.

Your personal salvation-event was 
your baptism. Of your death and res-
urrection in Christ through your bap-
tism, St. Paul explains that you have 
been “buried with him in baptism, 
in which you were also raised with 
him” (Col 2:12). A few verses later, the 
apostle explains the results of your 
dying with Christ in your baptism: 

If with Christ you died to the ele-
mental spirits of the world, why, as 

Rev. Dr.  
Daniel Brege 

District President

It is a done deal. Christ Jesus 
accomplished all aspects of our 
salvation. For us He lived, for us 

He died, for us He rose from the dead 
and for us He ascended into heaven. 

As we again celebrate Christ’s 
ascension during this May, consider 
the ascension-related divine accom-
plishment described by the apostle 
Paul in his letter to the Ephesians: 
“God has seated us with Him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.” 
In Christ you have already ascend-
ed. Yes, you have already been seated in the heavenly 
realms! When he says that God seated us with Him in 
the heavenly realms, the apostle is referring us back to 
his description of Christ’s ascension, when in the first 
chapter of this epistle he explains how God the Father 

Already ascended In Christ

And God 
raised us up 
with Christ 
and seated us 
with Him in 
the heavenly 
realms in 
Christ Jesus
— Eph. 2:6

LC
M

S/
Er

ik
 M

. L
un

sf
or

d

INDIANA

INDIANA

 /
 M

A
Y 

2
02

1

See ASCENSION, page 8
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CHAPLAINCY MINISTRY

By Rev. Theodore A. Hoham
Chaplain, U.S. Army Reserve

nyone who’s been in the Army can 
tell you that soldiers are a breed 

unto themselves and are often 
very different from how they’re depicted in 
film and on television. True, they are very 
brave, resourceful and competent, and 
many of them have already forgotten more 
about the Army than I’ll ever know. 

However, unlike how they’re often shown 
on screen, soldiers are three-dimensional. They have spouses, 
children, parents, rent, car payments and future hopes and 
ambitions beyond the Army. Soldiers can get divorced, have 
custody disputes, struggle with addiction, mourn the death 
of friends and loved ones and experience professional failures 
and setbacks. Army reservists have additional struggles, as 
they must balance their military and civilian vocations and 
responsibilities. 

In other words, soldiers experience the same life struggles 
as anyone else. In the Army, however, these problems are 
often magnified and exacerbated in that they still have to 
perform their jobs at the highest possible level because their 
country is counting on them. Morning training exercises 
and deployments don’t stop just because a soldier is having a 
personal issue. So where can a soldier go when he or she needs 
help, when they’re at the breaking point and don’t think they 
have anywhere else to turn? Enter the chaplain.

The chaplain’s responsibility is, in essence, to help soldiers bear 
life’s burdens as St. Paul discusses in Gal. 6:2:

Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

Army chaplains do this using the three “core competencies”: 
▶ Nurture the Living
▶ Care for the Wounded
▶ Honor the Fallen 

While this includes conducting the Divine Service, it also 
includes many other aspects of pastoral care: providing 
religious education and catechesis, baptizing, counseling 
soldiers who are struggling, tending to the sick and wounded, 
comforting the dying and grieving, and advising the command 
and staff on issues related to religion, morality and ethics 
during military operations. All of this is done from the 
perspective of Holy Scripture, and as an LCMS chaplain, 

Chaplain 
Hoham 
consecrates 
the elements 
of the Lord’s 
Supper 
during a 
service in 
April 2020. 
The Army 
Reserve 
unit he 
serves was 
mobilizing 
for COVID-
related 
duties.

everything I do flows from the knowledge that our Lord Jesus 
Christ continues to use the Word and Sacraments to nurture, 
care for and comfort His church.

This year marks a decade that I’ve spent in the Army, and 
while much has changed over that short time, the soldiers have 
not. They continue to experience life’s triumphs and defeats, 
and they still require the love, comfort and peace that can only 
come from Christ’s Word. Like the members of our LCMS 
congregations, they have joys, sorrows and struggles, and the 
chaplain’s role is, and always will be, to walk alongside them 
and love them as Christ loves them. 

Thank you for your continued support for LCMS chaplains 
serving everywhere and please continue to pray for them, 
as well as the soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines who our 
chaplains serve in Christ’s name.

Pastor Hoham began his military service in 2011 after graduating 
from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y., serving as an 
Armor Officer at Fort Benning, Ga., and Fort Hood, Texas. After 
leaving active duty, he attended Concordia Theological Seminary, 
graduating in 2019. He currently serves as a campus pastor and 
theology teacher at Concordia Lutheran High School in Fort 
Wayne, and as a chaplain in the U.S. Army Reserve. Pastor Hoham 
has been married to his wife, Lizzy, for 10 years, and they have four 
children.

God bless our chaplains
For soldiers, chaplain is there to 
bear burdens, provide comfort
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CHAPLAINCY MINISTRY

Following is an 
excerpt from a letter 
written by Rev. Craig 
Muehler, director 
of LCMS Ministry to 
the Armed Forces 
(MAF), to the Indiana 
District, expressing 
appreciation for the 
monetary gift recently 
provided for MAF.

I am especially grateful 
for you! Despite all the challenges and 

unknown future in our world, you still 
sacrificed and remembered Ministry to the 
Armed Forces in your prayers and with your 
financial gift. Thank you! Please know that 
your generous gift is being used completely 
to support this vital ministry and we are 
supported only by designated offerings like 
yours. We continue to provide support to all 
those who selflessly serve our nation in the 
military and their families. We continue to 
provide pastoral care to our veterans and 
their families. We continue to equip, train, 
support, and defend our LCMS chaplains 
and their families as they continue to 
selflessly provide Word and Sacrament 
ministry to those in their care. 

Our LCMS military personnel and their 
families continue to be grateful for their 
church who supports them. It is a comfort 
and encouragement to them to know 
that their church is there for them. While 
military service has always been tough with 
deployments and separations, the recent 
deployments have had an additional toll with 
the COVID-19 challenges. Some of our Navy 
personnel have been at sea on their ships 
for over 250 days without any port visits. 
Some of our Army and Air Force personnel 
have had their deployments extended due 
to operations and COVID-19. Your LCMS 
chaplains have been there with them, in 
every time and place, providing pastoral 
care. Your donations have allowed us to 
provide them with what they need. 

Together we have been able to bring the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to these great 
Americans who serve our nation selflessly. 
God’s richest blessings to you in 2021 and 
thank you!

Thank you!

Rev. Craig 
Muehler

Military 
Chaplains 

of the  
Indiana  
District

Currently serving:
▶  Major Sean Ballard 

U.S. Air Force, Elgin Air 
Force Base, Florida

▶  Captain Kurtis Bueltmann 
U.S. Air Force Reserve,  
Newburgh (assigned to 
Scott Air Force Base, Illinois)

▶  Captain Theodore Hoham 
U.S. Army Reserve, Fort 
Wayne (assigned to Fort 
Sheridan, Illinois)

▶  Commander Matthew 
Prince, U.S. Navy,  
Portsmouth, Va.

▶  Lieutenant Colonel J. Mark 
Sedwick, U.S. Army,  
Scott Air Force Base, Illinois

Emeritus: 
U.S. Army 
▶  Rev. Peter Cage
▶  Rev. Dr. James Cotter
▶  Rev. Eric Ebb
▶  Rev. Eric Erkkinen
▶  Rev. Herbert Schumm
▶  Rev. Mark Stenbeck

U.S. Navy
▶  Rev. Daniel Gard
▶  Rev. Channing Kearnery
▶  Rev. R. Eric Malmstrom
▶  Rev. Martin Stahl 

U.S. Air Force
▶  Rev. Thomas Elbert
▶  Rev. Douglas Irmer
▶  Rev. William Weinrich

Another way that our pastors serve in chaplaincy is for police de-
partments. There is no comprehensive listing of our district pastors 
serving in such roles, but we do know of two men who serve God’s 
people in such a capacity in the Fort Wayne Police Department:  
Rev. Joe Gudel and Rev. Phil Schemahorn.
The International Conference of Police Chaplains awarded Chap-
lain Schemahorn the Wilbur Cunningham Award for excellence in 
law-enforcement chaplaincy in 2020 for the State of Indiana.
Chaplain Gudel retired as the director of Campus Ministries for 
Concordia Lutheran High School in 2019 and was sworn in as Fort 
Wayne Police Department chaplain in September 2019. 
We give thanks for their service and the service of many not listed 
here. Please keep these men and all others who serve in similar 
capacities in your diligent prayers.

Serving law  
enforcement
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In the Good Shepherd’s Fold
At The Shepherd’s Hand 
Community Outreach 
Center in Fort Wayne, 
Lutherans reach out to the 
community with human 
care and the Gospel.
The Shepherd’s Hand seeks to reflect 
God’s love by serving those in the 
community, providing for physical  
needs and witnessing to the love of  
God in Christ. 

On a Saturday in late February, 
Deaconess Rachel Jaseph, executive 
director of The Shepherd’s Hand 
Community Outreach Center, stepped 
out into the finger-tingling cold and 
crunched through the packed snow 
holding a large, handwritten sign that 
read “free diapers.”

Deaconess Rachel Jaseph drives 
attention to The Shepherd’s Hand 
Family Health Fair and Diaper 
Giveaway.

Darryl Parks, right, receives resources during the health fair .
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A motorist passing by saw Jaseph and 
pulled over. After talking with her for 
a moment, he backed up and parked at 
the outreach center, situated southeast 
of downtown Fort Wayne and across 
the street from Shepherd of the City 
Lutheran Church. 

The Shepherd’s Hand was hosting its 
third Family Health Fair and Diaper 
Giveaway. Inside the center, donated 
diapers formed a pile several feet tall, 
and yellow smiley face balloons bounced 
on strings at the tables of community 
partners who have come alongside the 
ministry to promote secular health 
resources in the city. Masked volunteers 
were on hand to usher recipients 
through the center as they picked up 
diapers and different resources set out 
on socially distanced tables.

The Shepherd’s Hand ministry points 
people to Jesus Christ in this often-
overlooked urban neighborhood of Fort 
Wayne. Shepherd in the City Lutheran 
Church started laying the groundwork 
for the ministry in 2011 with assistance 
from donors, The Lutheran Foundation 
serving northeast Indiana, the 
LWML and the LCMS. Other LCMS 
congregations now walk together by 
providing volunteers and financial 
assistance. It is a model of ministry 
that corrals resources to bring people 
to Word and Sacrament ministries at 
Shepherd of the City and surrounding 
LCMS congregations. 

Deaconess Jaseph draws a ticket for a raffle.

Deaconess Kimberly 
Trombley shares in 
fellowship.

Volunteer Jean 
Bristol opens the 
door for Darryl Parks 
and Adriana Aguilera.

Deaconess Tiffany 
Manor, director of 
LCMS Life Ministry, 
assists Nicole 
White (center) and 
Mackenzie.

See SHEPHERD, page 8



6  /  INDIANA

DISTRICT NEWS

PRAYER LIST

The Indiana District is a dynamic 
group of churches, schools and 
other ministries. Following is a 
listing of just some of the many 
things coming up around the 
district. Particularly in light of 
the pandemic and how far in 
advance this issue goes to print, 
please note that all listings are 
tentative. Be sure and contact 
event hosts for information on 
particular events or to verify 
that they are still occurring. 
If your school, ministry or 
congregation has something 
you would like to submit for 
consideration for an upcoming 
issue, please contact the editor 
two months in advance at  
lisa.slack@in.lcms.org.

May 3-5 
Southern Pastoral 
Conference– 
Camp Lakeview,  
Seymour

May 10-11 
Northern Pastoral 
Conference– 
Oakwood Resort,  
Syracuse

May 21 
CTSFW Baccalaureate 
(10 a.m.) and  
Commencement  
(4 p.m.)

May 22 
A.J. Arnett Honor Run–
CLHS

May 23 
 Lutheran High School of 
Indianapolis graduation

May 29 
Trinity High School, 
Seymour, graduation

May 30 
CLHS graduation– 
Fort Wayne

June 10, 11 
“Music Man” alumni 
performance–CLHS

June 24-27 
39th Biennial LWML 
Convention;  
Lexington, Ky.

CLHS: Concordia Lutheran 
High School, Fort Wayne

CTSFW: Concordia  
Theological Seminary,  
Fort Wayne

WEEK OF MAY 2
Circuit 15 – Indianapolis South

• Calvary, Indianapolis
• Concordia, Greenwood
• Emmaus, Indianapolis
• First Timothy, Indianapolis
• Our Savior, Indianapolis
• St. Paul, Indianapolis
• St. Peter’s, Indianapolis

MISSION: African-American 
Mission, Redeemer, Louisville
RSO: Shepherd’s Hand, Fort 
Wayne
LCMS DISTRICT: Florida-
Georgia

WEEK OF MAY 9
Circuit 24 – Louisville West

• Concordia, Louisville
• Epiphany, New Salisbury
• Grace, New Albany
• Redeemer, Louisville

• Risen Lord, Taylorsville
•  Shepherd of the Hills, 

Georgetown
• St. John, Lanesville

MISSION: African American 
Mission, Resurrection, 
Louisville
RSO: Siberian Lutheran Mission 
Society, Fort Wayne
LCMS DISTRICT: Iowa East

WEEK OF MAY 16
Circuit 2 – Gary

• Faith, DeMotte
• Good Shepherd, Gary
• Redeemer, Lake Station
• St. John, Gary
• Trinity, Crown Point
• Trinity, Hobart
• Trinity Memorial, Merrillville

MISSION: Hispanic Ministry, 
Resurrection, Louisville
MINISTRY: Valparaiso 
University, Valparaiso
LCMS DISTRICT: Iowa West

WEEK OF MAY 23
Circuit 6 – Kendallville

• Clear Lake, Fremont
• Immanuel, Avilla
• Lake George, Fremont
• Living Water, Wolf Lake
• Messiah, Wolcottville
•  Shepherd by the Lakes, 

Syracuse
• St. John, Columbia City
• St. John, Kendallville
• Trinity, Auburn
• Zion, Garrett
• Zion, Columbia City
• Zion, Corunna

MISSION: Hope for the 
Destitute–Kisumu, Kenya (St. 
Paul’s, New Haven)
RSO: Wittenburg Village,  
Crown Point
LCMS DISTRICT: Kansas

WEEK OF MAY 30
Circuit 16 – Indianapolis North

• Christ, Noblesville

• Cornerstone, Carmel
• Epiphany, Westfield
• Holy Cross, Indianapolis
• Journey, Fishers
• Lord of Life, Westfield
• Messiah, Indianapolis

MISSION: International Friends 
Ministries, Cornerstone, Carmel
RSO: 4KenyasKids, New Haven/
Avon
LCMS DISTRICT: Michigan
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CELEBRATIONS

Anniversaries  
(50 and over)

May 1 
Gaylord and Bernice Sonner, 56 
St. John’s, Lanesville
Larry and Linda Gagan, 51 
Heritage, Valparaiso
John and Linda Brock, 50 
Trinity-Darmstadt, Evansville

May 2 
Gene and Karen Baumgartner, 64 
St. Paul-Preble, Decatur

May 5 
Al and Mary Boring, 53 
Our Redeemer, Evansville

May 6 
Jim and Melodee Kalinke, 54 
Heritage, Valparaiso

May 8 
Steve and Joyce Waters, 50 
Our Redeemer, Evansville

May 10 
William and Mary Foerg, 52 
St. James, Logansport

May 13 
Robert and Loretta Crowley, 60 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown

May 14 
Jack and Janet Myer, 60 
St. James, Lafayette

May 15 
Robert and Peggy Boyer, 56 
Our Shepherd, Avon

May 16 
Willard and Marietta Niederbaumer, 62 
St. John’s-Farmer’s Retreat, Dillsboro
Al and Pat Collins, 57 
Calvary, Indianapolis

May 17 
Robert and Sharen Barnett, 52 
St. Peter, North Judson

May 19 
Bob and Sharon Bruhn, 64 
Concordia, Greenwood
Roger and Fay Koenemann, 64 
St. John-Bingen, Decatur

May 20 
Mike and Brenda Snyder, 54 
Grace, New Albany

May 21 
Rev. Richard and Carol Maassel, 61 
St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne

May 22 
Chester and Linda Rust, 65 
Immanuel, Seymour

May 23 
Don and Kathy Brown, 57 
Zion, Decatur

Dave and Diane Jackson, 51 
St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne

May 24 
Paul and Elsie Luke, 63 
St. John’s-Farmer’s Retreat, Dillsboro

Arthur and June Krauss, 52 
St. John-Bingen, Decatur
Leslie and Sharon Marks, 52 
St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne
Robert and Jeanette Zinn, 52 
St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne

May 25 
Ken and Mary Wiser, 74 
Grace, New Albany
Don and Mevelyn Feagley, 64 
Trinity-Darmstadt, Evansville
Ed and Wilma McCoy, Sr., 58 
Trinity-Darmstadt, Evansville
Rod and Nancy Swearingen, 53 
Grace, New Albany

May 26 
Richard and Nina Hackman 59 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown

May 27 
Eugene and Nancy Hanus, 60 
St. James, Lafayette

May 28 
Virgil and Doris Schulte, 65 
Immanuel, Seymour

May 29 
Paul and Phyllis Scare, 56 
Grace, New Albany

May 30 
Keith and Bonnie Brauer, 51 
Epiphany, Westfield

Belated
April 4 
Tom and Mary Lou Nolting, 62 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown

April 20 
Robert and Violet Wischmeier, 53 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown

April 22 
Leon and Becky Hackman, 59 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown

April 29 
Kalr and Catherine Turmail, 66 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown

Birthdays (90 and over)

May 1 
Myrtle Trubey, 98 
Trinity, Hobart

May 2 
Margaret Moeller, 95 
Heritage, Valparaiso
Art Marshall, 90 
Trinity, Hobart

May 3 
Ed Gutt, 90 
Heritage, Valparaiso

May 4 
Anna Rosebrough, 94 
Our Shepherd, Avon

May 5 
Norma Hentchel, 92 
Grace, New Albany

May 6 
June Schneidewind, 95 
Trinity, Henderson, Ky.

May 8 
Fran Sapper, 97 
Trinity, Hobart
Phyllis Truitt, 96 
Trinity, Hobart
Clarice (Kelley) Porter, 94 
Zion, Decatur

May 11 
Edna Spiehler, 97 
St. Peter, Waymansville

May 12 
Oguerita McKinney, 99 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown

May 26 
Laura Springman, 93 
Trinity, Hobart
Eva Joyce Pruss, 90 
St. John’s-Farmer’s 
Retreat, Dillsboro

May 27 
Dave Graef, 94 
Heritage, Valparaiso

May 30 
Robert Hegerfeld, 97 
St. John-Flatrock,  
Monroeville
Evelyn Felt, 91 
St. John-Flatrock,  
Monroeville

May 31 
Norie Strakis, 93 
Our Shepherd, Avon

David H.T. Meyer, 91 
Grace, Muncie

May 13 
Josephine Lawson, 94 
Grace, New Albany

May 14 
Doris Hackman, 94 
Immanuel, Seymour
Joseph Smith, 90 
St. John’s, Farmer’s 
Retreat

May 15 
Dorothy Sapper, 90 
Trinity, Hobart

May 16 
Helen Stebbe, 92 
Calvary, Indianapolis
Gertrude Wehrenberg, 
90 
Grace, New Albany

May 18 
Rosemary Kania, 93 
Trinity, Hobart
Clarence Hausz, 91 
St. John’s, Lanesville

May 19 
Gloria Huffman, 92 
St. James, Lafayette

May 20 
Edgar Baumgart, 94 
St. John’s, Lanesville
Walter Miller, 92 
St. James, Lafayette

Share your news with us!
e are always in need of submissions for the Indiana 
District Lutheran Witness insert. Why should you 

send them in? It helps remind us of what God is doing 
around the district. It is also a way to share ideas for nurturing 
those God has already gathered into His church and for 
reaching those still outside of the flock with the Good News 
about Jesus. It finally reminds each of us that Christ’s Church 
is much larger than just our particular congregation.

We welcome pictures and stories of congregational events, 
youth events, outreach events, installations, events from 
your men’s or women’s group, servant events, anniversaries, 
church renovations or additions, and much more. If you 
would like an upcoming event publicized, please make sure 
we have the information at least two months in advance. 

Please send submissions to Lisa Slack at lisa.slack@in.lcms.
org, or to Lutheran Witness Editor, LCMS Indiana District, 
1145 South Barr St., Fort Wayne, IN 46802

The deadline for the August 2021 issue is June 15.
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STEWARDSHIP

Ken Schilf 
Council of  
Resources

I think most of us have more than 
one habit. We recently moved 
across town to a new house, 

about five miles away. How many 
times did I start heading for home 
using the usual route that I had tak-
en for 35 years before I realized that 
I had moved and I was headed in the 
wrong direction? 

Old habits die hard. Some are good 
and some are bad. So I had to devel-
op a new habit and stick to it.

What kinds of habits do you have as a Christian? Some 
good habits would be to attend weekly worship, partake 
in daily devotions and prayers, and read Scripture. Once 
you make those commitments, they become habits  
engrained in your lifestyle, and they will be hard to 
break even when you are having a bad day.

What kind of habit do you have toward stewardship? 
During our first year of marriage, my wife and I devel-
oped the habit of regular giving to our Lord. Fifty-three 
years later we continue to give regularly to our church 
and other ministries. Yes, it’s an old habit that’s good. 
We operate on a budget and review our income annually. 

Even though we sometimes are tempted to cut back our 
offerings, we don’t because everything we have belongs 
to God. The car we drive, the house we own and the 
television we watch are all His. And the money we have 
is His, too. 

What commitments have you made to the Lord as His 
stewards? Whether you have or haven’t, you will see that 
good habits rise and rise again if you do.  As Jesus said 
to His disciples in Luke 6:38:

“Give, and it will be given to you.” 

What’s 
your  
habit?

ASCENSION (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

if you were still alive in 
the world, do you submit 
to regulations…? (2:20) 

And of your resurrection in 
your baptism he explains 
further results: 

If then you have been 
raised with Christ, seek 
the things that are 
above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand 
of God. (3:1)

He then summarizes: “your 
life is hidden with Christ in 
God” (3:3). Indeed, in your 
baptism your life is hidden 
with the crucified, raised 

and ascended Christ! We 
are so completely in Christ 
because of our baptism that 
Paul exclaims that God has 
already seated us in the 
heavenly realms in Christ 
Jesus. As you have died in 
your baptism, and as you 
have been raised from the 
dead in your baptism, so too 
you have ascended in your 
baptism … it is a done deal. 

In Holy Baptism (that is, 
being connected to Christ), 
these supernatural bestow-
als are guarantees of their 
physical fulfillment.

SHEPHERD (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5)

“The work here directly connects people to the Gospel because at 
all of our events we definitely begin and end with prayer, but we 
also invite people to join us for worship at Shepherd of the City 
or at any other of our partner congregations as well,” Jaseph said. 

It wasn’t long before Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Pulse, Shepherd of the 
City vacancy pastor and Concordia Theological Seminary 
professor, dropped in with Vicar Jason Zoske to help with the 
event. They came ready to talk and offer prayer, if desired, with 
recipients working their way through the health fair.

The Shepherd’s Hand is a new LCMS Recognized Service 
Organization (RSO), which is a ministry that walks in harmony 
with the doctrine and practice of the LCMS. 

“We see the benefit of being aligned with the LCMS so that 
we can share the Gospel of Christ with others who also believe 
in Word and Sacrament ministry as well as being able to 
work together for the good of the kingdom,” said Deaconess 
Kimberly Trombley, the organization’s board chair. “We know 
that we have more strength when we’re working together.”

Throughout the course of the event, nearly 4,500 diapers 
were distributed to the 70 or so people who came through 
the outreach center, one of whom was Roshawn. She isn’t a 
newcomer to The Shepherd’s Hand. She previously visited for a 
Trunk or Treat event and at Thanksgiving.

“This place is really helpful to me,” Roshawn said. She helps 
care for family members and relies on the ministry in her 
efforts to assist others who aren’t able to visit on their own. 

Story and photos by Erik M. Lunsford. A longer version of this 
article appears in the Spring 2021 issue of Lutherans Engage the 
World.


