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Recall that a beatitude is a statement of blessing and that 
all blessings flow to us through our Lord Jesus. Consider 
now some basic insights relative to Christ’s fifth beati-

tude. It reads: 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.”  
— Matt. 5:7

Mercy is that action of assistance given to the helpless. For 
instance, those who were helpless in their blindness or in their 
leprosy cried out to Jesus, “Lord have mercy.” These were help-
less folks, unable to find healing from their maladies. In His 
mercy, Jesus gave to the blind sight and to the lepers cleansing. 

In His greatest act of mercy the Lord Jesus went to the cross 
and gave to sick, dead sinners healing and resurrection from 
sin and death. This mercy He sealed in His resurrection, and 
He continues to distribute it through His Word and Sacra-
ments. It is not surprising that — as we continually seek the 
mercy of our Lord’s forgiveness — a constant refrain in our 
liturgy is, “Lord have mercy.”

Now the Merciful One expects mercy 
to be shown by those upon whom He 
has had mercy. A fitting explanation 
of this is recorded in the parable of the 
unforgiving servant: 

“ And should not you have had mer-
cy on your fellow servant, as I had 
mercy on you?” — Matt. 18:33

Receiving strength from our Lord 
through His Word and Sacraments, 
we are thus empowered and moved 
to have mercy on our neighbors. Such 
mercy could involve forgiving our 
neighbors, even when they don’t “de-
serve” it. It could involve helping our 
neighbors with their physical needs, 
like clothing them, feeding them and 
visiting them when they are in dis-
tress. We do not perform such acts of 
mercy in order to obtain mercy, for we 
have already been given mercy in the 
Merciful One. 

Our acts of mercy are really Christ’s 
acts of mercy enacted through us. We 
receive no credit for our acts of mercy, 
for He is the Merciful One, and all 
true mercy flows through Him. And 
through such acts of mercy performed 
by His people, the Merciful One then 
obtains mercy. This is so because if 
we have done it unto one of the least 
of His brothers, we have done it unto 
Him. Blessed is the Merciful One, for 
He repeatedly obtains mercy.

Consider the following paraphrase 
summarizing the beatitude: Blessed 
are the merciful, for in the Merciful 
One they have already obtained mercy, 
and through Him other helpless ones 
— with whom He identifies — will 
obtain mercy, as His mercy flows 
through us.

Rev. Dr.  
Daniel Brege 

District President

The Merciful One
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This month we are taking a look at 
the vocation of pastor’s wife from two 
perspectives. One is from the view-
point of a “Katie” (named after Martin 
Luther’s wife) early in her journey, and 
the other from a woman with years of 
experience as 
wife of an ac-
tive pastor, now 
transitioned 
into the wife 
of an emeritus 
pastor. 

We are thank-
ful for the many 
ways all of 
our district’s 
“Katies” serve 
God’s people, 
both in their loving support of their 
husbands and in their own unique 
ministries.

The timing is appropriate as this 
month a number of pastors’ wives 
will be participating in the Indiana 
District’s annual Katie Retreat. This 
retreat is designed to uplift, support, 
refresh and connect these women 
who have shared a very special bond: 
a shared vocation of supporting an or-
dained husband. It is a unique oppor-
tunity for the women to be bolstered 
in this special role, with wives and 
widows of all ages being able to get 
together.  

Because of the pandemic, this year’s 
Katie Retreat transitioned from the 
usual weekend getaway with every-
one together in one place, to multiple 
churches hosting small groups to 
listen to the speakers online. Some 
participants will even be joining the 
livestream from their own homes, still 
participating in the education and 
sharing, but remaining distanced.

We ask that you join us in praying for 
the special women of the Indiana Dis-
trict, who God has and continues to 
use mightily in their roles as “Katies.” 

By Kathy Eggold

Each pastor’s wife is 
unique with different 
challenges and bless-

ings. It matters what stage 
of life you are in when your 
husband becomes a pastor. I 
became a pastor’s wife at age 
40. I was a part-time teacher 
and a mother of three boys, 
ages 7, 12 and 15. We moved 
to Fort Wayne, where my 
husband attended Concordia 
Theological Seminary. I got a 
last minute full-time teach-
ing job and my husband, 
Tom, worked a part-time job. Our 
boys had some major adjustments 
because our life was very different.

Our first call was to Clarinda, Iowa. 
Our family knew little about farm-
ing, but the congregation showed us 
kindness and love, and our children 
learned to appreciate a new way 
of life. Because of my education 
background, I became involved 
in our midweek school and youth 
program. What a blessing it was for 
me to work with our members in 
those areas. They learned that I was 
not a pastor’s wife who was good at 
funeral dinners, but I did contrib-
ute in different ways. I was able to 
take a few courses at Northwest 
Missouri State University as well as 
some art courses at Iowa Western 
Community College.

Our second call was to Anderson, 
where factories were shutting down 
and unemployment was high. We 
learned to listen to the people who 
were hurting and gain their trust. 

Reflections on being a ‘Katie’
‘PARTNERS IN MINISTRY’

Being myself — 
and supportive 
of my husband

They allowed us to try many new 
things. I worked part-time in the 
congregation in assimilation, youth 
and midweek school. By this time 
our boys were 10, 15 and 18. Our 
oldest son was in college and our 
second oldest was in high school. 

I felt that my husband and I were 
partners in ministry. We worked 
together at church and supported 
each other in parenting our young-
est son. It was an extremely busy 
time for my husband and me. The 
challenges were clear and the work 
took a lot of energy from both of us. 
Two members and I started a Ste-
phen Ministry program along with 
my other responsibilities. I grew in 
my faith and realized that I wanted 
to pursue counseling.

Our final call was to an inner-city 
church in Fort Wayne. It was ra-
cially diverse and the community 
around the church was changing. 

Rev. Tom and Kathy Eggold

Continued on next page
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By DoRena Wirgau

Sometimes sitting in a church 
pew is hard work. That 
doesn’t sound like a good 

Lutheran thing to say, for church 
isn’t about our works. However, 
anyone who has joined children in 
a pew knows it can be exhausting 
keeping kids quiet while trying to 
teach appropriate behavior.

As the pastor’s wife, there is pres-
sure to represent a “good pastor’s 
family.” It can be daunting to navi-
gate relationships and find a place 
in the life of the congregation. I 
have received overwhelming and 
humbling love and generosity from 
my church family, and struggle 
to feel worthy. Should I volunteer 
more? Should I be more outspoken 
or am I saying too much? Do they 
like me, do they know me or am I 
just seen as the pastor’s wife? 

Worrying about the role of pastor’s 
wife distracts me from remembering 
who I am — a baptized Christian. I’m 
not worthy of the love I receive. My 
place in the congregation is the same 
as everyone else’s — a sinner in need 
of forgiveness. 

From our pews, whether wresting 
a wiggly child or sitting alone, we 
receive God’s free gifts of faith and 
forgiveness, Word and Sacrament, 

By this time two of our sons were 
out of the home and our youngest 
was a junior in high school. Along 
with two members of the con-
gregation, we started a Stephen 
Ministry program that brought 
us working together to give care 
to our members. It was here that I 
learned how diversity is God’s spe-
cial blessing. When my third son 
left for college, I began a master’s 
degree program in counseling.

Our sons had some challenges in 
our moves, but God blessed them 
with a close bond to each other 
that remains today. I see how the 
Lord blessed me with experiences 
in ministry that led me to a new 
vocation as a counselor and a 
co-founder of Cross Connections 
Counseling in Fort Wayne.

God gives pastors’ wives gifts to use 
in His Kingdom. Those gifts differ 
depending on the stage of life one is 
in. I have learned to be myself and 
to be supportive of my husband. I 
think that is pleasing to God.

Kathy Eggold has been faithfully 
serving God’s people in many 
ways. One of those vocations 
has been her role of support of 
her husband of over 52 years, 
Rev. Tom E. Eggold. Pastor 
Eggold was a teacher before be-
ing ordained, and has 35 years of 
ministry as a pastor. The Eggolds 
have enjoyed raising their three 
sons and loving on their eight 
grandchildren. 

Rev. Samuel and DoRena Wirgau

Place in church is same as anyone—  
a sinner in need of forgiveness

along with all our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 

DoRena Wirgau grew up as the child 
(and grandchild!) of a pastor, and 
now serves as a wife of a pastor, 
among other roles. DoRena and her 
husband of 12 years, Rev. Samuel 
Wirgau, are joyed to work alongside 
the people of Bethlehem, Ossian. 
Pastor Wirgaue previously served 
in Texas. The Wirgaus have five 
children, ages 1-11.  

Rev. Jerry Gauthier, pastor of Zion Luther-
an Church, Wabash, listens during a ses-
son of the “Take Heart!” retreat presented 
by DOXOLOGY and the LCMS Office of 
National Mission. The retreat, held at the 
Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Cen-
ter in Plymouth in October, helps pastors 
find Gospel rest and refreshment during 
this challenging time. 

Needed rest 
for pastors

LC
M

S/
Er

ik
 M

. L
un

sf
or

d



4  /  INDIANA

STEWARDSHIP

Two significant days in my February calendar catch my 
eyes — Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday. Although 
they seemingly don’t have much in common, I personal-

ly would disagree. I find the connecting word in both events 
being love.

Yes, I know that in our society, Valentine’s Day takes on a 
secular meaning of affection for your spouse, special friend 
or family.

And yes, I know that Ash Wednesday begins the 40 days of 
Lent, which Christians know as a season of prayer, fasting 
and repentance. Even in many of our Lutheran churches, 
members generally wear ashes on their forehead, which sym-
bolizes penance. Often our pastors may say as they apply the 

Ken Schilf 
Council of  
Resources

cross of ashes, “Repent, and hear the 
Good News.”

Lent begins on Feb. 17 with Ash 
Wednesday, one of the most import-
ant holy days in the liturgical calen-
dar. As we center our thoughts on the 
cross, I can’t help but be reminded of 
the supreme love that God our Father 
had for us by sending His Son to the 
cross. And that is the Good News!   

We read in 1 John 4:11-12:
Dear friends, since God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another. 
No one has ever seen God; but if we 
love one another, God lives in us and 
His love is made complete in us.

So in this month of February with 
Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday 
only three days apart, let’s tie the two 
together spiritually. For as we see in  
1 John 3:18:

Dear children, let us not love with 
words or tongue but with actions 
and truth.

As we walk this earth as Christians, 
let us reach out in love to our family, 
friends, neighbors and our church. If 
we keep love in our heart, our tasks 
will truly be “A Labor of Love” by 
following 1 John 4:19:

We love because He first loved us.

How is Jesus working in your life?

After a summer interrupted by COVID-19 cancellations, 
LCMS Servant Event hosts are optimistically planning 
their events again for Summer 2021. 

LCMS Servant Events bring Lutheran youth from across 
the country to serve their neighbor in a variety of ways 
and places — from light construction and renovation 
on homes to working with youth with special needs at a 
Lutheran summer camp. 

Congregations and other LCMS organizations have been 
hosting Servant Events for Lutheran youth for over 30 
years. Although COVID-19 impacted many of the events 
planned for this past summer, over 20 hosts are ready 
and preparing for opportunities for service in 2021. 

Campers enjoy a canoe trip during the All Nations Outreach Servant 
Event at Camp Lutherhaven in Albion in 2017. The Servant Event, 
which provides a camp experience for refugee children living in 
Northeast Indiana, will be held July 18–23. 

LCMS SERVANT EVENTS 
planned for Summer 2021

LC
M

S/
Er

ik
 M

. L
un

sf
or

d

LC
M

S/
Er

ik
 M

. L
un

sf
or

d

See EVENTS, page 6
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“I first paid attention to The Lutheran 
SGO because it was Lutheran. Then I con-
tinued because I could save on my taxes. 
I took action when I realized that I would 
be helping the friends of my children in 
the school.” 
If you don’t know who we are, The 
Lutheran SGO helps make the dream 
of a Christian education a reality for 
Indiana families through scholar-
ships. We are one of a few nonprofits 
allowed to manage the SGO scholar-
ship program in Indiana. Starting in 
2012, we now manage the program for 
all 50 Lutheran elementary and high 
school students in Indiana. Donations 
to The Lutheran SGO provide scholar-
ships and are eligible for a 50-percent 
state tax credit.

“Thank you for your efforts toward 
helping our Lutheran schools and keeping 
students within a Christian education.”
Looking back, donors to the program 
have blessed our schools many times 
over. Supporters of SGO scholarships 
have provided over $14 million in 
scholarships for over 11,000 students 
since the 2012-13 school year — 
11,000 students that might not have 
been able to afford a Christian educa-
tion, and $14 million in donations  
that have helped Lutheran schools 
continue to provide a quality Chris-
tian education, which is the hallmark 
program of many of our Lutheran 

churches in the district, for some since 
the 1800s.

“It’s our pleasure to give back with what 
the good Lord blesses us with. These 
schools have raised me and our children 
and it’s a true blessing to help others get 
the same Christian education.”
But we were worried as we looked 
ahead for this year. During these 
COVID times, would donors continue 
to support scholarships? Could our 
schools find ways to stay connected 
with those with a heart for students 
and scholarships when personal visits 
are greatly restricted or canceled? 
Our worries were unfounded, as they 
often are. We needed to be reminded 
of Rom. 15:13:

May the God of hope fill you with all 

joy and peace as you trust in him, so 
that you may overflow with hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.

“We have had several families this year 
either lose a job or have unexpected high 
medical bills. We were able to help with 
an SGO scholarship. The relief and joy 
on the father’s face when I told him was 
exactly why we do our jobs. We were able 
to help this family not worry if they would 
need to pull their students.”
As of the date I wrote this article, 
donations are higher this year as 
compared to last year! We are helping 
families that never had considered a 
scholarship in the past, or that were 
choosing between food and education. 
Schools shared those needs. Donors 
responded and continue to respond!

“We are together in ministry, the ministry 
of getting kids into heaven.” 
Scholarships helping families. Scholar-
ships helping churches and schools — 
we look forward to 2021 and beyond!

Jon Dize, a certified 
fundraising executive, 
is the administrator for 
The Lutheran SGO of 
Indiana and fundraising 
coach/director of Mis-
sion Advancement at 
The Lutheran Schools 
Partnership. He can be contacted at 
260-203-4509 or Jon@LutheranSGO.org.

Learn more at LutheranSGO.org.

The joy of funding scholarships
(as told by donors and educators)

Children of 
St. Paul’s 
Lutheran 
School, Fort 
Wayne, sing a 
hymn during 
a chapel 
service.

By Jon Dize

The Romans named January after the god 
Janus, since with his two faces he could 
see forward and backward. Here at The 

Lutheran Scholarship Granting Organization 
of Indiana, or The Lutheran SGO, we try to 
celebrate the past as we look to predict the 
future, but this year is unlike any other in our 
nine years of operations. We follow with high-
lights of the blessing that the SGO program has 
been, and will continue to be for students, families, 
schools and their associated churches.
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PRAYER LIST

In light of the pandemic, please note that all listings are ten-
tative. Contact event hosts for more information on particular 
events, or to verify that they will still be held. If your school, 
ministry or congregation has something you would like to sub-
mit for consideration for an upcoming issue, please contact the 
editor two months in advance at lisa.slack@in.lcms.org.

Feb. 5 
Cougar Day, Trinity High 
School–Seymour

Feb. 5-6  
24-Hour Theater Festival–CLHS

Feb. 13 
Katie Retreat (various locations)

Feb. 21 
CLHS A Capella home tour con-
cert–CTSFW

Feb. 26-28 
“Joseph and the Amazing Tech-
nicolor Dreamcoat”–Lutheran 
High School of Indianapolis

Feb. 27 
Auction, Trinity High School–
Seymour

Feb. 27-28 
Disney’s “Beauty and the 
Beast”–CLHS

June 17-18 
Indiana District  
Convention–Grand Wayne  
Center, Fort Wayne

CLHS: Concordia Lutheran High 
School, Fort Wayne

CTSFW: Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne

WEEK OF FEB. 7  
Circuit 12–Kokomo
•  Christ, Anderson
•  Emanuel, Arcadia
•  Emanuel, Tipton
•  Good Shepherd, Kokomo
•  Grace, Muncie
•  Our Redeemer, Kokomo
•  St. James, Marion
•  St. John’s, Peru
•  St. Peter, Huntington
•  Zion, Kokomo
•  Zion, Wabash

MISSION: African Immigrant 
(St. Augustine, Fort Wayne)
RSO: Cranach Institute,  
Fort Wayne
LCMS DISTRICT: South Dakota

WEEK OF FEB. 14
Circuit 21–Lexington
•  Bread of Life, Georgetown
•  Good Shepherd, Lexington

•  Our Redeemer, Lexington
•  Our Savior, Danville
•  St. John, Lexington

MISSION: Hispanic 
Ministry (Zion, 
Columbia City)
RSO: Cross 
Connections, Fort 
Wayne
LCMS DISTRICT: South 
Wisconsin

WEEK OF FEB. 21
Circuit 4–LaPorte
•  Emmanuel, Wheatfield
•  First, Hanna
•  Immanuel-Tracy, Hamlet
•  Our Redeemer, Knox
•  St. John, LaPorte
•  St. John, LaCrosse
•  St. John, Wanatah
•  St. Luke, Winamac
•  St. Mark, Medaryville
•  St. Matthew, Hamlet
•  St. Paul, Winamac
•  St. Peter, North Judson

MISSION: Lutheran Academy 

Panama (Zion, 
Columbia City)
RSO: 

Evangelical 
Lutheran Mission 

Society for the 
Chinese, Evansville
LCMS District: 

Southeastern

WEEK OF FEB. 28
Circuit 8–Fort Wayne South
•  Aboite, Fort Wayne
•  Bethlehem, Fort Wayne
•  Emmaus, Fort Wayne
•  Mount Calvary, Fort Wayne
•  New Life, Fort Wayne
•  Peace, Fort Wayne
•  Shepherd of the City, Fort 

Wayne
•  Southwest, Fort Wayne
•  Trinity, Fort Wayne
•  Zion, Fort Wayne

MISSION: LAMP 
RSO: Lutheran Child and Family 
Services, Indianapolis
LCMS DISTRICT: Southern

“We’re moving forward 
with excitement, yet we 
know things could quickly 
change,” said DCE Jim 
Lohman, director of 
LCMS Servant Events. 

Registration for the events 
and more is open now at 
servantevents.lcms.org. 

Over the past summer, 
when most of the sched-
uled Servant Events 
were cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
Lohman encouraged local 
congregations and youth 
groups to find ways to 
serve locally instead. 

To this end, he compiled 
a list of service resources 
that offer guidance and 
suggestions for youth 
groups that were interest-
ed in doing local service 
work, as well as the Bible 
studies and devotions 
designed for the summer’s 
Servant Events. All of 
these resources can be 
found at youthesource.
com/service. 

In the coming months, 
Lohman is continuing to 
encourage local service for 
congregations and youth 
groups that are not able 
to attend or host LCMS 
Servant Events — and 
even for those that are. 
This summer’s Servant 
Event resources (Bible 
studies, devotions, etc.) — 
under the theme “Are You 
Ready?” — will be avail-
able on the site soon. 

To learn more about 
hosting a Servant Event at 
your LCMS congregation 
or organization, contact 
Jim Lohman at james.
lohman@lcms.org. 

EVENTS 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4)

Tori Adler, a senior last year 
at Lutheran High School of 
Indianapolis, performs in the 
school musical “Seussical” 
last February.
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CELEBRATIONS

| Anniversaries  
(50 and over)

Feb. 1 
Norbert and Lillie Bleeke, 68 
Zion, Decatur
David and Regina Osterman, 52 
Immanuel, Seymour

Feb. 4 
Gary and Sue Knotts, 52 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Feb. 5 
Don and Sandra Herald, 60 
Calvary, Indianapolis
Joe and Carol Rorig, 54 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown

Feb. 6 
David and Lori Hudson, 50 
St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne

Feb. 7 
Phil and Diane Darlage, 51 
St. Peter’s, Brownstown
Gene and Sharon Deutsch, 51 
Our Redeemer, Evansville

Feb. 11 
Ed and Diane Lambert, 59 
St. Peter, North Judson

Feb. 12 
Bill and Diane Wirth, 50 
Heritage, Valparaiso

Feb. 13 
Paul and Betty Birch, 56 
Zion, Seymour

Feb. 14 
Carl and Della Hormann, 67 
St. John-Flatrock, Monroeville

Feb. 15 
Jim and Dixie Spiller, 57 
Cornerstone, Carmel
Phil and Candy Hagen, 52 
Cornerstone, Carmel
Dennis and Barbara Ramsey, 52 
Immanuel, Seymour

Leon and Marilynn Walker, 52 
Cornerstone, Carmel
Chuck and Carolyn Arnold, 53 
St. John’s, Lanesville

Feb. 18 
Calvin and Janet Dorward, 65 
Heritage, Valparaiso
Jack and Grace Ann Oak, 65 
Trinity, Dillsboro

Feb. 22 
Jerry and Connie Maschino, 52 
Immanuel, Seymour

Feb. 23 
Richard and Mary Mundt, 70 
St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne
Charles and Carol Bell, 57 
Immanuel, Seymour
Don and Karen Hawes, 53 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Feb. 25 
Stanley and Sally Fuhrmann, 53 
St. John-Bingen, Decatur

Feb. 27 
Michael and Suanne Roemer, 56 
St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne

Feb. 28 
Donald Paul and Alice Keck, 65 
Trinity, Darmstadt
Jim and Linda Kamman, 50 
Immanuel, Seymour

Belated
Jan. 8 
Mike Sr. and Connie Owens, 55 
Faith, Louisville
Jan. 25 
Jack and Pat Hoesli, 52 
Emmanuel, Tell City

Birthdays (90 and over)

Feb. 1 
Lois Kaufman, 96 
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
Joan Knapp, 94 
St. Michael’s, Fort Wayne

Feb. 2 
Irma Bell, 96 
St. John’s, Lanesville
Norma Cottingham, 90 
Immanuel, Seymour

Feb. 3 
Dee Belden, 93 
Grace, New Albany

Feb. 4 
Margaret Rosser, 92 
Cornerstone, Carmel

Feb. 7 
Dorothy Delong, 90 
Zion, Decatur

Feb. 8 
Jean Arndt, 95 
St. Peter, North Judson

Feb. 9 
Berning, Mariyn, 91 
St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne

Feb. 13 
Don Hartig, 92 
Our Redeemer,  
Evansville

Feb. 14 
Gen Murphy, 97 
Calvary, Indianapolis
Marcile Keck, 94 
Zion, Fort Wayne

Feb. 25 
Leona Kleaving, 96 
Emmanuel, Tell City

Feb. 27 
Jerry Kohorst, 98 
St. John’s, Vincennes

Feb. 28 
Vera Kalberer, 93 
Trinity, Hobart
Shirley Johnson, 90 
Calvary, Plymouth

Belated
Jan. 12 
Dolores Butler, 92 
St. John-Flatrock,  
Monroeville
Jan. 15
Doris Trimpe, 96 
St. Peter, Waymansville
Jan. 19 
Richard Bohnke, 92 
St. John-Flatrock,  
Monroeville

Feb. 15 
Maxine Haury, 94 
Our Redeemer,  
Evansville
Catherine Woemp-
ner, 92 
Calvary,  
Indianapolis

Feb. 19 
Ken Kehlbeck, 93 
Calvary, Indianapolis
Shirley Lakins, 90 
St. Paul’s, Bremen

Feb. 20 
Tom Bomba, 93 
St. James, Lafayette
James Grossman, 93 
St. Michael’s,  
Fort Wayne
Richard Nielsen, 90 
St. Peter, North Judson

Feb. 22 
Ruth Kelly, 94 
St. Michael’s,  
Fort Wayne
Kenneth Bobb, 93 
Immanuel, Seymour

Feb. 23 
Dwight Davis, 90 
Zion, Decatur

Feb. 24 
Barbara Daugherty, 93 
St. John’s, Vincennes
Robert Handschy, 90 
Calvary, Indianapolis

The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod website, lcms.org, is a 
treasure trove of information 

and resources for LCMS workers and 
laity. If you haven’t visited it lately, 
take time to do so today. Here are 

just a few of the things you will 
find.

▶  A daily Bible reading and 
devotion.

▶ Upcoming events on the Synod’s 
calendar.
▶ The latest stories from Reporter, 

the Synod’s official newspaper.
▶ Links to the latest Synod resources 
for both workers and laity, including 
the Making Disciples for Life Internet 
Resource Center.
▶ A link to the LCMS Locator, where 
you can find up-to-date information 
about LCMS churches, schools and 
workers.

At the top of the LCMS webpage is 
a search bar where you can enter 
exactly what you are looking for, and 
below that are drop-down menus for 

various categories of interest, such 
as news, social issues, resources, 
worship and convention.

At the bottom of the page, you’ll find 
links to:
▶ The Lutheran Witness.
▶  Lutherans Engage the World.
▶  Concordia Publishing House.
▶ The Synod’s seven mission prior-
ities, four international regions and 
auxiliary and partner organizations.

Visit your Synod today at lcms.org.

Did you know?
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DEVOTION

By Rev. Sean  
Esterline 
Pastor, Messiah, 
Evansville

nyone who 
knows me 
knows that 

I love words. Words 
have history. Words 
mean things. Words are amazing. 
Words are powerful, especially the 
Word of God. One of those amazing, 
powerful words that we mere mortals 
get to use is love. There have been 
countless words used to describe and 
apply love to our lives here on earth. 
There’s no way to cover all the associ-
ated ideas and nuances in this article. 
However, a brief look at love, especial-
ly biblical sacrificial love within the 
bounds of our family relationships, is 
possible.

First off, there’s the word love itself. 
In the New Testament, the Greeks 
had several words that we translate 
as love, the most important of which 
is agape, or perfect, sacrificial love. 
Such sacrificial love is also known in 
English as “godly love” or even “God’s 
love in action.” Given that we see 
God’s love in action primarily through 
the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ on 
the cross for us, it’s fairly easy to see 
the direct connection between agape 
love and the English word sacrifice.

Sacrifice itself is another important 
word. It comes to our English through 
Old French from ancient Latin, and 
sacrifice is really two Latin words 
put together: sacer and facere. (You 
didn’t know you were going to get a 
Latin lesson, did you?) Sacer means 
something that is set apart, especially 
something considered holy, and facere 
means to make. Put the two together 
and you get our English word sacri-
fice, which is to perform a sacred rite, 
to set something apart for God. Thus, 
in Christ’s perfect sacrifice, what God 
did for us was to set us apart for Him, 
making us righteous in His sight by 
forgiving us our sins.

What all of this word study means then 
is that when we talk about love, partic-
ularly agape love in our own families, 
we need to realize how God’s sacrificial 
love in our lives is setting us apart, 
making us holy. We need to realize just 
what that means for us, not only in our 
reconciled relationship with God, but 
also in our relationships with others. 
Again, mountains of books have been 
written about this topic — agape/
Godly love — and how it affects our 
relationships, but our focus here is how 
agape love affects our family relation-
ships. Obviously God’s love to us is 
our model for our love given to others, 
especially those in our families.

That leads me to look at the linguistic 

root of the English word family. Not 
surprisingly, our English word also 
comes from the Latin, familia, which 
means a household, including relatives 
and servants. So similar to how Christ 
sacrificed Himself on the cross to set 
us apart for God, our efforts at agape 
love find us sacrificing of ourselves in 
order to set our familia (our house-
holds) apart for God. This means that 
family is far more than simply the peo-
ple to whom we have biological ties. 
Our family includes all of our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. We are called to 
love them the same way that Christ 
loves us. Now, just how we accomplish 
this is all according to God’s grace, 
according to the relationships that He 
has granted us and using the specific 
talents and abilities He has given us. 

Some of you may get married and 
raise biological children of your 
own, or whether single or married 
you might foster children (maybe 
even children of relatives), or adopt 
children (from nearby or from around 
the world), teaching them about God’s 
love. Some of you might volunteer your 
time with organizations such as CASA 
or Big Brothers/Sisters or Lutheran 
Child and Family Services, exemplify-
ing God’s love in action. Some of you 
might volunteer to visit our elderly, 
homebound church members, or those 
younger members who are just start-
ing their families, or perhaps those 
with no biological family nearby, lead-
ing Bible studies and bringing people 
with you to church, sharing God’s love 
with your extended family. Some of 
you might even consider becoming 
teachers, deaconesses or deacons — or 
even pastors — proclaiming the love of 
God to your family in a sin-sick world.

Whatever your talents and abilities 
are, thanks to the person and work 
of Jesus Christ, each and every one 
of you has the ability and the op-
portunity to sacrifice of yourself for 
your biological family or the family 
of God — hopefully both. Jesus died 
in His loving sacrifice for us, freeing 
us to live our lives in sacrificial love 
for others. Thanks be to God for His 
sacrificial love that gives our lives, our 
love and our relationships meaning. 

The meaning 
of sacrifice
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