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grain that grew through the winter and
was harvested in the spring. It was the
first grain to rise from the ground. The
first sheaf of the yearly barley harvest
— identified as the firstfruits — had to
be presented as a grain offering to the
Lord, and this was done, as the Lord
commanded, by the priests just after
Passover on the day after the Sabbath
(Lev. 23:11b). After Jesus’ crucifixion,
this day after the Sabbath was Easter
Sunday! On the precise day that Jesus
rose from the dead, the Jewish priests
were burning a portion of the barley
firstfruits on God’s altar and then baking and eating the rest.
In any given year, no grain could be
harvested by the Jews until these firstfruits requirements were completed.
After this holy ordinance was accomplished, the remainder of all the grain
across Israel could be harvested. Of tremendous importance is that Christ rose
from the dead on the exact day when
the firstfruits were presented to God!

But in fact Christ has been raised from the
dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep.” — 1 Cor. 15:20
This month we celebrate the Christian Passover. We call it Easter. St. Paul wrote Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed
for us, therefore let us keep the feast (1 Cor. 5:7-8). Because the
Lamb was sacrificed on the cross and then rose from the grave,
death now passes over us; we have the Passover — Easter. We
are now privileged to keep the feast of our Passover Lamb
throughout the year.
Right after the Jewish feast of Passover, another Jewish feast
magnified our Lord’s resurrection. This “mini-feast” was called
the Feast of Firstfruits. Though “firstfruits” could refer to the
first-harvested portion of any crop, yet for this feast it had a
unique meaning.
The firstfruits in the Feast of Firstfruits consisted of barley, a
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The Apostle Paul relates that Christ
fulfills the prophetic picture presented
by the Jewish ordinance of the Feast of
the Firstfruits:
But in fact Christ has been raised
from the dead, the firstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep.
— 1 Cor. 15:20

Note FIRSTfruits. Christ is the first
planted seed to rise from the ground,
and on the Last Day the Holy Spirit will
raise up all the dead and give unto all
believers in Christ eternal life. They, like
the Christ-seed planted in death, will
See MESSAGE, page 2
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Construction completed at Living Water

T

he congregation of Living Water
Lutheran Church, located at 1197 S.
US Highway 33 in Wolf Lake, gives
thanks to God for the recent construction on its building, which added 20
feet to the sanctuary and connected the
church to the Educational Building,
making all of the property handicap
accessible.

Thirteen beautiful stained glass
windows — given to Living Water by
an LCMS church in Highpoint, N.C.,
that had to close — have been added
to the building, along with a beautiful
hand-carved altar given by the former
Trinity Lutheran Church, Ligonier. The
reconstruction was made possible with
a grant from The Lutheran Foundation
in Fort Wayne, many donations and
assistance from the Lutheran Church
Extension Fund.
Worship is every Sunday at 9:15 a.m.,
followed by Bible class for all ages at
10:15 a.m. A Wednesday night Bible
study is held at 5 p.m., followed by supper at 6 and a casual service at 7.
A food pantry is open every Thursday
from 3 to 4 p.m.
The congregation will hold Vacation
Bible School from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
(including lunch) June 8-12.
Please join the congregation in worship
and fellowship. For more information,
call Rev. Thomas Sabel, Living Water
pastor, at 260-438-6057.
To God be the glory!

MESSAGE

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)
“sprout” from the ground. He is the first,
now the rest of the harvest will follow.
God is pleased with Christ’s sacrifice, which fulfilled all Old Testament
sacrifices, whether they were animal or
grain offerings. Relative to the Feast of
Firstfruits, God is completely satisfied
with the sprouting “grain” of His resur2 / INDIANA

Rev. Thomas Sabel stands outside the newly constructed Living Water Lutheran Church
facility in Wolf Lake.

rected Son, for His Son has thus become
the grand, final grain offering. Even as
the Old Testament priests ate most holy
bread derived from the firstfruits, so
now the New Testament priests —
the priesthood of the baptized —
are privileged to regularly eat of
the firstfruits sacrifice.
We who are identified in the
New Testament as priests now
have the privilege that had
been accorded only to Old

Testament priests, the privilege of eating the most holy food. We do so as we
partake of Christ in the Lord’s Supper,
miraculously eating Him who is the
fulfillment of all Old Testament
sacrifices, including the sacrifice
of the firstfruits grain. Let us
celebrate His resurrection by
regularly joining in that most
holy firstfruits meal which He
instituted for our eternal
nourishment.

EDUCATION
The NLSA commission accredited 131 schools at its annual
meeting this summer. Six schools were rated in the top
five percent of overall school accreditation ratings by the
validation teams and NLSA membership committee. The
four other schools that received this distinction are Trinity
Lutheran School, Utica, Mich.; Orange Lutheran High School,
Orange County, Calif.; St. Paul’s Lutheran School, Orange,
Calif.; and St. John Lutheran School, Seward, Neb.

LHS of Indianapolis
and Immanuel, Seymour,
are ‘Schools of Distinction’

T

wo Indiana District schools were recognized as Schools
of Distinction for 2019 by the National Lutheran
School Accreditation (NLSA) Commission. Immanuel
Lutheran School, Seymour, and Lutheran High School (LHS)
of Indianapolis were two of six schools given this special
recognition. The award highlights the school’s outstanding
commitment to a quality Lutheran education.
“Being chosen as a ‘School of Distinction’ is the highest honor
given by National Lutheran School Accreditation,” said Scott
Schumacher, NLSA district commissioner. “This honor is
given to the top 5 percent of Lutheran schools going through
accreditation on a given year. In 2018, six Lutheran schools
in our country were given this honor. The Indiana District
is extremely excited that Immanuel Lutheran School and
Lutheran High School Indianapolis were recipients of this
honor this year. Both schools do an outstanding job teaching
about Jesus while at the same time providing exceptional
academic and extracurricular programs. Immanuel and Lu Hi
are shining examples of what exemplary education looks like
in our Lutheran schools.”
“This award is an exciting surprise to our community,”
said Michael Brandt, head of Lutheran High School
of Indianapolis. “Accreditation to us begins as an
opportunity to highlight our strengths and identify
our current position as a Lutheran high school for the
families in central Indiana. But accreditation makes
its lasting impression when it drives us to identify
meaningful school improvements that elevate
our ministry and mission. To say that we are
distinguished is just a validation that all of
our stakeholders get the importance of this
ministry/mission and are available to help
us always improve.”

“The students, staff and families of Immanuel Lutheran
School are honored and humbled to receive the School of
Distinction award,” said Todd Behmlander, Immanuel
principal. “It was an unexpected surprise as our faculty and
staff work diligently to serve without expectations of rewards.
At Immanuel, we see the School of Distinction award as a
true affirmation of our ministry to families and a testimony
of our mission to work with parents in providing a Christian
education enabling students to live a life of service to God.”
The recognition is based on the evidence prepared by
the schools for their accreditation process as well as the
observations of the NLSA validation team during its visit to
the school.
“The success of Immanuel Lutheran is grounded in a shared
leadership approach of tapping each teacher’s talent and
allowing that expertise to benefit our students and our school,”
Behmlander said. “This was truly evident in the NLSA process
as faculty leaders organized diverse team members to research
and reflect upon our current practice throughout all aspects
of the school. The accreditation team noticed a professional
and relational pastoral team, a highly knowledgeable
special education teacher, a uniquely proficient director of
Instructional Technology, a dedicated steering committee, a
service-oriented staff, and curriculum-expert teachers who led
the curriculum mapping process, which was identified by the
NLSA visitation team as a powerful practice.
“Such beliefs were fully confirmed by the onsite visiting team
as they noted ‘outstanding strengths’ of a ‘highly dedicated
and qualified teaching staff, a close-knit, caring Christian
community which is evident to parents and students, and
supportive pastors.’ The family of Immanuel Lutheran School
seeks to serve, to love, and to give all glory to God.”
The Indiana District is proud to lead the way in
Lutheran education with all of the elementary
schools in the Indiana District being accredited.
We’re also grateful to have two schools that
represent our district receive the 2019
Schools of Distinction award.
“The investment from our Indiana District,
our churches, our families, and the teachers
and staff has had a profound effect on the
lives of our LHS students,” Brandt said.
“Praise the Lord for the opportunity to grow
our mission, for the saints of LHS, and for
awards like this that represent the great work in
all of our Lutheran schools across the country.”
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‘Faith affirming, life changing’

By Michelle Bauman
Director of Y4Life, Lutherans For Life
Some are saying this year’s March for Life, held Jan.
24 in Washington, D.C., was record breaking. In fact,
rough estimates are that over 500,000 people showed
up. I don’t know if that number is true, but I can tell
you that I have never seen more people present in one
place in my entire life.
Priests and pastors and parishioners showed up.
Churches carried banners and schools played in
bands. Dioceses and districts strolled side by side.
God’s people intermingled, forming a beautifully
diverse tide of humanity that ebbed and flowed down
Constitution Avenue.
Some sang. Some chanted. Most held signs. Everyone
smiled. This sea of 4Life witnesses was united behind
one pressing purpose: Upholding life.
And mixed into this ocean of cheerful, life-affirming
people was a group of youth and adults from St. Paul
Lutheran Church, Columbus. According to the youth,
the experience was inspiring. And for some, it was
faith-affirming and life-changing as well.
Amelia Hessong, a senior at Trinity Lutheran High
School, Seymour, who traveled with the group from
St. Paul, walked away from the March with certainty
about her future.
“The march has impacted my decision to pursue a
career in church work and encourage others through
my service,” Amelia said. “The trip to D.C. allowed me
to grow in my faith alongside others from across the
nation who care about the same cause as me.”
St. Paul took 22 participants, six adults and 16 youth,
Continued on next page
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Many students in the Indiana
District were in Washington, D.C.,
on Jan. 24 to march for life. Among
them were, above, a group from
St. Paul, Columbus; and, below,
students of Concordia Lutheran
High School, Fort Wayne.

STEWARDSHIP
to Washington, D.C. Some of the youth were members
of St. Paul while others were students from Trinity in
Seymour. In addition to the march, each participant also
attended a conference, sponsored by Lutherans For Life.
Activities were held from Jan. 23 through Jan. 25.
“The conference helped me answer the question ‘Why am I
for life?’ ” said Jaryn Holtsclaw, another student. It helped
her connect to the “deeper meaning” behind the march.
With about 150 participants at the conference, students
were able to spend time with 4Life youth from across
the nation. They made posters for the march, engaged in
devotions and reflected on how they could support life in
their own communities. The high school and college-aged
youth also learned about life issues other than abortion,
such as suicide, end-of-life issues and sexuality. As created,
redeemed and called children of God, they were reminded
again and again that their lives matter and so do the lives
of their neighbors.
Libby Wischmeier, a member of St. Paul, believes the
march and Y4Life conference are experiences she won’t
ever forget. “I am for life because each individual has
value. Each life is created by God, in His image” she said.
“I would advise anyone that supports life to go experience
that march. It is spectacular to see how many people are
filled with joy and care for life, both young and old.”

Who are you? It depends on who answers
the question. Your spouse may answer it one
way, your kids another way, and what about
your parents? Would they talk about your
flaws or your failures — where you came up
short of your life goals?
Then there is Jesus. What would He say
about you? Our first reaction might be to
become defensive. But let’s look at what
1 John 1:8-9 (NIV) says:
Ken Schilf
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive
Council of Resources
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
As children of God, Jesus will take all those sins we have committed and give us forgiveness because of His life, death and
resurrection.

Elizabeth Knea
of Evansville
participates in
March for Life.

In this Easter month, it is well to remember that what Peter said:
But you are a chosen people … God’s special possession, that
you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light. — 1 Peter 2:9 (NIV)

Alex West, also
of Evansville,
marches with
Rev. Dr. Matthew
C. Harrison,
LCMS president.

As a Christian steward, what hits me between the eyes is “that
you may declare the praises of Him.” So how can we declare His
praises? Certainly we do this weekly in our worship. But what
about during the week? How do we let our light shine before all
(see Matthew 5)?

LCMS/Erik M. Lunsford

LCMS/Erik M. Lunsford

It was indeed a good weekend for life! If you’d like your
youth to attend Y4Life in Washington, D.C., next year or
would simply like more information, please contact me at
mbauman@lutheransforlife.org.

Letting
our
lights
shine

I’m a retired high school sports official. Recently, one of our longtime head officials was going to have brain surgery at Cleveland
Clinic. I was able to talk to him on the phone, recalling some of
our experiences. Most importantly, I prayed with him and shared
about Christ being his Savior. His sister told me that at that time,
he touched his heart. He was blind and couldn’t talk. We both
interpreted that as his acknowledgment of Jesus as his Savior.
Because of the power of prayer, I decided to share this experience
with our officials’ association, which has almost 400 members. My
hope was that we would have hundreds of officials praying for him.
You see, stewardship is more than giving financially. It’s about
giving of yourself. God gave His only Son on our behalf. He is
risen; He has risen indeed! When and where are you going to let
your light shine?
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OUR REDEEMER, LEXINGTON,KY.

Congregation is beacon
of light for pastor, family
hen Rev. Michael Huebner
brought his family to Our
Redeemer Lutheran Church,
Lexington, Ky., about seven years ago,
he never anticipated how much the
congregation was going to impact his
entire family.
“It’s a tremendous place to be,” he
said. “There’s a cohesion among the
people that’s unique in my experience.
They wanted someone to teach the
Bible and that’s always been my top
priority too.”
It’s not just the programs that make
an impact at Our Redeemer, but the
life-changing power of the Gospel.
“The Word takes root in the people
and they go out in their everyday lives
and do things,” Rev. Huebner added.
“Our church is a family atmosphere. A
lot of people hear the Word and go out
and help their neighbors.”
Little did he realize that his own
family would be the recipient of this
help when his son, Andrew, experi-

enced a debilitating and sudden health
condition. When the Huebners took
Andrew to the hospital to figure out
what was wrong with him, the church
stepped in to take care of their other
children and keep the church running.
“A retired pastor who had started
attending our church told us, ‘Put your
family first. You don’t think about it
until your son is walking again,’ ” Pastor Huebner said. “We didn’t cook for
months. They took care of everything.
I’ve never experienced anything like
the love they showed for my family
during that time.”
Andrew was diagnosed with juvenile
arthritis. He’s doing well now, but the
experience left a remarkable impression on the family. It was a testimony
to the way that Our Redeemer acts as
a beacon of light to the community.
“For them, it’s about the Word,” Pastor
Huebner said. “I love it here and I
love these people. I came into a good
place.”

Share what’s happening with our district
Do you have exciting news you’d like to see published in the Indiana District
Lutheran Witness? We’d love to share your news and see photos of what’s
happening in our district! Be sure to send in your submissions.
Please remember that photos sent electronically should be have a minimum
of 300 dpi.
Please send all submissions to Jan Koenig at:
jan.koenig@in.lcms.org or
Lutheran Witness Editor
LCMS Indiana District
1145 South Barr St.
Fort Wayne, IN 46802
The deadline for the June-July issue
is April 15.
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Prayer list
Week of April 6
North Dakota District
Circuit 19 – Brownstown
Calvary, Bedford
St. Paul, Brownstown
St. Peter, Brownstown
Emmanuel, Leesville
Good Shepherd, Medora
Faith, Salem
St. John, Seymour
Trinity, Vallonia
Mission: Burmese Ministry, St. Paul, Fort Wayne
RSO: Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis
Week of April 13
North Wisconsin District
Circuit 3 – Valparaiso
St. Paul, Chesterton
St. Paul, Kouts
Immanuel, Michigan City
St. Paul, Otis
St. Peter, Portage
Faith, Valparaiso
Heritage, Valparaiso
Immanuel, Valparaiso
Prince of Peace, Valparaiso
Trinity, Westville
Mission: Lutheran Heritage Foundation,
St. Paul, Fort Wayne
RSO: Cranach Institute, Fort Wayne
Week of April 20
Northern Illinois District
Circuit 7 – Fort Wayne North
Faith, Churubusco
Suburban Bethlehem, Fort Wayne
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Praise, Fort Wayne
St. Augustine, Fort Wayne
St. Michael, Fort Wayne
St. Paul, Fort Wayne
Trinity (St. Mary’s), Fort Wayne
Our Hope, Huntertown
Mission: Gloria Dei Hispanic Mission,
Immanuel, Valparaiso
RSO: Cross Connections, Fort Wayne
Week of April 27
Northwest District
Circuit 14 – Indianapolis West
Our Shepherd, Avon
Christ, Brownsburg
Holy Cross, Crawfordsville
Peace, Greencastle
Prince of Peace, Martinsville
Christ the King, Mooresville
Living Christ, Plainfield
Immanuel, Terre Haute
Mission: Liberian and South Sudanese,
Concordia, Louisville
RSO: Ev. Lutheran Mission Soc. For Chinese,
Evansville

CELEBRATIONS
Anniversaries
April 25
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Tittman, 61
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Claycamp, 55
Zion, Seymour
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Runge, 52,
Immanuel, Seymour

April 1
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Benter, 64
St. Paul (Wegan), Brownstown
April 2
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Habegger, 54
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Meek, 54
Grace, New Albany
April 3
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Allman, 55
Immanuel, Seymour
Mr. and Mrs. John Mader, 55
St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne
April 4
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Nolting, 61
St. Peter’s, Brownstown
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Braun, 56
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Guy Gardin, 56
St. Peter, North Judson
Mr. and Mrs. Denny Scheumann, 50
Zion, Decatur
April 5
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Loser, 51
Cornerstone, Carmel
April 6
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Studebaker, 52
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
April 7
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Phelps, 59
St. Peter, Waymansville
April 8
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Hackman, 64
Immanuel, Seymour
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Lambert, 59
St. Peter, North Judson
Mr. and Mrs. Travis Cummings, 58
St. John’s, White Creek
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Backofen, 53
Cornerstone, Carmel
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Brandt, 53
Zion (Friedheim), Decatur
April 9
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Berger, 61
Grace, Muncie
Mr. and Mrs. David Caston, 54
St. John (Bingen), Decatur
April 11
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Anderson, 57
St. John (Bingen), Decatur
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bullard, 56
Immanuel, Seymour

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Matkins, 51
Calvary, Indianapolis
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Borne, 50
St. Paul (Preble), Decatur
April 16
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Adams, 65
Cornerstone, Carmel
April 17
Mr. and Mrs. Norb Bultemeier, 61
Zion, Decatur
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Terry, 50
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
April 18
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Nichols, 56
Trinity, Darmstadt
April 19
Mr. and Mrs. Butch Lowe, 52
St. Peter, Waymansville
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Grimm, 51
St. Paul, Evansville
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Von Bargen, 51
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
April 20
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Coolman, 57
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Bieberich, 52
Zion, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Rogers, 52
St. Michael, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wischmeier, 52
St. Peter’s, Brownstown
April 21
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Culter, 63
Cornerstone, Carmel
Mr. and Mrs. Everett Duwe, 52
Immanuel, Seymour
April 22
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Hackman, 58
St. Peter’s, Brownstown
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Schieferstein, 53
St. John (Bingen), Decatur
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Wirth, 53
Redeemer, Louisville

April 12
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Saalfrank, 56
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

April 23
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Lindeman, 54
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Schellenbach, 54
Cornerstone, Carmel

April 15
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Upton, 53
Cornerstone, Carmel

April 24
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Knipstein, 54
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne

April 26
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Radeke, 62
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
April 27
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Sakaguchi, 52
St. Peter, North Judson
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Zwald, 52
Grace, New Albany

Mr. and Mrs. Delin Franke, 58
Bethlehem, Ossian
April 29
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Turmail, 65
St. Peter’s, Brownstown
Mr. and Mrs. Wilford Blank, 62
St. John’s, Lanesville
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Luke, 59
St. John’s, Farmers Retreat
April 30
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Cecil, 60
St. Paul, Evansville
Mr. and Mrs. Delbert Scheiman, 53
St. John (Bingen), Decatur
Feb. 28
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Keck, 66
Trinity, Darmstadt

Birthdays
April 3
Jack Janz, 95
St. Matthew’s, Delphi

April 25
Helen Busche, 94
St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne

April 4
Esther Blank, 96
St. John’s, Lanesville

April 26
Edna Kellermeier, 103
Immanuel, Seymour
Joyce Kleppinger, 96
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne
Ruth Irene Fuhrmann, 93
Calvary, Indianapolis

April 5
Flo Koenig, 94
Heritage, Valparaiso
April 6
Dorothy Gutzler, 102
Trinity, Hobart
Mary Schneider, 92
Immanuel, Seymour
April 7
Dwight Bieberich, 91
Zion, Fort Wayne
April 9
Marcille Burtch, 93
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
April 11
Ralph Sauer, 91
Zion, Decatur
April 12
Rev. Harvey Lange, 90
Calvary, Indianapolis
April 13
Phyllis Brown, 91
Our Redeemer,
Evansville
April 14
Nell Arbeiter, 95
Our Redeemer,
Evansville

April 15
Orpha Emkes, 96
Zion, Seymour
April 16
Jack Hayes, 91
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
April 17
Dorothy Wiegman, 99
Emmanuel, Fort Wayne
Kenneth Roop, 90
Zion, Decatur
April 18
Verna Schuette, 92
St. John’s,
Farmers Retreat
April 19
Mary Macke, 93
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne
April 20
Elsie Kovener, 91
Immanuel, Seymour
April 23
Clifford Sierp, 100
Immanuel, Seymour
April 24
Don Acton, 92
St. Peter, Waymansville

April 27
Ludella Bultemeier, 90
St. John (Bingen),
Decatur
April 28
Marvin Schroeder, 99
St. John, Decatur
Eleda Barille, 96
St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne
Werner Hospers, 95
Heritage, Valparaiso
Ivan Wortmann, 93
Trinity, Darmstadt
April 29
Charlotte Brown, 96
St. Peter, North Judson
Carol Rose, 91
Emmaus, Fort Wayne
April 30
Dr. Ralph Droege, 90
St. John’s, Farmers
Retreat
Jan. 15
Doris Trimpe, 95
St. Peter, Waymansville
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ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, GARY

Reaching children for Christ
scension Lutheran Christian School
opened its doors in 2017 with the
goal of providing a quality Christian education to the children of Gary.
With a new principal at the helm this
year, the school is making progress in
reaching children for Christ while providing a solid Lutheran education.
“Building a school from scratch is hard
work,” said Rev. John Albers, Ascension
administrator and Lutheran School
Corporation of Indiana executive
director. “We’ve been hard at work.
Sometimes you see dramatic results.
But most often success comes in some
very small steps.”
Ascension’s impact is making a difference in the lives of one family that
moved to Gary after a relative passed
away. While searching for a new school,
they were happy to find a high-quality
educational option down the street
from their house.
Although Ascension has many success
stories, a unique challenge that they
face is the instability of families, which
may lack reliable transportation, food
and housing. Currently, 100 percent of
the students at Ascension qualify for
the Indiana Choice Scholarship Program. Because so many families suffer
from financial instability, many are
forced to move away from Gary, making
it difficult for schools like Ascension to
keep a growing enrollment. Despite this
obstacle, Ascension is holding steady
with 34 students this year.
To give children a quality education,
the school is building a solid foundation
of staff development through ongoing
professional development opportunities
and the addition of a new principal,
Alicia Collins.
Collins has a master of education in
leadership and a decade of experience
in charter and public schools in Illinois
and Indiana. She started in August
after serving as senior dean of cul8 / INDIANA

ture at Perspectives Charter School in
Chicago, where she supported a staff of
20. The school had a steep decline in
disciplinary referrals and a 100-percent
graduation rate during her time there.
“I am thrilled to have this opportunity
to return to Gary, in a role that enables
me to work closely with the students
and families that I hold so dear,” Collins
said. “I believe in the brilliance of the
students at Ascension and I will proudly serve as their principal. It’s an exciting time to join this growing school.”

School Choice Scholarship Program
and the new Indiana District ministry
initiative grant, Ascension’s limited
enrollment means the school is heavily
reliant on funding from congregations
and donor support.
Last year, the church received gifts
from 27 congregations totaling
$40,000. This year, they have received
only $5,000 to date. As a result, they
are in need of additional financial support in order to secure a strong future
for the ministry.

Ascension is also building a firm foundation of faith integration into its curriculum. Rev. Rick Boshoven and Rev.
Delwyn Campbell have been providing
instruction to bolster the teachers’
knowledge of biblical doctrine and what
it means to be Lutheran.

“The new ministry initiative grant
from the district has made a huge
impact,” Rev. Albers said. “But consider
responding to the convention call from
two years ago and find a way to support
the work of Ascension.”

Beyond the classroom, the school
continues to have a need for financial
support. Although the school receives
significant funding through the state

If you want to partner with Ascension
Lutheran Christian School in Gary,
contact Rev. Albers at 219-887-5031 or
jalbers@ascensionlutheranschool.org.

