
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Greetings in Christ! 

 

We hope this letter finds you well as the church and the world endure the unique situation in which we find 

ourselves.  Over the past couple weeks, Congress has rushed to prepare new laws and regulations in an attempt 

to stem the tide of economic instability as a result of the Covid 19 situation.  The first major piece of legislation 

was the Families First Coronavirus Response Act.  One of the main purposes of this act is to provide 

Emergency Paid Sick Leave to employees.  This act has a direct impact on any entity with fewer than 500 

employees.  The Indiana District sent a document with information about this act to all congregational 

treasurers and business managers.  If you have not received this document or desire a copy, please do not 

hesitate to email us and we will send a copy of this document. 

 

More recently, Congress passed and the President signed into law the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 

Security Act (CARES Act) with the purpose of providing small businesses needed funds to survive the current 

economic situation in the country.  One aspect of this act involves what is titled the Paycheck Protection 

Program (PPP).  The program provides entities, including religious organizations, the opportunity to apply for 

Small Business Administration (SBA) loans that could be forgiven either in part or in full as long as the funds 

borrowed are used on appropriate expenditures.  The possibility of “free” money is a scenario in which many 

will take advantage, and if there is a true need, we understand completely.   

 

Concerning the practical aspects of the CARES Act and the PPP loans, it is important for any entity to contact 

the Small Business Administration, followed by your local SBA lender.  They will have access to the latest 

information pertaining to how this loan is to be applied and can answer any question that will arise.  Aspects of 

this loan are changing rapidly and asking these experts is best practice.  While not the most important 

consideration with which a congregation will wrestle, one important question you will face is whether there is a 

need in the congregation.  In fact one of the requirements under the act is “a good faith certification” from the 

borrower “that the uncertainty of current economic conditions makes necessary the loan request to support 

ongoing operations of the eligible recipient.”  So, from a first step, practical perspective answering the question 

of whether there is a legitimate need must be thoughtfully considered.  Of note, the funds provided by the Act 

should be used specifically for payroll, mortgage, lease or utility payments with a minimum of 75% of funds 

used for payroll expenses.  Again, you should most definitely speak with the SBA and your local SBA lender 

with any questions for clarification.  Any decision made by a congregation to apply for these PPP loans, should 

only come after a robust and honest discussion within the congregation.   

 

The actions of the government in this time of need is commendable in so far as they desire to truly help small 

businesses, religious organizations and individuals in need; however, there are aspects of this help that should 

be contemplated, not only for the short term but from a long term perspective as well.  We do not know fully 

what final requirements will be attached to the receiving of this money.  As it has been described recently, it’s 

like you have a book with twenty chapters but only ten chapters have been written.  We are being asked to make 

a decision without knowing what is contained in the final ten chapters.  This reality presents a major concern 

and one that cannot be fully assuaged at present.   

 



We know God uses the governing authorities for His good and gracious will and we are thankful, yet we also 

know He instituted the Church, first, as the means through which He delivers His Word and Sacraments to the 

spiritually sick and dying for the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  Additionally, He instituted the Church 

especially for times of great need where we share in each other’s burdens, while showing love, mercy and 

charity to our brothers and sisters in Christ.  Caring for each other is what the Church has done and should 

continue to do moving forward.  We should remember the words of St. Paul when he writes,  

 

“At present, however I am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints.  For Macedonia and 

Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem.  

For they were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them for if the Gentiles have come to 

share in their spiritual blessings, they ought to also to be of service to them in material 

blessings.” (Romans 15:25-27 ESV) 

 

The Lutheran Church has tremendous opportunity, in this time of trial and uncertainty, to grow stronger in our 

faith and confession as we love and support one another.  We should be, now and always, faithfully Lutheran.  

Let us care for one another, whether congregation or individual, as we live our lives in love toward God and one 

another.  Specifics are not yet available, but the Indiana District is currently discussing next steps with regard to 

the need and desire to care for the congregations with which we have the privilege to serve.  Additional 

information will be forthcoming very soon.  As more information becomes available, the District will 

communicate this information as quickly as possible.  Grace and mercy be given to you through Jesus Christ!       

 

 

Sola fide, 

 

 

Cody Dodson, Executive for Finance 

 

T. J. Mattick, LCEF District VP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

“We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 

for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth 

of generosity on their part.  For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of 

their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of saints—and this, not as we 

expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.” 

(2 Corinthians 8:1-7) 


