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mailing list, send an email message  
to sandra.rhein@lcms.org with the word 
ADD or REMOVE in the subject line.

SERVING THE LORD IN 

ASIA
NEWS FROM DEACONESS SANDRA RHEIN

INDONESIA

 
SRI LANKA

Asian countries are slowly but surely opening to visitors again, so hymnal committee meetings were scheduled in 
both Indonesia and Sri Lanka In May. I did indeed make it to Indonesia, and we met—more about that in a minute—
but the trip to Sri Lanka was sadly cancelled.

 You may be aware from news reports of turmoil in Sri Lanka. Between conflict over the presidency and serious food 
and fuel shortages, we decided it would not be possible to have productive meetings, so my trip was cut short. 
 
It was disappointing to cancel the Sri Lankan hymnal committee meeting after our strong start in February, but, Lord 
willing, we’ll be able to reschedule before too many more months pass.

Our two objectives for May 2022 meeting were:
1. Finalize the layout of the Divine Service order;
2. Begin proofreading liturgy and hymns. 

Working carefully through the Divine Service brought up many questions about 
wording, ordering of parts, and reasons for including or excluding various 
elements. Those conversations are important because God’s “Word bestows 
what it says.”* Christ comes to us in the liturgy, serving us with His gifts of 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.

When it comes to proofreading hymns, there is a clear distinction between new 
translations and hymns taken from other hymnals. The new translations need to 
be sung through and edited. Sometimes that meant returning to the same hymn 
repeatedly over the course of the four-day meeting. Existing hymns cannot be 
edited, due to copyright laws, so those are simply proofread for accuracy. 

*Introduction to Lutheran Worship

Indonesian Hymnal Committee as of May 2022:  

Dra. Theodora Sinaga, M.Pd, Ev. Henriwati Siregar, Pdt. Eben Ezer Aruan, M. Th, Pdt. Aladin 
Sitio, M.Th, Pdt. Drs. Manahan Saragi, Pr. Matthew Wood, Deac. Sandra Rhein, Pdt. Jon Albert 
Saragih, M.Th, Hendrik L. Simanjuntak,, M. Th, Risma Sinaga, S.E. 

✝Rev. Saragi ✝ entered his eternal rest on August 13. All glory be to God. 
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Make a joyful noise to the Lord, 
all the earth; break forth into 
joyous song and sing praises! 

Psalm 98:4

To support the LCMS through my work, send a tax-deductible gift…

•Online, securely from any device: lcms.org/givenow/rhein;
•By calling a donor care representative: 1-888-843-5267; or
•By sending a check (with “Rhein/Taiwan” on the memo line) to:

LCMS, PO Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166; or
Mission Central, 40718 Highway E 16, Mapleton, IA 51034

sandra.rhein@lcms.org

These lovely young ladies 
from Emmaus, South Bend 
served as newsletter mailing 
assistants.
     Thank you, ladies! ➢

My home away from home in Sri Lanka is with 
the Mahlburg’s. Missionary Pastor Mahlburg 
and and family were in the States recently, so I 
got to host them. It’s a treat to have the tables 
turned and host missionaries at my house! 

Rob and Sandra Rhein, Martha and Steve Mahlburg

Many thanks to the congregations 
who have hosted me recently (or 
will soon do so) for missionary 
presentations:

Immanuel, Houston, TX
Zion, Tomball, TX
Hope, St. Louis, MO
St. Paul, Council Bluffs, IA
Trinity, Blue Hill, NE
St. John, Dublin, OH 

Your support and prayers allow me 
to continue with this mission work!

Kimberly, Evelyn, Olivia, Katharina, and Ingrid

➢Tea Time. Indonesia tops the world in  
 coconut production.
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