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bout 600 years before the wise men 
sought the Christ-child, Daniel — 
who has a biblical book bearing 

his name — had been promoted to the 
position of “chief of the magicians” (Dan. 
5:11). The word for “magicians” is precise-
ly the word used in Matthew’s account 
to describe the “wise men” who sought 
the infant-Christ. Though this word for 
“magician” would be used among pagans 
to refer to someone who used enchant-
ment to predict the future, yet it was also 
generally associated with wisdom. Thus 
in the same verse in which he is called the 
chief of the magicians, Daniel was described by pagan leaders 
to possess “wisdom like the wisdom of the gods” (5:11). 

Daniel of course had unique wisdom because he was one of 
God’s prophets, who could at times predict the future. But 
Daniel’s wisdom, as with all true wisdom, was founded upon 
the Word of God, and God’s written Word, as Jesus would 
explain, testifies of Him (John 5:39). 

The wise men who sought the Christ-
child clearly had this wisdom derived 
from God’s Word. Without doubt 
Daniel, as chief of the wise men, had 
shared this real wisdom with the 
other wise men of his era. It seems 
likely that this true wisdom, derived 
from God’s Word, was passed down to 
eastern sages for 600 years; and thus 
the wise men who sought the Christ-
child did so precisely because they 
realized from Daniel’s and other Old 
Testament writings that the Christ 
was coming. How else can we explain 
their desire to find the One born King 
of the Jews (Matt. 2:2)? 

Indubitably the wise men who sought 
the Christ-child had a God-given 
wisdom. Such wisdom is the only mo-
tivator causing one to seek the Christ, 
and thus still today truly wise Chris-
tians continue to seek and find Him 
in Word and Sacrament. It is only this 
God-given wisdom, endowed by the 
Holy Spirit, that causes people to fall 
down and worship this human child, 
and in such worship confess Him to 
be God in the flesh (Matt. 2:11). It is 
only this wisdom that moves people to 
give their treasures to this Holy Child, 
even as the wise men gave their gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 

Why thus seek the Christ? Why 
confess Him to be God in the flesh? 
Why give Him your treasures? True 
wisdom realizes that He has come to 
free mankind — Jew and Gentile — 
from sin and death, generating and 
giving the gift of eternal life through 
His life, death, resurrection and 
ascension. 

Rev. Dr.  
Daniel Brege 

District President

“…Wise 
men from 
the east 
came to 
Jerusalem, 
saying, 
‘Where is 
he who has 
been born 
king of the 
Jews?...’ ” 
Matt. 2:1-2
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The Committee on Worship 
and Spiritual Care was created 
through the Bylaws of the Indiana 
District. Its purpose is twofold: 

1.  By resolution, to guide,  
 advise and assist our district 

in its corporate worship during its 
conventions, meetings, workshops and 
other gatherings with consultation 
of the district president. Some of the 
guidelines adopted by the district in 
2009 include:
▶  Conventions, meetings, workshops 

and other gatherings of the Indiana 
District use the hymns, orders of 
service and other materials from 
Lutheran Service Book (LSB).

▶  Celebration of Holy Communion 
is recommended for the chief 
service(s), using one of the Divine 
Service settings.

▶  Divine Service Setting Four is 
preferred for congregations less 

accustomed to LSB and for presid-
ing clergy with limited chanting 
experience. (Note: Setting Four is 
preferred, not mandated.)

▶  Other settings, such as Matins and 
Vespers, are recommended for other 
services without the celebration of 
Holy Communion.

▶  Morning, afternoon and evening 
devotions without musical accom-
paniment are ideal times for Re-
sponsive Prayer 1 or 2 (pp. 282-287) 
or various Daily Prayer settings  
(pp. 294).

▶  Use of the lectionary is encouraged, 
where pertinent and appropriate, 
for the particular day or week of the 
church year.

•  The use of the Lutheran Service 
Builder software is encouraged to 
create service bulletins and other 
worship material while cooperating 
with copyright license and law. The 

district office holds a licensed copy 
of this software for district use.

2. The committee is to develop 
 principles and guidelines for con-

gregational use; develop material re-
source centers for congregational use; 
and conduct workshops and institutes 
for worship leaders of the congrega-
tions, such as pastors, organists and 
choir directors. The committee shall 
also conduct workshops for congrega-
tional leaders, such as pastors, elders 
and others who are involved in spir-
itual care, conservation and involve-
ment of members in the mission of the 
church and Christian fellowship.

Prior to the pandemic, several regional 
workshops for 2020 were planned for 
the fall in South-Central Indiana and 
Northeast Indiana. The first planned 
workshop was to be a Guild for Altar 
Guilds, led by the Rev. Josh Osbun. We 
hope to reschedule these for 2021.

Other ideas that are under consider-
ation include:
v  Workshop on the Concordia Hymn 

Prelude Library
v  Workshop on the Concordia Piano 

Prelude Series 
v  Regional preaching workshops
v  Regional hymn festivals

Finally, so that the committee may be 
able to better serve the needs of the 
congregations within the district, it 
would welcome the contact informa-
tion of the individual parish musi-
cians and worship leaders, as well as 
workshop ideas or resources that the 
committee might be able to develop 
to aid congregations throughout the 
district.

For more information or to provide 
contact information, please contact 
Michael Hollman at:
•  Zion Lutheran Church 

2313 S. Hanna Street 
Fort Wayne, IN 46802

• 260-744-1389 (work)
• 260-223-3005 (cell)
• mhollman@mac.com

Committee provides help on worship practices, spiritual care

Rev. Jason Reed, pastor of Messiah Lutheran Church, Wolcottville, sings at 
morning prayer during the “Take Heart!” retreat presented by DOXOLOGY and 
the LCMS Office of National Mission. The retreat, held at the Lindenwood Retreat 
and Conference Center in Plymouth in October, helps pastors find Gospel rest and 
refreshment during this challenging time. 
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LIFE

By Michelle Bauman
Director, Y4 Life
Lutherans For Life

As a child, I spent lots of time with 
my grandma. She taught me how to 
crochet, how to ease an earache and 
how to level off a cup of flour. 

She introduced me to lemon drops 
and scrapbooking, and the joy of bird 
watching. And she taught me a great 
deal about what it was like to grow 
up in the 1930s and 40s. Through her 
memories, I learned the necessity of 
being content with what one has, how 
to appreciate the little things and how 
to give freely to those in need, even 
when there isn’t much to give. 

Grandma’s lessons came naturally 
through her interactions with me 
— her creative recycling, her gentle 
correction and, most of all, her stories.

Growing up in the 1930s and 40s 
shaped my grandma, and helped 
define not only how she saw the world, 
but also how she interacted with it. In 
the same way, our time period is shap-
ing the youth of today. The question is, 
what lessons will they learn?

Let’s be honest, 2020 wasn’t a model 
year for making memories. A world-
wide pandemic, delusory politics, 
racial tensions and cancel culture 
shaped much of the year. Add in a 
massive derecho, numerous forest 
fires and a lengthy hurricane season, 
and you have a recipe for despair. 
It’s no surprise that America saw an 
increase in loneliness and marked 
declines in mental health in 2020. 

Yes, our experiences definitely shape 
us. But Rom. 8:28 reminds us: 

And we know that for those who 
love God all things work together 

for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose. 

Not only is God using all things for our 
good, but He’s also working through us 
to bless others, and working through 
us to carry life into the world. 

For example, did you know that 
Lutherans in Indiana are involved 
in Lutherans For Life (LFL) at the 
local, state and national level? In fact, 
Indiana not only supports a state 
federation, but also five LFL chapters 
and nine Life Teams. Just as exciting, 
all three Lutheran high schools in 
Indiana have Y4Life Teams. 

And while 2020 may have been filled 
with challenges, it was also filled 
with creative ways to overcome those 
challenges. In addition to socially dis-
tanced ice cream socials and collec-
tions for the homeless during home-
coming, Indiana Y4Life Teams and 
adult Life Teams helped purchase an 
ultrasound machine for a pregnancy 
care center, supported an LCMS mis-
sionary from Indiana who serves in 
the Dominican Republic and helped 
plan local marches for life. Teams 
have prayed in front of Planned Par-
enthood and thrown baby showers for 

couples and single women who chose 
life instead of abortion. They’ve cre-
ated layettes for new babies, delivered 
meals for those in need and raised 
funds for pregnancy care centers. 

Even more, youth and adults from 
Indiana have been active participants 
in LFL’s Chats 4 Life, What about  
. . . Mondays (Zoom meetings held the 
second Monday of the month) and For 
Life Live educational events. They’ve 
purchased advertisements in news-
papers, handed out yard signs and 
prayed fervently for abortion to end. 
They’ve even become involved with 
pro-life organizations like Indiana 
Right to Life, using their Gospel-mo-
tivated voices to advocate for the 
unborn across Indiana.

Thanks be to God, much life work has 
been done!

And there is much work left to do. 
If you’re not involved in the For Life 
movement yet, I encourage you to get 
connected. LFL has lots of opportu-
nities for adults and youth, from start-
ing your own team to participating in 
sponsored events. There are countless 

LIFE WORK IN 2020

A story  
of triumph

Students from 
Lutheran 
High School of 
Indianapolis’s 
Saints 4 
Life group 
organize 
items for a 
homeless 
drive.

See LIFE, page 7
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STEWARDSHIP

Have you ever had 
an aha moment? 
That could be 

when the doctor 
tells you that you are 
pregnant, your boss 
tells you are getting 
a promotion with a 
substantial raise, or 
when you learned one 
of your grandchildren 
is the valedictorian of 
their class. We have all 
had striking moments 
in our lifetime when we saw 
or heard something “revealed” 
right before our eyes or ears.   

This month and beyond is the 
Epiphany season of the church 
year. Epiphany comes from the 
Greek word meaning “to reveal,” 
as it was when the baby Jesus 
was “revealed” to the world.  

The Magi were the first Gentiles 
who visited Jesus, and laid their 
best gifts at His feet and then 
worshiped Him. These specific 
gifts — gold, frankincense and 

myrrh — had a with a 
purpose, both prac-
tical and symbolic. 
Then they left with no 
expectations in return.

As you plan your 
family budget for this 
new year of 2021, how 
do you decide what to 
give to the Lord? Do 
you pray on it, plan 
on it, follow Scripture 
and choose carefully 

with a purpose and give 
with no strings attached? Do 
you follow and seek like the 
Wise Men, giving and worship-
ing the Lord?

Maybe all we need to know 
about the Wise Men is that they 
made themselves available, they 
followed and then they gave 
gifts and worshiped the Christ-
child.  

Today, let us learn from the 
Magi and maybe we will have 
our own epiphany … Aha!

Ken Schilf 
Council of  
Resources

Wise men still 
SEEK HIM

Rev. Ben Ahlersmeyer was 
installed as senior pastor of 
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne, on  
Nov. 22. He previously served 
God’s people of St. Peter’s, 
Portage. Pastor Ahlersmeyer 
is joined in ministry by his 
wife, Melissa, and their son. 
Participating in the service 
were, from left (front row) Revs. 
Lewis King, Tom Ahlersmeyer 
(Ben’s father), Ben Ahlersmeyer, 
Dr. Daniel Brege (district 
president and officiant); (middle 
row) Steve Ahlersmeyer (uncle), 
Kevin Mann, Aaron Boerst, 
Peter Ahlersmeyer (cousin); 
(back row) Doug Punke, Roy 
Olsen and Mark Neubacher.

Blessings in 
Fort Wayne
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Luterano Indy is a mission outreach based out of Trinity, Indianapolis, and Our 
Shepherd, Avon. On Oct. 18, the outreach hosted its annual Hispanic Heritage event. 
Due to the pandemic, there were options for a “drive-in” service that was also broadcast 
on Facebook Live to reach those who would otherwise have been unable to attend. 
Though the in-person event had to adhere to restrictions, there was still worship and 
celebration with Mexican folk dancing and special foods for about 350 people. This 
ministry continues to reach out to the vibrant Hispanic communities in the area. Please 
keep this outreach and Rev. Samuel Ruiz (missionary at-large in central Indiana and 
assistant pastor of Trinity, Indianapolis) in your prayers, that God would continue to use 
Luterano Indy to His glory and for the work of His Kingdom.

Faith-filled 
outreach  
in the 
Hispanic 
community

Holy Cross 
welcomes  
Pastor Hauser
Rev. Daniel Hauser was installed as senior 
pastor of Holy Cross, Indianapolis, on 
Nov. 15. Pastor Hauser, his wife, Andrea, 
and their four children were recently 
in Little Rock, Ark., where he served as 
senior pastor of Christ Lutheran Church. 
He joins Rev. Dave McClean, associate 
pastor, in ministry at Holy Cross. Clergy 
participating in the installation 
service were, from left, Revs. 
Dave McClean, Dr. Daniel 
Brege, Daniel Hauser and 
Weldon Leimer.
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PRAYER LIST

In light of the pandemic, please note that all listings are tentative. Contact 
event hosts for more information on particular events, or to verify that they 
will still be held. If your school, ministry or congregation has something you 
would like to submit for consideration for an upcoming issue, please contact 
the editor two months in advance at lisa.slack@in.lcms.org.

Jan. 17 
175th Anniversary Music 
and Lecture Series– 
CTSFW

Jan. 19-22 
Symposia Series–CTSFW

Jan. 22 
Indiana March for Life– 
Indianapolis

Jan. 22 
Cougar Day, Trinity High 
School–Seymour

Jan. 28-31 
LCMS Life Conference, 
National March for Life, 
Washington, D.C.

Feb. 5 
Cougar Day, Trinity High 
School–Seymour

Feb. 5-6  
24-Hour Theater  
Festival–CLHS

Feb. 13 
Katie Retreat (various 
locations)

Feb. 21 
CLHS A Capella home tour 
concert–CTSFW

Feb. 26-28 
“Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat”–
Lutheran High School of 
Indianapolis

Feb. 27 
Auction, Trinity High 
School–Seymour

Feb. 27-28 
Disney’s “Beauty and the 
Beast”–CLHS

June 17-18 
Indiana District  
Convention–Grand Wayne 
Center, Fort Wayne

CLHS: Concordia Lutheran 
High School, Fort Wayne

CTSFW: Concordia Theologi-
cal Seminary, Fort Wayne

WEEK OF JAN. 3  
Circuit 6-Kendallville
•  Clear Lake, Fremont
•  Immanuel, Avilla
•  Lake George, Fremont
•  Living Water, Wolf Lake
•  Messiah, Wolcottville
•  Shepherd by the Lakes, 

Syracuse
•  St. John, Columbia City
•  St. John, Kendallville
•  Trinity, Auburn
•  Zion, Garrett
•  Zion, Columbia City
•  Zion, Corunna

Mission: James Sharp and 
family, deployed to Uruguay 
(St. Peter’s, Fort Wayne)
RSO: Bethesda Lutheran 
Communities, Fort Wayne
LCMS District: Ohio

WEEK OF JAN. 10 
Circuit 11-Lafayette
•  Grace, Lafayette
•  Our Savior, 

Monticello
•  Redeemer, West 

Lafayette
•  St. James, Lafayette
•  St. James, Logansport
•  St. James, Reynolds
•  St. John, Rensselaer
•  St. John, Rochester
•  St. Luke, Rensselaer
•  St. Matthew’s, Delphi
•  Trinity, Goodland
•  University, West Lafayette

Mission: Rev. Steven and 
Cynthia Schumacher, deployed 
to Ghana (Zion, Fort Wayne)
RSO: Camp Lakeview, Seymour
LCMS District: Oklahoma

WEEK OF JAN. 17
Circuit 20-Aurora
•  Bethany, Connersville
•  Faith, Madison

•  Holy Trinity, 
Greensburg

•  St. John, Aurora
•  St. John-Farmers 

Retreat, Dillsboro
•  St. Paul, Cross Plains

•  St. Paul-Clifty, Columbus
•  Trinity, Dillsboro

Mission: Food Nationally 
and Internationally; Zion, 
Friedheim
RSO: Camp Lutherhaven, 
Albion
LCMS District: Pacific Southwest

WEEK OF JAN. 24
Circuit 3-Valparaiso
•  Faith Memorial, Valparaiso
•  Heritage, Valparaiso
•  Immanuel, Michigan City
•  Immanuel, Valparaiso
•  Prince of Peace, Valparaiso
•  St. Paul, Chesterton
•  St. Paul, Kouts
•  St. Paul-Otis, Westville
•  St. Peter, Portage

Mission: Rev. Otto Brillinger’s 
work with Lithuanians who 
have migrated to Spain 
(Zion-Friedheim, Decatur)
RSO: Cedar Lake Lodge; 
LaGrange, Ky.
LCMS District: Rocky Mountain

WEEK OF JAN. 31
Circuit 7-Fort Wayne North
•  Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
•  Faith, Churubusco
•  Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
•  Our Hope, Huntertown
•  Praise, Fort Wayne
•  St. Augustine, Fort Wayne
•  St. Michael, Fort Wayne
•  St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne
•  Suburban Bethlehem, Fort 

Wayne
• Trinity, Fort Wayne

Mission: Hispanic Outreach, 
Zion-Friedheim, Decatur
Ministry: Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis
LCMS District: SELC

Do you have exciting news you’d like 
to see published in the Indiana District 
Lutheran Witness? We’d love to share your 
news and see photos of what’s happening 
in our district! Photos sent electronically 
should be have a minimum of 300 dpi.

Please send all submissions to Lisa Slack 
at:
lisa.slack@in.lcms.org or Lutheran 
Witness Editor; LCMS Indiana District; 
1145 South Barr St., Fort Wayne, IN 
46802
The deadline for the March 2021 issue 
is Jan. 15.

Share your news with us!
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CELEBRATIONS

| Anniversaries  
(50 and over)

Jan. 4 
Dave and Sharon Reed, 52 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Jan. 6 
Jesse and Elsie Kovener, 69 
Immanuel, Seymour

Jan. 9 
Henry and Joyce Nieman, 56 
Immanuel, Seymour

Jan. 12 
Gene and Shirley Woodard, 64 
Immanuel, Seymour

Jan. 13 
John and Carol Olry, 53 
St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne

Jan. 15 
Benjamin and Mary Wheeler, 55 
Immanuel, Seymour

Jan. 16 
Melvin and Alice Hancock, 61 
St. John’s, Lanesville
Robert and Charmaine Hoffman, 61 
Zion, Decatur

Jan. 17 
Robert and Janice Heniser, 51 
St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne

Jan. 18 
Jerry and Betty Hall, 63 
Immanuel, Seymour

Jan. 21 
Bill and Mary Davis, 54 
St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne

Gwin and Judy Kahl, 54 
Grace, New Albany
Jim and Pat Williams, 54 
St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne
Tim and Barb Yeadon, 54 
St. Peter, North Judson

Jan. 25 
Jim and Doris Roemer, 63 
Concordia, Greenwood
Don and Janice Schuppert, 63 
Grace, New Albany
William and Barbara Pipes, 52 
Grace, New Albany

Jan. 27 
Ken and Jean Carrier, 62 
Epiphany, Westfield

John and Janie Willenbrock, 58 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Jan. 28 
John and Gwen Dossett, 59 
Epiphany, Westfield

Jan. 29 
Dale and Mary Lou Siefker, 55 
Immanuel, Seymour
James and Virginia Carnahan, 53 
Zion, Fort Wayne

Jerry and Sharon Osterman, 55 
Zion, Seymour

Jan. 30 
Phil and Evie DeBolt, 62 
St. John-Bingen, Decatur
Bob and Marianne Minick, 60 
Trinity, Hobart
David and Elsie Brooks, 56 
Immanuel, Seymour
Lyn and Trudy Grandt, 50 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Birthdays (90 and over)

Jan. 1 
Jerry Walden, 91 
Grace, New Albany

Jan. 2 
Ruth Kunkel, 94 
Zion, Decatur
Joan Roop, 90 
Zion, Decatur

Jan. 3 
Marilyn May, 91 
Redeemer, Evansville

Jan. 4 
Ruth Nicolet, 97 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

Jan. 7 
Helen Brooks, 93 
Trinity, Hobart
Bob Etchason, 90 
Heritage, Valparaiso
George Wilson, 90 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

Jan. 10 
Delores Scheumann, 90 
Bethlehem, Ossian

Jan. 11 
Norma Holst, 93 
Heritage, Valparaiso

Jan. 14 
Ernie Roehm, 91 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Jan. 15 
Elmer Klinstiver, 96 
Grace, New Albany

James Beery, 91 
Zion, Decatur

Jan. 26 
Raymond Steinkuhl, 93 
Trinity, Darmstadt

Jan. 28 
Betty Chin, 91 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

Jan. 29 
Kenneth Ranney, 93 
Calvary, Plymouth

Jan. 31 
Betty Wade, 92 
Calvary, Plymouth

Belated
Nov. 2 
Ruth Scheumann, 90 
St. John-Bingen, Decatur

Jan. 16 
Chuck Muller, 91 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Jan. 17 
Dick Evans, 92 
Emmaus, Covington
Shirley Yager, 92 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Jan. 19 
Harry Burkhart, 92 
St. James, Logansport

Jan. 20 
Marian Schulz, 91 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Jan. 21 
Janet Kuehner, 94 
Grace, New Albany

Jan. 22 
Fred Roeder, 93 
Redeemer, Evansville

Jan. 23 
Elvira Preuss, 98 
Immanuel, Seymour

Jan. 24 
Jeannette Wobith, 94 
St. Peter, North Judson
Marilyn Lohss, 91 
Cornerstone, Carmel
Becky Levihn, 90 
Grace, Muncie

Jan. 25 
Jewell Wehmiller, 93 
Emanuel-Dudleytown, 
Seymour

opportunities to be a Gos-
pel-motivated voice for life. 

One national event I invite 
you to be part of is LFL’s 
brand new Life Week 2021. 
From Jan. 23 through Jan. 30, 
we’ll focus on a different life 
issue each day. This virtual 
eight-day event will offer daily 
devotional materials, expert 
speakers, fact sheets about life 
issues and lists of activities 
to inspire you to serve in your 
community. 

I encourage you to visit our 
websites at lutheransforlife.
org or y4life.org, or email me 
at mbauman@lutherans 

Students of Trinity Lutheran High School in Seymour 
hosted an ice cream social to educate students on what life 
ministry looks like and how to get involved. The Y4Life team 
had informational displays and different opportunities 
for students to find out more on how to be a part of their 
ministry. 

LIFE 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) forlife.org for more  

information.

It’s true, our experiences 
shape us. My grandmother 
grew up during the Great De-
pression. She graduated from 
high school during World 
War II. She knew fear and 
want. She faced rationing and 
death. Despite these hard-
ships, she knew life.

And by God’s grace, we know 
life too. No matter what 2020 
held or what 2021 holds, we 
can be witnesses to life in our 
home, church, community and 
world because we know God 
holds all of it in His hands. 
And residing in God’s hands is 
exactly where we need to be.
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DEVOTION

By Lisa Slack 
Indiana District Office

Anybody else ready for a new 
start after the craziness of 
2020? 
I feel quite confident that most would 
agree that we are ready for a fresh 
beginning in this new year. Opening 
a brand new calendar to the first page 
often brings such optimism, doesn’t 
it? We sometimes act as if it brings 
with it some sort of magical fix to the 
problems of the past. 

We will find motivation to get to the 
gym, to eat healthier, to work harder, 
to get that house project done … or as 
a nation we will somehow figure out 
the secret formulas to settling down 
feuding politicians, creating world 
peace, curing pandemics and bridging 
cultural, political and socio-economic 
divides. All the nastiness of our world 
will just disappear. All with the ease 
of an ornate ball dropping in Times 
Square. 

And then life happens. Reality hits. 
New year’s resolutions are broken, 
peace is still elusive, divides remain 
and problems didn’t get the memo 
stating that they were supposed to be 

off duty as of Jan. 1. Does that mean 
we should no longer strive for the 
positive things we envisioned for the 
new year? Absolutely not. God calls us 
to continue to strive and to be better, 
focused on Him.

Whatever you do, work heartily, as 
for the Lord and not for men.  
— Col. 3:23

But so often we are left a little disillu-
sioned that our fresh start wasn’t quite 
as effective as we had hoped. We feel a 
little let down. Sin continues to affect 
the world around us. We continue to 
long for a truly new start.

This is where we, as Christians, find 
comfort in God’s promises. First of 
all, we are already made new in our 
Baptism. Paul tells us in 2 Cor. 5:17:

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has 
come.

Though we do not yet get to see the 
fullness of this newness, we can live 
in the knowledge that we are new 
creations, even amidst the chaos. At 
Christ’s triumphant return, we will 
finally have the fullness of that new-
ness revealed, but even today, even in 

the messiness of a sinful world, we are 
made new. 

God assures us in His Holy Word 
that He will make all things new and 
those promises from our Heavenly 
Father come with certainty of their 
fulfillment. God’s promises are no 
mere new year’s resolution or vague 
hope for a brighter tomorrow. They 
are not tainted by our frailty as sinful 
beings. They are certain for all who 
love Him and are called His children 
through the life-giving faith bestowed 
on us in our Baptism. 

And I saw the holy city, new 
Jersualem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. 
And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, “Behold, the dwell-
ing place of God is with man. He 
will dwell with them, and they will 
be his people, and God himself will 
be with them as their God. He will 
wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning, 
nor crying, nor pain anymore, for 
the former things have passed 
away.” And he who was seated on 
the throne said, “Behold, I am mak-
ing all things new.” Also he said, 
“Write this down, for these words 
are trustworthy and true.  
— Rev. 21:2-5

In Colossians, we are reminded to 
“seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is” and to “set (our) minds on 
things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth.” We are assured of a 
truly new start, a new and perfect life 
with our Heavenly Father. So while 
we continue to be the best stewards of 
God’s gifts that we can be, and work 
on getting to the gym more, crossing 
off a couple of house project to-do 
items, and bridging the divides too 
rampant in our world today, we do so 
in the blessed assurance that God has 
already made us new in Baptism and 
will truly make all things new in time. 

Have a blessed fresh start to 2021, 
filled with peace in that knowledge.

Making things new

HAPPY 2021
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