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The Whole World!
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son...”

We all remember 
the song “He’s 

Got the Whole World 
in His Hand.” God 
does see and care 
about the whole world 
and He has all of us in 
His heart. 

One of the most 
famous and beloved passages in the 
Bible is:

“For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. For God did 
not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved 
through him.” John 3:16-17 

While we don’t always know the mind 
of God, we do know His heart. It is a 
heart filled with grace and love.

As we enter this Lenten season, 
remember Valentine’s Day (on which 
Ash Wednesday falls this year) and also 
give thanks for our Lutheran schools as 
it all blends together. The Via Dolorosa 
is the way of sacrificial love as Jesus 

Rev. Daniel May 
District President 

reveals the heart of the Father by giving 
His life for us. Our Lutheran schools 
are all about teaching and sharing this 
powerful news about God loving the 
world so that whoever believes in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life.

Our first Lutheran schools often had 
teachers speaking in German and were 
directed to our immigrant forefathers, 
who were most comfortable with the 
mother tongue. Also, Sunday-school 
classes, worship services and other 
church activities were often conducted 
auf Deutsch. We were “parochial” in 
the tightest of terms because we were 
not comfortable with English. One of 
my former members told me she had 
wanted to join a congregation earlier 
in life, but that she would have had 
to learn German in order to receive 
instruction. She waited for English to 
come to the congregation.  

As we became better and stronger in 
English, we were more effective in 
reaching out to the diverse American 
culture in which we were living. It was 
new to us in many ways, but it was 
also very exciting. Today, our Lutheran 

schools and Sunday schools reach many 
people of many cultures and languages. 
We might always have a special place 
in our hearts for the German language 
and culture, but we know that God has 
a place in His heart for all the world.

The focus of our ministry flows directly 
from the heart of the Father to all 
people. Our hearts are filled with more 
than Valentine greetings — they are 
filled with the love of God in Christ 
Jesus. I love my European heritage, 
but I am grateful we learned to speak 
English and now are learning a 
multitude of other languages in our 
American “melting pot.”

As we move now into Lent, we give 
hearty thanks to God for His love 
for the whole world as He sent Jesus 
to do for us what we could never do 
for ourselves. God bless your Lenten 
journey of repentance and meditative 
worship. 
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Loving your families

For more 
information 
about Rebecca’s 
Garden of Hope, call 
co-directors: 
Jim Boyd 
317-507-3357 
or 
Pamela Elliott 
317-450-1293

A garden of hope in Indianapolis

Jesus’ familiar 
parable of The 
Prodigal (Lost) 

Son uses as its setting 
a son who aches to 
have his share of the 
inheritance (1/3 of 
it, by law at the time 
for being the younger 
son). 

The son receives that 
tidy sum and quickly wastes it on wild 
living. We can’t believe a son could 
be so disrespectful! Yet it is really not 
that shocking. Statistics show that 

By Jim Boyd, Co-director

At Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church  
 (OSELC), Indianapolis, we have started 

a Rebecca’s Garden of Hope (RGOH), Inc. 
Tutoring and Mentoring Program for at-risk 
students in kindergarten through fifth grade. The 
program begin in April 2016 and has grown from 
12 students and three to four tutors per night to 
24 students and eight to 10 tutors nightly. 

Our program includes tutoring, mentoring, a 
meal and Bible activity. We meet from 5 to 7:30 
p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

80 percent of children spend their 
entire inheritance within 18 months 
after receiving it. In February, when 
we speak a lot about “love,” we ask 
ourselves, “Is it really loving to set 
up an inheritance for my children 
who will face these temptations to be 
wasteful?”

What is the solution? A faithful 
steward can set up a plan, with a 
portion of the inheritance to children 
to be distributed over a period of time, 
rather than in a lump-sum payment. 
While that money is held over years, it 
can earn growth that can be focused 

on a gift to ministry. 

This is the logic behind a Charitable 
Remainder Trust that enables gifts to 
family we love and gifts to ministry 
the Lord has laid on our hearts. If this 
resonates with you, contact me and 
I would be happy to visit with you to 
discuss and pray in an effort to discern 
God’s stewardship plan for you. 

I am placed in the Indiana District by 
the LCMS Foundation as a planned 
giving counselor. The Indiana District 
and the LCMS Foundation support 
this position so that there is no charge 
for my visit. Is God calling you to show 
His love? Let’s discover that together.

Contact Rev. Krupksi at:

through proper gift planning

Rev. Philip 
Krupski 
Planned Giving 
Counselor 

317- 
840-3202

philip.
krupski@
lfnd.org

The above picture was taken on Sunday, Dec. 
3, during our “Hanging of the Greens” service. 
We had 17 of our RGOH students and 20 
of their family members in attendance. Our 
children participated by singing “Silent Night, 
Holy Night” and they also helped decorate our 
Christmas tree. 

We are replicating the RGOH program started by 
Sanya Parsons at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
Orlando, Fla. We are really excited about our 
success to date.
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OUTREACH

Epiphany Lutheran Church, 
Westfield

Epiphany was planted in 2008 
and has steadily grown to more 

than 300 people. Led by the Rev. 
Jeremy Mills, the church resides 
in a growing suburban community 
heavily populated by young families. 

“From the beginning, our outreach 
policy is that every person identifies 
someone and invites them to 
church,” Mills says. “That has been 
a great success. If you looked at our 
membership, 75 percent come in 
because someone invited them.”

Although the church has used 
various outreach programs, word of 
mouth has been the most successful 
method. Mills says it comes down 
to ownership, accountability and 
members believing in the vision of 
the church. Mills also follows up 
with every lead and greets people 
after service. 

“There’s no magical formula,” he 
adds. “It’s putting in the work and 
the effort. I ask members to be aware 
of people who may not be churched, 
and be comfortable talking about it.”

It’s a question many churches ask on a regular basis: How do 
you grow when you’re a small congregation? Not every church 
can build a high-priced facility to attract new people. Instead, 
congregations have to focus on what they do best: cultivating 
and maintaining relationships.

How do we grow?
Three congregations share  
their outreach strategies

Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, Mooresville

Christ the King is a new mission 
church started in July 2013. 

The Rev. Rick Ebb, a retired army 
chaplain, says that new converts 
make up half the church and 
military connections have produced 
50 percent of its growth. 

“Veterans are an isolated part of our 
population and desperately need to 
be in church,” Ebb says. “They feel 
comfortable here because we have 
other veterans.”

Besides attracting veterans, Christ 
the King also has a growing 
population of single adults. The 
congregation is not afraid to try 
new initiatives, using social media 
and a midweek service to attract 
new members. But overall, it’s the 
relationships that keep people 
coming back.

“I would say outreach comes down 
to one word: relationships,” Ebb 
says. “Most people go to church, not 
because it’s church, but because of 
the people there.”

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
Warsaw

St. Peter’s has been a 
congregation for five years under 

the Rev. Michael Barnes. 

“Most of our outreach is focused on 
trying to correct misconceptions,” 
Barnes says. “It’s been difficult 
with the background of the town. 
Lutheranism is seen as a cult. We 
try to be out there in the community 
and create awareness of who we 
are, what we represent and what we 
stand for.”

Outreach includes participating in 
community events, where members 
canvas the crowds and strike up 
conversations about 
faith. Because they 
do not have a church 
building, Barnes sets 
up a mobile office 
in coffee shops and 
restaurants, where 
he invites people to chat. 

“People are intrigued I have no 
office and the invitation is there to 
sit down,” Barnes says. “It’s a way of 
getting into the community.”
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Congregations 
team up to help 
provide basics 
for those in need

On Nov. 12, 19 LWML members (and an 11-day-old baby!) from the congregations of 
Faith and University Lutheran in Bloomington gathered for a devotion related to 

using our hands for His service. They then assembled 100 bags of hygiene items, including 
shampoo, toothpaste and toothbrushes, deodorant, soap, shaving kits, feminine hygiene 
products and lip balm. Donations of these items were brought in by members of both 
congregations and was supported by a Thrivent Action Team grant. The hygiene bags 
were delivered the next day to the Salvation Army for distribution into the community. 
Megan Abbott of Faith and Carolyn Woelmer, wife of the Rev. Richard Woelmer, Indiana 
University campus pastor, coordinated the ingathering and assembly project.

Youth celebrate 500 years 

WITH 586 HOURS
By Rev. Chad Eckels
Pastor, St. Paul’s, Evansville

On Oct. 31, 2016, I issued a challenge 
to the members of our youth group: 

“Let’s see if we can perform 500 service 
hours from now until Oct. 31, 2017, as a 
way to celebrate the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation.” 

The youth exuberantly agreed to the 
challenge, until I added an important 
caveat: “I mean 500 hours as a youth 
group, not 500 hours individually. If we 
have 20 kids working for one hour in a 
food pantry, it only counts as one hour 
toward our goal, not 20.” One youth 
blurted out, “That’s impossible!” 

“That’s why it’s called a challenge,” I 
said. 

St. Paul’s is proud to report that on Oct. 
31, exactly one year after the challenge 
was issued, the youth had performed 
586 service hours as a group (1,840 

individual service 
hours) and participat-
ed in more than 70 
service projects and 
events. 

Some of the events 
included serving meals at a 
rescue mission, working 
at a food pantry and the 
Tri-State food bank, 
spending time with chil-
dren at the Boys & Girls 
Club, sorting clothes at 
the Orphan Grain Train, 
picking up trash with the 
mayor of Evansville, serving 
at Honor Flight and Veterans 
Support dinners, putting up flags at the 
Lutheran cemetery for Memorial Day, 
leading devotions at a nursing home 
and helping at a weeklong camp for the 
disabled. 

“Wow … 586 hours! What 
an amazing accomplish-
ment,” says Charlie 
McMahon, congregation 
chairman. “Having a 
chance to watch these 
kids serve dinner to our 

local Honor Flight recip-
ients and the joy it brought 

to not only the families of 
those being served, but also to our 

kids, was something I will never forget. 
We have a group of outstanding young 
adults being led by a group of outstand-
ing adult volunteers. What a blessing for 
our church family. Thanks be to God.”
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
FEBRUARY 
9-11 
Katie Retreat for Pastors Wives 
Inn of DePauw, Greencastle

9 
Deadline for overtures to be sent to 
the Indiana District president for the 
2018 Indiana District Convention

19-20 
Circuit Visitors Conference 
district office, Fort Wayne 

26-28 
NDCE Tri-State Conference,  
Toledo

MARCH 
1 
Deadline for calls for candidates and 
vicarage applications to be in the 
president’s office

14-17 
Prayerfully Consider Visit, 
Concordia Theological Seminary

15
Indiana District Board of Directors 
meeting

Lutheran schools are equipping students
Spending 18 years 

in three Lutheran 
Church—Missouri 
Synod schools was a 
blessing that I have 
appreciated more 
than ever before. 
And now my wife 
and I have four of 
our grandchildren in 
LCMS schools. 

Yes, these schools teach the 3 Rs — 
Reading, ‘Riting, and ‘Rithmetic. But 
they, of course, “teach” a fourth “R” — 
Religion. This kind of teaching is not 
just about facts, but it’s about growing, 
equipping, serving and sharing. It’s 
about developing a Christ-like attitude.

Back in December, I was involved in 
an event at my home congregation of 
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne. At least once a 
month, the school divides the students 
up into Faith Families — students in 
small groups of kindergarten through 
eighth graders.

I mentor a group of 12. That day, all 
the Faith Families wrapped up food, 

toiletries, clothing, coats, shoes, boots, 
bedding, towels, dishes, pots, pans, 
toys, bikes and more for 32 “adopted” 
individuals in time for Christmas. In 
some cases, it was a challenge. Have 
you ever tried to wrap up unboxed 
boots with a first grader? What fun! 
And the building of relationships 
between students of various grades is 
a plus.

Then each of the children wrote a 
Christmas card that shared the true 
meaning of Christmas. All of these 
items were finally delivered to the 
Allen County Christmas Bureau. The 
students will probably never know who 
receives the gifts that they had brought 
to school since day one. 

But it didn’t matter. How do I know? 
By the joy on the children’s faces 
as they shared God’s love in such a 
tangible way!

And why did they do such? 
“For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith – and this 
not from yourselves, it is the gift 

of God – not by works, so that no 
one can boast.  For we are God’s 
workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to 
do.” Eph. 2:8-10

In our more than 2,000 Lutheran 
schools serving 200,000 students, 
families and communities, it’s still 
all about Jesus, “Who is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever”  
(Heb. 13: 8).

Oh how we can learn from God’s little 
ones who are growing in serving and 
sharing their God-given blessings!

Do you have exciting news you’d like 
to see published in the Indiana District 
Lutheran Witness? We’d love to share 
your news and see photos of what’s 
happening in our district! Be sure to 
send in your submissions. 

The deadline for the April issue of The 
Lutheran Witness is Feb. 12. 

Your stories and photos are welcomed 
and most appreciated. Please send all 
submissions to Jan Koenig at jan.koenig@
in.lcms.org or by postal mail to: 
Lutheran Witness Editor 
Indiana District LCMS 
1145 South Barr St.
Fort Wayne, IN 46802 

Please remember that photos sent 
electronically should be in high resolution, 
with a minimum of 300 dpi.

Share your news!

Ken Schilf
Council of  
Resources
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Remembering the saints …  
and what God has done for them
Here’s an opportunity for a unique 

way to thank God for the gift of 
grace that flowed through the earthly 
life of those now in glory. 

At Trinity, Crown Point, banners were 
created with the words “Blessed are the 
Dead” and “Who Die in the Lord” in 
vertical text and placed on either side 
of the banner bar. 

The center of the bar is left open. For 
some Sundays prior to All Saints Sun-
day, long pieces of wide ribbon were 
available for members of the congre-
gation to write the names of the dearly 
departed who are now in glory as a 
means of thanking God for His grace 
in their lives.

Ribbons are attached to the open cen-
ter section of the bar. As the names of 
those who have gone to heaven in the 
past year are read during the service, 
the banner is walked forward and post-
ed. The banner is then displayed for 
several weeks afterward. At the end, 
the ribbons are removed and the basic 
banner is stored for future years.

February Prayer List
Week of Feb. 5
 › Nebraska District
 › Circuit 15
 › Concordia, Greenwood
 › Mount Olive, Greenwood
 › Calvary, Indianapolis
 › Emmaus, Indianapolis
 › First Timothy, Indianapolis
 › Our Savior, Indianapolis
 › Peace Deaf, Indianapolis
 › St. Paul, Indianapolis
 › St. Peter, Indianapolis
 › Christ the King, Mooresville 
 › Mission: Siberian Mission Soc., St. Paul,  
Fort Wayne

 › RSO: Cross Connections, Fort Wayne/
Indianapolis

Week of Feb. 12
 › New England District
 › Circuit 23
 › Shepherd of the Hills, Georgetown
 › St. John, Lanesville
 › Concordia, Louisville
 › Redeemer, Louisville
 › Grace, New Albany
 › Epiphany, New Salisbury
 › Risen Lord, Taylorsville
 › Mission: Project Timothy, St. Paul, Fort 
Wayne 

 › RSO: Hands of Mercy, Fort Wayne

Week of Feb. 19
 › New Jersey District
 › Circuit 2
 › Trinity, Crown Point
 › Faith, DeMotte
 › Faith, Gary
 › Good Shepherd, Gary
 › Our Saviour, Gary
 › St. John, Gary
 › St. Philip, Gary
 › St. Michael, Hebron
 › Trinity, Hobart
 › Trinity Memorial, Merrillville
 › Mission: Gloria Dei Hispanic Ministry, 
Valparaiso

 › RSO: Lutheran Child and Family Services, 
Indianapolis

Week of Feb. 26
 › North Dakota District
 › Circuit 6
 › Trinity, Auburn
 › Immanuel, Avilla
 › St. John, Columbia City
 › Zion, Columbia City
 › Zion, Corunna
 › Clear Lake, Fremont
 › Lake George, Fremont
 › Zion, Garrett
 › St. John, Kendallville
 › Shepherd by the Lakes, Syracuse
 › Messiah, Wolcottville
 › Living Water, Wolf Lake
 › Mission:  African Immigrant Ministry, 
Concordia, Louisville

 › RSO: Lutheran Foundation, Fort Wayne

For more information on this banner, con-
tact Trinity Lutheran Church, Crown Point 
at info@trinitycp.org.

Do you ever wish that you could have 
been there at Jesus’ passion? Imagine 

what it would be like to: 
➢  Hear the crowds shout “Hosanna!” as 

Jesus rode into Jerusalem? 
➢  Smell and taSte the feast at the Pass-

over?
➢  See Jesus carrying His cross to Gol-

gotha? 
➢  toucH the wounds in Jesus’ hands 

when He rose from the dead?

We cannot do that, but the men and 
women who were eyewitnesses of these 
events have left their testimony in the 
pages of the Gospels. John tells us:

“These are written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in his name.”  
John 20:31

Learn from the ‘silent witnesses’
But there were also silent witnesses in the 
Gospels — objects, animals and places 
that played a part during key moments 
of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrec-
tion. Though they cannot speak, they can 
show us something of His love and mercy 
toward us.

Available to read or listen online, “Silent 
Witnesses” — Lent devotions from 
Lutheran Hour Ministries — can also 
be received as an e-mail subscription 
throughout the Lenten season. The devo-
tions can also be downloaded, personal-
ized and printed to give to congregation 
members or use as an outreach tool with 
guests and visitors. 

Also included on the site is an opportu-
nity to help Lutheran Hour Ministries 
promote the devotions.

Go to lhm.org/lent for more information.
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FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Feb. 1
Mr. & Mrs. Norbert Bleeke 
65, Zion, Decatur

Mr.& Mrs. C. Kent Kanning 
60, Emmaus, Fort Wayne

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Walsh 
56, Faith, Demotte

Feb. 2
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Diehm
61, Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

Feb. 3
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Millman 
56, St. Peters, Brownstown

Feb. 5
Mr. & Mrs. Don Herald 
57, Calvary, Indianapolis

Rev. & Mrs. Jerry Koch
52, Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Rorig
51, St. Peter’s, Brownstown

Feb. 8
Mr. & Mrs. Monteal Lepper 
54, Immanuel, Avilla

Feb. 10
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Meyers 
50, Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

Feb. 11
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stebbe
62, Calvary, Indianapolis

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Yeadon 
51, St. Peter, North Judson

Feb. 12
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Hacker 
57, St. John, Vincennes

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Miller 
52, St. John, Monroeville

Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Arnold 
50, St. John, Lanesville

Feb. 13
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Merkel 
58, Calvary, Plymouth

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Birch 
53, Zion, Seymour

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Bultemeyer 
53, Zion (Friedheim), Decatur

Feb. 14
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Imler 
70, Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Hormann 
64, St. John, Monroeville

Feb. 15
Mr. & Mrs. Don Bruick
73, Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Spiller 
54, Cornerstone, Carmel

Feb. 18
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Buckhorn 
62, Cornerstone, Carmel

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Dorward 
62, Heritage, Valparaiso

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Oak 
62, Trinity, Dillsboro

Feb. 19 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth
Higginbotham 
63, St. John, Lanesville

Feb. 20
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Clark 
58, St. James, Lafayette

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Gallmeyer
52, St. Paul (Preble), Decatur

Feb. 26
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Willen 
63, Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

Feb. 27
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Allen 
55, St. James, Lafayette

Mr. & Mrs. James Way 
52, St. John, Indianapolis

Feb. 28
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Keck 
64, Trinity, Darmstadt

Belated
Oct. 7
Mr. & Mrs. Claus Ackermann
50, St. Peter, Portage

Nov. 25
Mr. And Mrs. James Wells 
50, St. Peter, Portage

Jan. 8
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Melcher
52, Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

Jan. 16
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Humphrey
58, St. James, Reynolds

Jan. 18
Mr. & Mrs. Gay Cooley 
54, St. Paul, Evansville

Jan. 21
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Zarse 
50, St. James, Reynolds

Jan. 25
Mr. & Mrs. James Roemer
60, Concordia, Greenwood

Jan. 26
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Wagner 
60, St. James, Reynolds

Jan. 28
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Dahlenburg 
57, St. James, Reynolds

Jan. 29
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Osterman 
52, Zion, Seymour

Feb. 1
Lois Kaufman, 92
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne

Feb. 2
Irma Bell, 93
St. John, Lanesville

Joyce Meyers, 91
Cornerstone, Carmel

Feb. 3
Bernard Emkes, 96
Zion, Seymour

Dee Belden, 90
Grace, New Albany

Feb. 4
Harold Swarts, 92
Our Redeemer, Evansville

Feb. 5
Winifred Fritz, 96
Emmaus, Fort Wayne

Mid Grolich, 92
Calvary, Plymouth

Feb. 8
Jean Arndt, 92
St. Peter, North Judson

Feb. 10
Herman Schroeder, 92
St. James, Reynolds

Feb. 13
Mel Stamberger, 92
Calvary, Plymouth

James Morgan, 90
St. Paul, Evansville

Feb. 14
Genevieve Gray, 95
Calvary, Indianapolis

Marcile Keck, 91
Zion, Fort Wayne

Feb. 15
Murray Bair, 92
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne

Gary Heckman, 92
Zion (Friedheim), Decatur

Maxine Haury, 91
Our Redeemer, Evansville

Ruby Morgan, 90
St. Paul, Evansville

Feb. 17
Elaine Schlie, 91
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

Feb. 18
Laurina Conrad, 96
Zion (Friedheim), Decatur

Alice Beilke, 91
St. Paul, Evansville

Feb. 19
Kenneth Kehlbeck, 90 
Calvary, Indianapolis

Feb. 22
Mary Rump, 93
St. John, Indianapolis

Feb. 23
Viola Arnold, 98
St. John, Indianapolis

Virginia Hart, 95
St. James, Lafayette

Feb. 24
Betty Janowski, 96
Our Redeemer, Evansville

Leroy Rode, 92
St. John, Indianapolis

Barbara Daughterty, 90
St. John, Vincennes

Feb. 25
Leona Kleaving, 93
Emmanuel, Tell City

Feb. 27
Jerry Kohorst, 95
St. John, Vincennes

Patricia Israel, 91
St. James, Lafayette

Feb. 28
Madalene Eggold, 94 
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

Vera Kalberer, 90
Trinity, Hobartw

Belated
Nov. 22
Robert Kuhn, 92 
St. Peter, Portage

Dec. 15
Jane Krohn, 91
St. Peter, Portage

Jan. 3
Leona Haenftling, 95 
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Continued on Page 8
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Be heart healthy!
This is Feb-

ruary and 
we celebrate 
Valentine’s 
Day. It’s always 
a reminder to 
take care of 
your heart. A 
healthy mind and body as well as 
a healthy spiritual life helps us to 
be fruitful servants to His Word.

February is a good time to make 
that appointment with the doctor 
for a check-up.

BIRTHDAYS 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7)

Jan. 8
Marie Bright, 94
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

Jan. 9
Richard Etzler, 92
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

Jan. 14
Betty Reinking, 94
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

Jan. 18
Edward Gottschling, 91
St. Peter, Portage

Jan. 22
Eugene Dettmer, 93

Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

Jan. 25
Doris Froelich, 96
St. Paul, Evansville

Jan. 26
Mildred Schroer, 97
Zion, Seymour

Robert Hartman, 93
St. Paul, Evansville

Jan. 29
Ann Johnson, 97
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

Congregations should have received a 
mailing from LCMS Rosters, Statis-
tics and Research Services on report-
ing your 2017 statistics. The mailing 
provides information on how to 
submit online figures for such things 
as membership, worship attendance 
and contributions from members. 
Reports are due by Feb. 28.

Congregations:
Please report 
your stats

By Michael W. Salemink
Executive Director, Lutherans For Life

We share hope. As people of Christ, 
we speak hope. As Lutherans For Life, 
we show hope. Our faith does not just 
consist of prescriptions. Our message 
does not condense to merely principles. 
Our identity amounts to more than only 
prohibitions. We proclaim promises. We 
perform promises.

In fact, “Hope For Life” sets our theme 
for the coming year. Our 2017 LFL Re-
gional Conferences examined “Hope For 
Life.” Our 2018 Life Sunday resources 
explore “Hope For Life.” And this issue 
of LifeDate enjoys “Hope For Life.” As 
our Heavenly Father encourages us:

“In your hearts honor Christ the 
Lord as holy, always being prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for the hope 
that is in you; yet do it with gentle-
ness and respect.” 1 Peter 3:15 

So we’ve put together 10 of our favorite 
hope reasons for you, as follows: 

➢  JeSuS iS lord. He realizes our circum-
stances and reigns over them. “This 
Jesus God raised up, and of that we 
all are witnesses … therefore know for 
certain that God has made him both 

Ten Reasons
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you 
crucified” (Acts 2:32, 36).

➢  God iS witH uS. He abides alongside in 
the womb (Ps. 139:7-13), in our suffer-
ing (John 11:35) and in the very valley 
of the shadow of death itself (Ps. 23:4).

➢  our Savior GiveS uS victory over tHe 
devil and deatH. Temptations, fears 
and failures may bark, but they can-
not bite, because Christ’s ways prevail 
(Rom. 8:37-39).

➢  ForGiveneSS HealS even tHe FleSH. 
“He who raised Christ Jesus from the 
dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through his Spirit who dwells 
in you” (Rom. 8:11).

➢  tHe redeemer protectS and provideS 
For body and Soul. We have become 
heirs of His entire kingdom  
(Rom. 8:32).

➢  God workS all tHinGS toGetHer For 
our Good. Even pain and persecution 
have holy purpose (Matt. 10:29-31).

➢  HiS Family accompanieS and aSSiStS 
uS. “If one member suffers, all suffer 
together; if one member is honored, 
all rejoice together. Now you are the 
body of Christ and individually mem-
bers of it” (1 Cor. 12:26-27).

➢  we will be raiSed aGain to live and 
reiGn Forever. The Lord wills and 
works life for us: “I am the resurrec-
tion and the life. Whoever believes in 
me, though he die, yet shall he live” 
(John 11:25).

➢  a new Heaven and eartH await uS. 
Our Almighty Maker is restoring what 
sinfulness has ruined (Rev. 21:1-5).

➢  we will beHold and be Held by God 
HimSelF. Heaven is going to envelop 
everything about us and our earth 
 (1 Cor. 13:12).
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