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INDIANA

Tree HOuses 
& OUtdOOR 
MINIstRY

L utheran camps 
are fun and 
offer interesting 

ministry settings. It 
has been a privilege 
for me to work at 
Lutheran camps 
during my college 
years. It was a joy to 
be outside all sum-
mer in the sunshine, 
nature and water. 
Having devotions under the stars and 
around the campfire was an absolute 
delight for children, youth and adults. 
Outdoor ministry is big in the Indiana 
District!

In this issue of The Lutheran Witness, you 
will find a great article about the work of 
Bethesda Lutheran Communities (page 
5). Deaconess Kim Trombley is a leader 
on the Bethesda ministry staff. 

Rev. Daniel May 
District President 

It was a wonderful privilege for me to 
serve on the Bethesda Board of Direc-
tors. One unique aspect of the Bethesda 
ministry is Camp Matz. It is a ministry 
designed to offer the joys and blessings 
of camping for the developmentally 
disabled, along with a full menu of 
ministries. During a meeting in Water-
town, Wis., (headquarters of Bethesda’s 
ministries), the suggestion was made to 
build a tree house that would be fully 
accessible to campers at Camp Matz. 
Tree houses are great fun as we climb 
up into the trees to view God’s creation 
from a new and different perspective. 
Who doesn’t love a tree house?

But a tree house for people with walking 
challenges and people in wheelchairs? 
Could this be done? The exciting answer 
was yes it can! And by God’s grace it was 
done some years ago at Camp Matz! A 
tree house with a long, strong and beau-

tiful ramp provides an opportunity that 
is hard to imagine.

This project was driven by the deter-
mined desire to minister to people with 
special challenges. When people peer 
out from the tree house, there is the 
exhilaration of seeing and experiencing 
the wonders of God’s creation from the 
treetops! 

As we minister to and with one anoth-
er in a wide variety of settings, we are 
called to be faithful and creative in vital 
new ministries. Maybe you can think 
of something in your setting that has a 
ministry need. If you ever get to Camp 
Matz, check out the tree house. If you 
have never enjoyed outdoor ministry, 
you have missed something!
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OUTDOOR MINISTRY

‘Be still, and know that I am God’

By David Vandercar 
Executive Director, Lakeview Ministries 

In a world that continues to spin 
faster and faster with technological 
advances, busy schedules and 

competition, a time and place to retreat 
and “be still” in God’s Word becomes 
increasingly extraordinary. 

Lakeview Ministries in Seymour 
established its mission more than 50 
years ago to “provide opportunities of 
growth, inspiration, and recreation 
in an outdoor environment.” Adults 
and children come to Lakeview to 
enjoy God’s creation and focus on His 
Word apart from daily distractions. 
Every year, more than 2,200 summer 
youth campers and 200 adult retreat 
groups spend time in the rolling hills of 
southern Indiana at Lakeview. 

These camp-goers stop running 
hectically from one event to the next to 
run wildly through a green pasture in 
some silly field game. They 
take a break from staring 
at a screen to gaze into 
endless, starry skies. They 
forget the work-school-
home balancing act as 
they balance with a team 
on a tight-rope challenge 
course. 

Rather than trying 
to stay afloat amid 
responsibilities, they 
let the cool water of a 
glistening lake cover and 
refresh them. They trade 
the chatter of the media 
for the singing of crickets 
and a crackling campfire. 

In this setting, the Word of God is 
shared and souls are restored by it.

Knowing the value of such settings 
and experiences, Lakeview Ministries 
recently acquired an additional 
facility that was in danger of being 

shut down. This facility, 
Camp Cedarbrook in 
Lanesville, is situated on 
nearly 70 acres of forested 
hills just across the Ohio 
River from Louisville, 
Ky. It had been operated 
by the Kentuckiana 
Zone of the Lutheran 
Layman’s League, and 
now Lakeview Ministries 
has the opportunity 
to keep this outdoor 
ministry from being lost. 
Strategic planning for 
the development of this 
property is underway. How 
exciting to anticipate the 

peace, rest, inspiration and recreation 
God will provide His children at this 
site! 

In Luke 5:16, Jesus “withdrew Himself 
into the wilderness and prayed.” There 
is great value in the green pastures and 
still waters of God’s creation. As the 
weather warms and creation begins 
to come alive this spring, take the 
opportunity to immerse yourself in His 
creation and His Word.

For more information about Lakeview 
Ministries and the Camp Cedarbrook 
project, visit lakeviewministries.com. 
Lakeview Ministries is a partner camp 
of the National Lutheran Outdoor 
Ministries Association (NLOMA). NLOMA 
partner camps are spread all throughout 
the country and are willing and eager to 
provide a place for you to experience all 
that God’s creation has to offer. To find 
your camp, visit NLOMA.org.

He makes me 
lie down in 
green pastures. 
He leads me 
beside still 
waters. He 
restores my 
soul.”
Ps. 23:2-3a
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OUTDOOR MINISTRY

Enjoying outdoor camp with people of all abilities
By Sandra Brese Rice 
Director of Religious Resource Creation, 
Bethesda

Summer camps, day camps, week-
end retreats and vacation Bible 
school programs all love to use the 

outdoors to help participants experi-
ence God’s creation. Including people 
of all abilities is possible, especially if a 
few things are considered by directors, 
leaders and staff.

NATURE WALKS 
Bad weather and other natural 
events often make pathways difficult 
to maneuver. By exploring the route 
prior to the activity, leaders can either 
move obstacles or change destinations 
without drawing attention to campers 
who may have difficulty with fallen 
trees or mud pits.

Consider using something concrete 
for the group to focus on to help with 
understanding the goal. For example,  
use sample paint chips of various colors 

“I praise you because I am wonderfully and fearfully made.” Ps. 139:14

to find items in nature that match the 
colors campers carry in their hands. 

Use pictures or actual photographs of 
items campers are to collect for scaven-
ger-hunt games or specific observations 
you want made.

If the pathway is not accessible, change 
the rules. Take the campers to one 
location where they can see all types 
of living things. Use a bingo board or a 
list of Bible verses to reflect what they 
see. For example, when the camper sees 
a bird, cross off the bird on the board 
or read or listen to Ps. 84:3.

OUTDOOR GAMES 
If playing a game, have groups of two  
to four on a team.  
This allows the group to incorporate 
the gifts of all the campers to play the 
game.

Consider using small pillows or stuffed 
animals for catching rather than a ball.  
It’s easier to grab and squeeze for suc-

cessful catching. 

Consider using pinnies (vests) so  
players can tell immediately who is  
on their team. 

Change the rules to accommodate all 
the participants. For example, instead  
of playing traditional basketball, 
spread the group out and make every-
one stay in the spot you assigned them. 
Have the teams try to toss the object to 
their teammates from their spot. Use a 
clean garbage can as the target. 

BE PREPARED
Bring:
▶  Water bottles to prevent dehydra-

tion.

▶  Sanitary wipes for cleanliness or 
emergencies.

▶  Plastic bags with handles for carry-
ing items.

▶  A cell phone or walkie-talkie to con-
tact the office for help.
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STEWARDSHIP

Where are you fishing?

When 
congre-
gational 

leaders and 
members cast 
their “fishing net” 
too narrowly or in 
the wrong place, 
it is easy for the 
congregation to 
find itself in the 
same predica-
ment that Jesus’ disciples were in John 
21. Only when those fish-less disciples 
listened to the Lord to cast their net on 
the other side of their boat did they get 
more fish than they could handle.

In much the same way, the Lord is 
calling the Church (you) to cast a much 
broader net in stewardship. A broader 
definition and scope of stewardship is a 
good thing. In fact, in Genesis, the Lord 
created us for the purpose of caring for 
His creation. This, of course, had noth-
ing to do with finances. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we are transformed and become His 
stewards. We are changed from takers  

Ken Schilf 
Council of Resources

to givers. So how can you be givers 
of God’s creation? Have you or your 
congregation been involved in servant 
projects? This can be done in your 
neighborhood, the district, nationally, 
or internationally. In Matt. 25:35-36, 
Christ says:

“For I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, I was naked and you clothed 
me, I was sick and you visited me.” 

The list could go on and on.

I remember when I did youth ministry, 
one of our servant events was recon-
structing a worship bowl at Camp 
LuWiSoMo in Wild Rose, Wis. It was 
also the week of its disability camp. To 
help get the kids interested in attending, 
I added going to the Wisconsin Dells 
on the way home. When I asked them 
what was the most significant part of the 
week away from home, they answered, 
without hesitation, the servant event! 
They felt a sense of accomplishment 
in helping in God’s ministry, plus they 
came to understand and bond with the 
other campers who had special needs. 

Their stewardship nets broadened. 

Then when my neighbor was in the 
hospital for about four to five months, 
the neighborhood got together to do his 
yard work, from the flower beds to lawn 
care. That continued when winter came, 
and I cleared the snow off his driveway. 
Jesus continues in Matt. 25:40:

“Truly I say to you, as you did it to 
one of the least of these my broth-
ers, you did it to Me.” 

In the Indiana District, we have two 
Lutheran camps where you can help 
in some way to improve their nature 
setting. The district has other at-large 
ministries that you could help. Discover 
them at in.lcms.org. And certainly you 
have neighbors that could use your help 
in your church’s locale. Develop a group 
of servants for outreach.

“So whether you eat or drink or 
whatever you do, do it all for the 
glory of God.” 1 Cor. 10:31

That is indeed stretching your steward-
ship fishing net!
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CHURCH BODY

Focusing on all  
abilities in the Church

By Deaconess Kimberly Trombley 
Vice President of Religious Life, 
Bethesda Lutheran Communities

Oftentimes when we see people 
with a developmental disabil-
ity, we do not see their ability 

because we are too focused on what we 
perceive as limitations. Yet, don’t we all 
have limitations? We are all born into 
sin and are saved by grace through faith 
in Jesus Christ so that none of us can 
boast that we save ourselves (see Eph. 
2:8-9). We are all in need of Jesus, and 
are all His children. As the Church, we 
are blessed to be able to care for one 
another in Christian love and help each 
other in our limitations. 

The image above is a picture of four 
women who are having fellowship. Two 
of the women have developmental dis-
abilities and volunteer to care for people 
who live at a local retirement commu-
nity. They live in Michigan and are very 
active in their community. This is just 
one of many ways that people with a de-
velopmental disability can provide care 
and compassion within the community. 
We can all support and care for each 
other, despite our different abilities.

Throughout all of our limitations, we 
have one who has overcome them all 
and conquered sin, death and the devil 

March 
Prayer List
Week of March 6
 › Florida-Georgia District
 › Circuit 11
 › St. John, Rensselaer
 › St. Luke, Rensselaer
 › St. James, Reynolds
 › St. John, Rochester
 › Redeemer, West Lafayette
 › University, West Lafayette
 › Mission: Chinese Outreach, 

 St. Paul, Evansville
 › RSO: Wittenburg Village, 

 Crown Point

Week of March 13
 › Iowa District East
 › Circuit 23
 › Shepherd of the Hills, Georgetown
 › St. John, Lanesville
 › Concordia, Louisville
 › Redeemer, Louisville
 › Grace, New Albany
 › Epiphany, New Salisbury
 › Risen Lord, Taylorsville
 › Mission: Chinese Outreach, 

 Faith, Bloomington
 › RSO: Bethesda Lutheran

 Communities, Fort Wayne

Week of  March 20
 › Iowa District West
 › Circuit 3
 › Faith, Valparaiso
 › Heritage, Valparaiso
 › Immanuel, Valparaiso
 › Trinity, Westville
 › Prince of Peace, Valparaiso
 › Mission: African Immigrant, 

St. Augustine,
Fort Wayne

 › RSO: Camp Lakeview, Seymour

Week of  March 27
 › Kansas District
 › Circuit 6
 › Zion, Garrett
 › St. John, Kendallville
 › Lake George, Fremont
 › Messiah, Wolcottville
 › Shepherd by the Lakes, Syracuse
 › Living Water, Wolf Lake
 › Mission: Campus Ministry, 

 University, Bloomington
 › RSO: Camp Lutherhaven, Albion

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we 
should be called children of God; and so we are. (1 John 3:1)

in order that we might live with Him  
in heaven all our days. What a blessing 
to be able to live in freedom, knowing 
that God has chosen us as His chil-
dren and has created each of us with 
different abilities. Each person in the 
Church is a member of the body, and 
we all work together for the good of the 
church (see Rom. 12:4).

Do you know of someone in your con-
gregation who has a developmental dis-
ability? Are they able to fully participate 
in the care ministries at your congre-
gation? If you would like to know more 
about how you can include people of all 
abilities in the body of Christ, contact 
me at kimberly.trombley@mailblc.org 
to learn more about the ways Bethesda 
Lutheran Communities can walk along-
side your congregation in ministering 
with people who have developmental 
disabilities. 

Bethesda Lutheran Communities 
provides services that enhances the 
lives of people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities through 
services that share the good news of 
Jesus Christ. For more information, go to 
bethesdalutherancommunities.org. 
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EVENTS & CELEBRATIONS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MARCH 1
Neal Schueler, 91 

Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Geneva Simpson, 91 

St. Paul’s, Evansville
Freda Ude, 91 

Redeemer, Seymour
Irene Cole, 90, Emmanuel, Tell City

MARCH 3
Elda Albers, 97 

Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

MARCH 4
Dorothy Koeneman, 91 

Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Marcille Karbach, 90 

Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

MARCH 5
Walt Somers, 91 

Trinity, Darmstadt
Roland Preuss, 90 

Cornerstone, Carmel

MARCH 6
Flo Kleitz, 95 

Our Redeemer, Evansville

MARCH 8
Edna Pieper, 93, Trinity, Dillsboro

MARCH 9
Hazel Resner, 96 

Calvary, Indianapolis
Helen Weeden 

90, Calvary, Indianapolis

MARCH 10
Maryanna Baker, 92 

St. James, Lafayette

MARCH 11
Charlotte Kysar, 94 

Immanuel, Seymour
Lois Freese, 91 

Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Norma Thomas, 91 

Immanuel, Seymour

MARCH 12
Jean Timmons, 91 

Our Redeemer, Evansville

MARCH 14
Robert Rose, 94 

Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

MARCH 16
Harold Kysar, 96 

Immanuel, Seymour
Lavon Graft, 93, Immanuel, Avilla
Paul Hausz, 90, St. John, Lanesville

MARCH 17
Mildred Bringwald, 100, 

St. John, Vincennes
Dorothy Hussung, 90 

St. John, Lanesville

MARCH 18
Melba Klosterman, 90 

Emanuel, Dudleytown

MARCH 22
Marcie Kohlmeyer, 94 

Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

MARCH 24
Joe Roehrig, 90 

Concordia, Louisville

MARCH 25
Don Bruick, 95 

Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

MARCH 26
Frank Kelly, 91 

Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

MARCH 27
Dorothy Allen, 102 

St. James, Lafayette
Gil Kahre, 95, Trinity, Darmstadt
Byron Veath, 92 

Grace, New Albany
Ellis Clayton, 91 

St. Paul’s, Evansville
Margaret Rice, 91 

St. John (Bingen), Decatur

MARCH 28
Doris Voss, 94 

Redeemer, Seymour
Robert Schmidt, 92 

St. Paul’s, Bremen
Georgia Ann Halter, 90 

St. John, Vincennes

MARCH 30
Ruth Wien, 94, St. James, Lafayette

MARCH 31
Verna Droege, 99 

Grace, New Albany
Helen Graf, 95 

Immanuel, Seymour

Belated Birthdays
JANUARY 17
Phyllis Sahloff, 91  

St. Paul’s, Bremen

JANUARY 24
Elmer Pruss, St. John’s, 90  

Farmers Retreat 

Jeannette Wobith, 89 
St. Peter, North Judson

FEBRUARY 1
Grace Frederick, 90 

St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne

FEBRUARY 5
Carolyn Kline, 90 

St. Paul’s, Bremen

FEBRUARY 8
Jean Arndt, 90 

St. Peter, North Judson

FEBRUARY 15
Gary Heckman, 91 

Zion, Friedheim

FEBRUARY 18
Laurina Conrad, 95 

Zion, Friedheim
Norma Lohman, 94 

St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne

FEBRUARY 23
Ruth Habel, 100 

St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne 
Wilma Voelker, 90 

St. John’s, White Creek

FEBRUARY 25
Leona Kleaving, 92 

Emmanuel, Tell City

FEBRUARY 27
Jerry Kohorst, 94 

St. John, Vincennes

FEBRUARY 28
Virginia Lucas, 91, Grace, Muncie

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

MARCH
1
Deadline for Call Documents and Vicarage 
Agreements to the President’s Office

16-19
LCMS Teen Leadership training,  
St. Louis, Missouri

17-19
Confirmation Retreat,  
Concordia Theological Seminary

APRIL
18-19
DCE Spring Conference

22-27 
Council of Presidents

24
Vicarage Assignments,  
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne

25
Vicarage Assignments,  
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne

26
Call Services, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis

MAY
1-3
Southern Pastors Conference,  
Camp Lakeview

15-16 
Northern Pastors Conference,  
Oakwood Resort
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CELEBRATIONS

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
MARCH 2
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fischer, 54 

Grace, New Albany

MARCH 5
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Moeller, 50 

St. John, Indianapolis

MARCH 6
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Busse, 61 

Zion Decatur
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Traub, 52 

Immanuel, Seymour

MARCH 7
Mr. and Mrs. James McCoy, 58 

Grace, Muncie
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Herman, 53 

Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Mulzer, 53 

Emmanuel, Tell City

MARCH 8
Mr. and Mrs. John Allman, 51 

Immanuel, Seymour 

MARCH 9
Mr. and Mrs. Robert LaLonde, 60 

Heritage, Valparaiso

MARCH 10
Mr. and Mrs. Mayes Pierce, 61 

Concordia, Louisville

MARCH 11
Mr. and Mrs. James Reinking, 50 

St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne

MARCH 12
Mr. and Mrs. Van DePriest, 63 

St. Paul’s, Evansville

MARCH 13
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Kanning, 52 

Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

“Be completely 
humble and 
gentle; be 
patient, bearing 
with one another 
in love. Make 
every effort to 
keep the unity of 
the Spirit through 
the bond of 
peace.”  
Eph. 4:2-3 (NIV)

planning 
to plant?

- Witness, Mercy, Life Together -

Mission fIeld: USA
A Resource for Church Planting

Mission      fieldUSA

By Rev. Steven D. Schave

New resource provides step-by-step 
instructions to plant a church.

CONTACT REV. STEVE SCHAVE AT missionfieldusa@lcms.org   
888-THE LCMS  /  lcms.org/churchplanting  /  !LCMSMissionFieldUSA

MARCH 14
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sheets, 63 

St. John, Indianapolis

MARCH 16
Mr. and Mrs. David Ancil, 66 

St. James, Lafayette
Mr. and Mrs. Harold (Art) Messer, 

60, Calvary, Indianapolis
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Rahe, 60 

Trinity, Dillsboro

MARCH 21
Mr. and Mrs. Heinz Bokel, 58 

Emmaus, Fort Wayne

MARCH 25
Mr. and Mrs. Duane Brown, 56 

Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Weitgenant, 

56, St. Peter, North Judson

MARCH 26
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Johnson, 57 

Redeemer, Seymour
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Juengel, 51 

Zion, Decatur

MARCH 28
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Miller, 59 

St. Paul’s, Bremen

MARCH 29
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Emily, 53 

Immanuel, Seymour
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Mensendiek, 

53, St. John’s, White Creek

MARCH 30
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Runge, 54 

Immanuel, Seymour

Belated Anniversaries 
JANUARY 1
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Weick, 64 

St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne

JANUARY 2
Mr. and Mrs. Herb Stiltz, 64 

St. John’s, White Creek

JANUARY 12
Mr. and Mrs. Terrence Lennington, 

54, St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne

JANUARY 20
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Ludwig, 54 

Grace, Muncie

JANUARY 21
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Harvey, 51 

St. Peter, North Judson

FEBRUARY 11
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Yeadon, 50 

St. Peter, North Judson

FEBRUARY 12
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Hacker, 56 

St. John, Vincennes

FEBRUARY 13
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Strietelmeier, 

57, St. John’s, White Creek
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Bultemeyer, 52 

Zion, Friedheim

FEBRUARY 23
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mundt, 66 

St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne
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SPECIAL EDUCATION

Meeting the needs of all God’s 
special children

Lutheran Special Education Minis-
tries (LSEM) has a long tradition of 
providing for the specialized learn-

ing needs of children. Since its founding 
in 1873, LSEM has sought to bring the 
love of Jesus to children in need in a 
variety of ways. The ministry began 
as Lutheran School for the Deaf in 
Detroit, operating as a residential deaf 
school for over a century before shifting 
focus in the 1970s to provide services 
for a broader range of children with 
disabilities. In 1990, the name changed 
from Lutheran School for the Deaf to 
Lutheran Special Education Ministries 
to reflect these changes.

Today, LSEM serves children and fam-
ilies in 48 churches and schools in nine 
states and offers a variety of services to 
LCMS churches and schools. The most 
popular partnership offering provides 
schools with an on-site resource-room 
teacher. These educators are state-cer-
tified and offer additional support and 
teaching for students who have been 
diagnosed with a variety of learning 
challenges, or even those without a 
diagnosis who need extra help. LSEM 
teachers perform observations and 

Do you have exciting news 
you’d like to see published in 
the Indiana District Lutheran 

Witness? We’d love to share your 
news and see photos of what’s 
happening in our district! Be 

sure to send in your submissions, 
especially if you enjoy writing or 
taking photos at church events. 

The deadline for the  
May issue of  

The Lutheran Witness  
is March 12. 

Your stories and photos are 
welcomed and most appreciated. 

Please send all  
submissions to Jan Koenig at:  
jan.koenig@in.lcms.org 

or by postal mail to: 
Lutheran Witness Editor 

Indiana District LCMS 
1145 South Barr St.

Fort Wayne, IN 46802 

Please remember that photos  
sent electronically should be in  

high resolution, with  
a minimum of 300 dpi.

SHARE  
YOUR NEWS!

assessments and establish lines of 
communication with parents, classroom 
teachers, administrators and represen-
tatives of the local public school.  

LSEM also provides services to church-
es by way of professional development 
and assistance in helping church and 
Sunday-school workers understand the 
needs of children and families with spe-
cialized needs, and by partnering with 
area churches to provide after-school 
and summer programs. Not only can 
school and church leaders come to 
depend upon its teachers to provide 
excellence in their classrooms, LSEM 
teachers will also strive to share the 
love of Christ in all that they do as an 
extension of the ministry of the school 
in which they are teaching.  

In Indiana, LSEM has partnerships  
with eight Lutheran schools in the  
Fort Wayne area and one Lutheran 
church for an after-school (iCAN) pro-
gram. LSEM teachers in these schools 
are sharing the love and Gospel of 
Christ with children while providing for 
their educational needs, allowing them 
to stay in Lutheran schools without 
sacrificing their educational goals. 

For more information, or to support 
LSEM in building brighter futures for 
students, visit luthsped.org.


